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{Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Quackery and Regular Medicine. 


By George B, H, Swayze, M. D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


UACKERY has become the scourge of the healing 

‘ Quackery isa 

jects and sanctities of the humane mission 

medical practice. Quackery comprehends but one 

consciousness—self. It serves but one master— 

self. It bends before but one altar—self. It wor- 
ships but one idol—the golden calf. 

Like most other abuses and demoralizations, its 
external appearances are alluring, its purposes 
deceptive, its invasions stealthy, its encroachments 
oppressive, its tyranny imperious, its ultimatum a 
crushing monopoly. 

As the spark is prone to fly upward until its 
lustre expires amid dust and smoke; as spring 
water is prone to run downward until it buries its 
Salubrity and wastes its sweetness in the brine of 


reveling perversion of the ob- 
of 


the ocean; so are medical and pharmaceutical prac- 
tice, in unworthy hands, prone to the 
measureless evils of quackery. 

Not professional and pharmaceutical 
to the unprotected,—not medical therapeutic 
provision for the diseased condi- 
tions,—not a considerate regard for the prosperity 


drift into 
protection 
and 
actual needs of 
and comfort of the public,—not the speedy restor- 
and humane of health are 
scrupulously aimed for by quackery; but constant 
enlistment of business victims; incessant drawing 
of resources from the apprehensive, the suffering, 
the duped; dollars, constitute the golden 
motive and business mainspring an accumulat- 
ing force of patent and proprietary medicine 
makers, engaged with the effectiveness of business 
shrewdness and powerful capital, 
our country 


ation preservation 


dollars 


of 


in overwhelming 
and people with ‘‘ ready-made” com- 
pounds, heralded as infallible for every phase of 
disease. 

As would naturally .be the case with shoes made 
over a given last, but which must nevertheless be 


worn day and night by feet of all shapes, sizes 
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and ages; so it must necessarily prove with these 
ante-compounded remedials—while they may hap- 
pen to fit the peculiarities of a few persons, they 
carry therapeutic seduction and disappointment to 
the millions. 

Colton says: ‘‘Anguish of mind has driven 
thousands to suicide; anguish of body none.” 
‘*The surest road to health,” says Churchill, ‘ 
never to suppose we shall be ill.” These are the 
words of wisdom. What then is there to commend 
a system of business, the success of which depends 
entirely on continuous disturbance of the mind, on 
constantly arousing suspicions of disordered health, 
and on the quantities of panaceary the people can 
thus be induced to swallow? What, I 
be said for the morale of the principle of ex 
masse therapeusis, that prostitutes every available 
form of public print to the purpose of artfully 
expanding the symptoms of nearly all conceivable 
diseases which it professes to either prevent or 
cure, with an eclat as rapturous as the symphonies 
of a ‘‘harp with a thousand strings?” 


is 


repeat, can 


Illness of body alone, involves less seriousness 
than illness of the mind: make the mind sick, and 
all is sick. The suggestive and alarming descrip- 
tions of physical disorders, for which these clap- 
trap panaceas promise perfect and everlasting cures, 
unless the remedy be stopped a few dozen bottles 
too soon, are constantly spread before every per- 
son who can read, are ceaselessly echoed in every 
ear that can hear, perpetually ogle every eye that 
can see, until the infection of these subtle de- 
scriptions so preys on the facile imagination that 
it subjugates the mind to ghosts of unrest, to 
vultures of fear, to gloating vampires of a thou- 
sand fancied distempers. 

Like the wierd refrain of the brooding raven 
that would go hence nevermore, the spectres of 
ill-health raised by these ominous advertising 
announcements are involuntarily adverted to again 
and again. They will not down, but reappear 
with the regularity of the call of the postman. 
Through the daily newspaper they confront each 
member of the household at the morning’s repast; 
they leer ghastily from the literary bazars of the 
library and drawing-room; they unveil their mel- 
ancholy tableaux through the moralizing columns 
of religious periodicals; they glare from the phar- 
macist’s windows, loom out from wall, and post, 
and shade-tree, lurk along fences, leap into the 
hand on the public promenade, glide under the 
door of every dwelling, depict unwelcome threno- 
dies at the evening’s round-table, follow slum- 
bering eyes seeking refuge in haunted dreamland; 
and each morrow beholds yet longer processions 
of weary and anxious victims in pursuit of the 
marvelous nostrum whose adroit advertisement not 
only heralded some unsuspected danger, but whose 
magic virtues shall surely slay the supposed ser- 
pent that is somewhere lurking within the vital 
urn or gnawing at the seat of life! O ‘tempora, o 
mores: Lucri Causa! 


While the susceptible human mind is thus per- 
petually badgered and made sick, while the masses 
are thus misdirected and recklessly drugged, even 
from the tender Winslow soothing syrup period 
throughout the remaining struggle for existence, 
can our deteriorating race be expected to regain 








the physical vigor and mental fortitude that char- 
acterized our forefathers? Never—nevermore. 

A medical paradox of the times is the fact that 
patent and proprietary medicine quackery aims to 
supplant intelligent medical treatment. To ll 
available extent it aims to impair public confidence 
in the efficiency of practicing physicians in general, 
and, by thus reducing practitioners of medicine to 
the pot-luck of emergencies and contingencies, it 
proposes to monopolize an exaggerated, artificial 
patronage of the use of its be-puffed specifics, and 
thereby reserve for itself the golden fleece of pros 
perity and afuence. An anomaly of the times is 
apparent in which the 
medical profession has drifted with the accelerat- 
ing current of quack competition, until the prestige 
of nostrum speculators compassed 
the medical advantages, has contracted the physi- 
cian’s province and utilized the captured profession 


the supine apathy with 


> > ] ; y 
has. well-nigh 


to enhance and magnify the sway of proprietary 
specialties, just as a skillfully managed seine may 
be drawn around a listless school of fish, until the 
hapless victims become appetizing game for their 
captor’s table. 

With the rank and file the profes- 
sion almost wholly absorbed in patiently conning 
complicated expressions of disease, whittling 
at the little end of the problem of daily necessi- 
ties; with medical practitioners everywhere dazed 
and discouraged by professional disappointments, 
and grasping for the reluctant picayune of a liveli- 
hood, that, under a wholesome professional status, 
might have augmented to a truly generous income; 
with a facile pharmacy ready, or compelled to 
handle whatever can acquire a demand or present 
itself as a medium for percentage in trade; with a 
credulous and infirm public fluctuating with the 
mutations of every breeze of novelty, and reach- 
ing for the froth of every flattering advertised 
recommendation, the world presents a ripe and 
easy harvest to shrewd speculators on the whims, 
infirmities and follies of human nature. 

These simple facts are uttered with no intended 
harshness of tone, with no censoriousness of spirit, 
but to earnestly invite the attention of medical 
men to the dangerous and powerful undertow of 
patent and copy-right medical practice which is 
strenuously drawing into the bottomless trough of 
its monopoly all possible interests and resources. 
Our brother-aids, the pharmacists, have been gen- 
erally utilized to act as the introducing and selling 
agents of all sorts of ‘‘ patent right” therapeutics, 
or, if a trope may be allowed, subjugated to serve 
as wheel-horses to roll forth the golden chariot of 
quack medicine monopoly, to the direct injury and 
overthrow of regular medical and pharmaceutical 
functions. 

Under the stimulus 
advertising, too many 
dispense from day to day to the ailing public the 
pretentious nostrums and specifics of quackery, 
regardless of ingredients, regardless of appropri- 
ateness or consequences, so long as the demand 
steady the profit remunerative. And 


of medical 


and 


of liberal cut-and-dried free 
are groomed to exhibit and 


is and 


thereby is the practice of quackery popularized 
and enabled to substitute itself for the province of 
regular medical prescribing. 

But physicians themselves have quite as gravely 
stood in the light of medical interests. 


Tamely 























Original Department. 248 








and thoughtlessly, like the fly entangling its wings 
in the artful spider’s web, the medical profession 
has been hazarding its head within the throttling 
noose of ready-made pharmacy, designed specific- 
ally for general introduction, and, backed by pro- 
fessional prescribing and recommendation, success- 
fully pushed into popular use among the people, 
until the resultant shrinkage of the medical and 
pharmaceutical prerogatives has grown so remark- 
ably apparent, as to demand immediate and 
earnest correction. 

In some instances, professors of medical colleges, 
practitioners of note in various quarters, when 
baited into giving recommendatory puffs to the 
trade-mark and copy-right pharmaceutical products 
of manufacturers, they surely did not consider the 
fact that the blazoning of their ex parte recommen- 
dations of these empiric or semi-empiric prepara- 
tions to the world for successive years, would 
prove a virtual ‘‘selling out” or ‘“‘giving away” 
of the prestige and vitality of the medical profes- 
sion, in so far as the enlarged and continued sales 
of these ready-made specialties for popular em- 
ployment afforded increased opportunity for drug- 
gists to officiate as prescribers, and for the public 
to fall into the temptation of risking self-treat- 
ment. 

A minute’s reflection may convince most physi- 
cians that the medical profession, all of us _per- 
haps, have been rashly impolitic by our good- 
natured habit of prescribing about everything got- 
ten out as a business venture by enterprising 
parties who believe a fortune is near at hand, if 
they can but get doctors and people into a fashion 
of patronizing their wares. If, as medical practition- 
ers, the natural and espoused guardians of 
the interests of health and life, demonstrate 
so little professional spirit; if we, as gen- 
eral practitioners, have so limited therapeutic 
ground-work of our own at our command, is it not 
patent that the role of medical practitioner must 
depreciate in public estimation? is it not evident 
that the people must naturally conclude that they 
are quite as capable of prescribing for themselves 
or applying to the druggist for some ready-made 
advertised medicine which the doctors themselves 
employ in similar cases? Does it not afford 
abundant excuse for druggists to affirm (as I have 
heard them do) that most doctors are mere follow- 
ers of every sort of therapeutic leading string, in- 
stead of composing their own prescriptions and 
encouraging the apothecary in the practice of 
scientific pharmacy? By such course is it not pos- 
sible for medical practitioners to be instrumental 
in setting themselves out of remunerative occupa- 
tion while promoting the advancement of proprie- 
tary monopoly so closely allied to quackery as to 
be indistinguishable in general effect ? 

It is the complaint of many druggists that this 
professional whimsicalness of doctors takes the 
province of pharmacy out of the hands of the 
apothecary, and loads his shelves with an unneces- 
Sary and varying inventory of the advertised stuffs 
of other men’s make, of the ingredients and thera- 
peutic value of which neither the doctor who pre- 
Scribes nor thé pharmacist who fills his orders has 
any personal positive knowledge. The truth of 
this affirmation is indisputable in a broad sense ; 
its moral self-evident and of graphic importance, 





A conscientious pharmacist in my neighborhood 
has recently furnished me with a long list of titles 
(simple, complex and double-twisted for copy-right- 


ing purposes) of proprietary preparations that he ~ 


has been required to put in stock and carry in 
their staleness, in response to the calls of phy- 
sician’s prescriptions at one time or another. Some 
of these articles are not recognized as regular 
nostrums, but as proprietary specialties for phy- 
sicians’ use, which amounts to about the same 
thing, inasmuch as they are fully labelled with di- 
rections for private taking or family use, and are 
elaborately puffed and strenuously pushed by their 
prosperous makers. None of these compounds 
possess any intrinsic superiority over the radical 
therapeutic ingredients they profess to embrace: 
and it is the expressed opinion of this intelligent 
pharmacist that any physician should be fully cap- 
able to compose any prescription of the active in- 
gredients of any or all proprietary pharmaceuticals 
if he desired to employ them at all; he then 
would be morally certain of quantity and fresh- 
ness ; and every graduate of pharmacy should be 
and doubtless is capable to compound any such 
formule with skill and accuracy; and naturally 
would experience a great deal more satisfaction in 
doing so than can be the case if he is required to 
buy some other compounder’s pharmaceutical pro- 
ducts, that are given the preference by the incon- 
siderate prescriber. Here we find the key-note of 
professional spirit and professional support, — in 
contradistinction to the disintegration and profes- 
sional exclusion of quackery and its allies. 


sca 
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Sierra Salvea—Some Comments on its 
Physical Properties, Physiological 
and Therapeutic Actions, 





By A. Comstock, M. D., Silver Cliff, Custer County, Colorado. 





HE observing traveler notes a peculiar adapta- 
tion of the animal and vegetable kingdoms to 

the new conditions, as he passes from the area of 
rain westward toward the Rocky Mountains. We 
will fix the eastern limit of observation at the goth 
degree of longitude and between the 37° and 42° 
parallel of latitude north. This area will be noticed 
to cover a territory stretching westward from 
about the middle of Kansas, including the east 
half of Colorado, and embracing ih a north and 
south direction, the entire width of Kansas, 
together with the lower portions of Nebraska and 
Wyoming. If one passes by way of the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, or the Kansas Pa- 
cific Railroad, he notes a gradual change from a 
rich green of the eastern half of Kansas to the 
barren, light ashen grey aspect, characteristic of 
the western half of Kansas and eastern half of 
Colorado. If he passes by the Union Pacific Rail- 
road, the influence of the snow belt and the 
Platte river will carry the barren belt further 
westward to near the east limit of Wyoming. As 
you reach the higher elevations, by either of the 
above routes, and climb to the height of about 
3,000 feet above ocean level, the cactus, the buf- 
falo grass and the sage plants chiefly monopolize 
the development, away from the narrow bottoms 
of the Arkansas and Platte rivers with their trib- 


utaries. 
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We are now chiefly concerned with a mem- 
ber of the sage family known as the ‘“‘ Sierra 
Salvea.” The physical properties of this plant, ina 
- state of nature, are about as follows: Itis a very hardy 
and persistent plant, of the perennial type which 
insists upon asserting itself upon the dry mesa, 
and is found to flourish to the elevation of 8,000 
feet. It is susceptible, however, to encouragement, 
and the richest specimens are found in the inter- 
vals between the hogbocks’ and buttes of the foot 
hills of the wet mountain range. It here receives 
annually nourishment from accumulations of the 
winter snows. as also washings from the slopes 
due to rains in the summer season. Here also, 
it is more actively stimulated by the sun’s rays, 
away from the chilly trade-winds which sweep the 
mesas, from May to July inclusive, from eleven 
o’clock A. M. till three or four Pp. M. almost daily. 
These coming from a south-westerly direction are 
chilled by the snows still upon the main range. 
There is a different type also found west of the 
Rocky Mountains, being largely composed of 
woody fibre, a shrub of 4 to 6 feet in height, with 
leaves of a coarse texture, and disagreeable flavor. 
The herb in question has a unique place im nature, 
like so many species of the higher elevation, and 
which are separated so widely from the vegetation 
of the Mississippi valley that neither the winds nor 
birds naturally distribute seeds from the eastward, 
and which, therefore, take their origin, de novo, or 
are brought over the range from that inter-moun- 
tain basin of which the Great Salt Lake is the 
focus. It is found in isolated clusters upon the 
mesas and in the depressions between the foot 
hills, with one central tap root eight or ten inches 
in length and spurs extending out nearer the 
surface. In the spring time or about the middle 
of April as the snows begin to yield to the mild 
mid-day sunlight, and the nightly snow squalls 
melt from the plains and moisten the surface roots, 
it exhibits a tuft of rich velvet green. The soft 
fern-like leaves unfold themselves from the head 
of the root and shoot upward and outward in a 
tuft of several radii. Afterward the central bud 
extends upward making the stalk or midrib of a 
series of dentated' composite leaves, which are 
analogous to the formation of a pair of moon 
horns, in length about five-eights of an_ inch. 
They are arranged upon the central stem spirally 
and 120 degrees apart, or so that three of the 
leaf clusters surround the stalk. The color of the 
leaf or stalk is of a rich sea green, directly after 
a shower, shading to the grey of a volcanic ash 
after a short interval of dry winds, or a rainless 
sky. When the afternoon showers of June set in, 
the central tufts, of which, there are from one to 
two dozen to each root, stretch upward very fast 
and in a month’s time a fine shaft shoots upward 
from the more vigorous stalks and a series of 
blossom buds appear, somewhat like the bloom 
stalk of the lilly of the valley. There is an incip- 
ient shade of yellow to the bifurcating pistils which 
is observed as the pollen lodges upon the stamens. 
If it has been well nourished the plant and blos- 
som stalk, has now attained the height of 8 to 11 
inches, The seeds mature quickly. It is said 
that certain fowls and smaller quadrupeds like the 
gopher feed upon it when all other sources of sup- 
ply fail, but generally, together with other wild 








plants of this newly opened region its place in the 
economy of nature appears to be wanting, unless 
it has some medicinal virtue. We believe it has 
and that it will occupy a very important field in 
its future history. 

Botanical history—absent. 

As to its physiological action, we observe that 
the root has almost a neutral taste, although there 
is a slight trace akin to that of our yellow dock. 
The leaves have a very positive flavor, at first 
similar to the cultivated sage plant in the east, but 
as the contents are more effectively expressed, there 
succeeds a bitter taste like that of boneset. The 
taste is very persistently retained, and can be 
noticed if held in the mouth for half an hour or 
more. Combined with the saliva of the mouth, 
the ashen grey shade of the dried leaf, changes 
into a beautiful Metternich green, and the fibre 
becomes spongy and swollen. The odor is also 
similar to that of the cultivated eastern sage, but 
modified with an aroma not unlike recently cut 
clover. The odor of the blossom is almost nil, 
but the taste of the capsule is of a much more 
concentrated bitter. The color of an infusion is a 
pale amber, deepening as the impregnation becomes 
stronger and at last assuming a purplish shade. 
The coloring matter of the fibre having now 
become distilled, at which stage an acid, bitter 
taste is developed, similar to a condition we find 
in a like treatment of black tea. The flavor of an 
infusion, especially when fresh and hot is not, 
perhaps, so agreeable as a tea of our domestic 
sage but after a little use it is more attractive. 
Many acquire a positive love for it as a beverage, 
and probably it is not more nor less an acquired 
taste than that for tea or coffee. If, however, it 
be used in a very strong infusion it excites nausea 
and if persisted in vomiting, with no retching nor 
ill after effects, but on the contrary sleep ensues 
with a free perspiration. This stage is not suc- 
ceeded by exhaustion but rather by a very refresh- 
ing sensation, with freedom from headache or 
depression. The integral active principle, what- 
ever it may be, is freely diffused into and through 
the circulation, for in less than five minutes after 
a free draught of the tea, at a temperature as high 
as one would advise to get a diaphoretic result 
from hot lemonade, or the stimulant effect of an 
ordinary cup of coffee there is flushing of the 
cheeks, an incipient exudation from the sweat 
glands at the roots of the hair along the tem- 
poral and frontal arch, together with a tingling 
and fullness at the finger tips. The eyes brighten 
and the entire peripheral circulation is stimulated. 
Directly, if a sufficiently large portion be taken, as 
indicated for a general diaphoretic action, the 
sweat glands about the cervical region respond and 
extending downward, the back, the trunk and both 
extremities become bathed in a gentle perspiration, 
when the anodyne action supervenes, as stated 
above. I have never taken occasion to try the 
effects, if carried to an extreme, but I apprehend, 
that since moisture from the body is so readily 
taken up by the arid atmosphere at this elevation, 
it would result in an extreme stage of sweating, 
and in a temporary but real exhaustion. It does 


not appear to effect the salivary glands very much, 
but does increase moisture of the fauces to some 
extent promptly. The action of the heart is in- 
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creased and steadied and arterial tension relieved. 
The natural physiological processes of other organs 
do not seem to be suspended, but rather in some 
instances to be accelerated, such as the liver and 
The former I infer, as it is very efficient 
to the latter 


kidneys. 
in relieving a jaundiced skin, and as 
organ I know trom the increased diuresis which 
in two or three hours. succeeds. I 
found the opportunity to observe per sphymograph 
the exact action it illustrates through the radial 
pulse, but in cases of mountain diphtheria and 
rheumatic fever, to which I shall hereafter allude 
as exhibited clinically, I shallleave everyone to draw 
his own conclusions impartially. That it removes 
opens 


have never 


central congestion and up the avenues of 
the excretory organs, I argue from personal observa- 
tions as well as the observation of others, who 
have taken an interest in the plant. The direct 
evidence appears when the tension and pain at the 
base of the brain and along the spine yield, and 
when the dry, pinched skin 
to a normal condition, due doubtless to a dilatation 
of the arterioles. I believe its specific effect is 
to appeal to the central 
motor system, and that it effects these first, 
which take 
have invariably 
perspiratory action at the temporal 
regret that I had not the requisite apparatus to 
systematically and scientifically pursue a more satis- 
the ingredients of the 


moistens and relaxes 


ganglia of the vaso- 
origin near the medulla because I 
noticed the first indications of 
region. I 


factory investigation, as to 
urine, such for example in relation to the quantity 
of urea and other constituents of the same. I am 
inclined to think, however, that the inference is a 
fair one when we regard the efferent and afferent 
ducts of the kidney, to be relieved of any existing 
irritants. This may be due to, or coincident with 
the general anodyne and quiescent effect of the 
remedy, for we observe that the bladder becomes 
distended ane stimulated to a free discharge, as 
above remarked, 
two to three hours. 
as to any remedies being contraindicated—if it be 
so, nor of any adjuvants, unless it be the acid of 
lemons which a _ patient introduced to 
induce a child to take the infusion, thus combining 
it with a hot 
complimentary to her 
maternal instincts. 

4. Therapeutic action.—My attention was first 
called to the therapy of the above plant through my 
own necessities and misfortunes. In the latter part 
of April, 1880, I visited the Wet Mountain Valley, 
somewhat invalided from several causes, owing to 


after sleep and an interim of 


I am not yet readv to report 


voluntarily 
lemonade, and with results quite 
therapeutics as also her 


contingencies during and since the war, and became 
affected with a common cold after a slight exposure 
one day soon following my arrival. The onset 
pursued me and resulted in what the laity here 
term ‘‘mountain fever.” This said fever when 
once inaugurated is not unlike many maladies, and 
conditions which are more attractive in the remin- 
iscence than in the veritable presence. It seemed 
to be a sort of miscegenation of spinal menin- 
gitis, remittent and rheumatic fevers. It had a 
very depressant effect upon the mental regime, 
such as one experiences in the most extreme cases of 
Sea-sickness, but without the vomiting. This 
mountain fever, so-called, is not enticing, nor in 
accord with the general sentiment that at this eleva- 


tion life is a constant ‘“‘ little heaven here below.” 
I sought counsel and was advised to use quinine, 
which I did with some relief. I consumed within the 
following six or eight days about 200 grains of quinia 
sulph. and samples of such superior compound 
cathartic preparations as I had about my baggage, 
by day, and a partial stock of morphine and other 
adjuvants by night, with a result of feeling some- 
what impaired a portion of the day, but at no 
time to the extent of a full twenty-four con- 
secutive hours. My visions at night were some- 
what in the order of tragedy, and trilogy, as I 
appeared in the story of Prometheus, Orestes, and 
such heathen types of heroes, and once I was 
awakened by Hon. David Davis sitting upon the 
region of the umbilicus. 


I began to think something in the climate did 
not suit my case, as my fever assumed a remit- 
tent form with remissions of brief intervals. The 
thermometer indicated an abnormally high tem- 
perature at all hours. Finally an ‘‘old timer,”— 
who had been in the Valley since Fremont’s disas- 
trous attempt to cross the Range about Horn’s 
Peak, a little below here over thirty years ago— 
met me and remarked that he guessed a little of 
the sage punch would ‘‘ knock it endways.” After 
another week or so of investigation and inquiry 
and mountain fever I was induced to try it, and 
with such encouragement on the first night, that I 
was inclined to repeat it on the second, and did so 
until at the end of the third day I began to resume 
my regular habits at the table, and of sleeping. I 
observed after partaking freely of the tea, that my 
temperature was reduced in the morning follow- 
ing, that upon and after retiring the perspiration 
was quite free tor about one hour, when [f fell 
asleep. When I awakened, during the night, 
I found occasion to relieve the tension caused 
by a free secretion from the kidneys, the head 
ache had subsided, and the pain through the lum- 
bar portion of back was absent. I was, however, 
not strong nor free from apprehension until the 
third day had elapsed, when appetite and a nor- 
mal condition generally returned. The custom of 
using it for all fevers of local origin, cold, exhaus- 
tion or other causes, I learn has been very gene- 
ral with the Mexican occupants of the valley as 
far back as history or tradition can be traced. It 
is said to be an excellent substitute for alcohol in 
cases of dipsomania. Travelers and freighters state 
that thin animals suffer at first introduction from 
the East here, and are subject to a suppression of 
urine, especially if overworked in the dry season. 
This appears quite natural when one recalls the 
arid character of the atmosphere which absorbs 
moisture from the skin so promptly, that a drop 
of perspiration is very unusual when driving a 
horse in midsummer. The story is that the ‘‘ burro” 
(or Spanish donkey), when so affected seeks this 
plant, and eats it to the exclusion of every other 
diet, till he is relieved, and thus the man-animal 
has logically fallea heir to the instructive teachings 
of a descendent of the Andalusian Jack, just as 
we have to the lands of the Spanish discoverer. 
My custom in preparing it was that of the coun- 
try, namely, to boil water and add a sufficient 
quantity to make. a tea, and drink as hot as it 
can be taken. I sipped half an ounce to an ounce 
of the fluid every ten to twenty minutes, till 
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enough had been received to occasion a free per- 
spiration, which should occur within an hour's 
time. My observation taught that an infusion, 
just mild enough to be quite agreeable to the taste 
of the patient was better than to make it so strong 
that it offended, both the taste and the stomach. 
Some prefer adjuvants, such as sugar and spices, 
but the natural flavor is not distasteful, and is 
pre-eminently the most agreeable remedy of value 
yet suggested to control the conditions of the 
above named malady. No one suffering from any 
positive disturbance can find objection to its use 
in this primitive form. However, as before noted, 
some hot lemonade is gratefully received with it and 
beneficial, I believe, in which case I use about 
one-half of each, if the lemon flavor is strong and 
positive. I have no doubt an abstraction in the 
form of either tincture or fluid extract can be 
prepared which would, in most respects, be an 
improvement and convenience. It could be given 
in lemonade or with any hot vehicle, or by itself as 
experience or indications appear to advise. 


My own impressions of the cause or rationale of the 
so-called mountain fever I will here take occasion 
to record. The entire secreting and excreting 
systems are affected by a change to the elevation, 
as also owing to the dry and arid character of the 
atmosphere. The lungs require a greater volume 
of air to secure their accustomed amount of oxygen 
for the blood nourishment, and hence respirations 
are increased in number, and the former balance 
of the breathing apparatus is disturbed. The excre- 
tions of the skin are modified somewhat, also 
because the moisture is voraciously taken up as it 
passes the pores of the skin, and consequently 
more evaporation is the result, than one is accus- 
tomed to experience at sea-board. Further there is a 
perceptible dryness to the epithelium in all portions 
of the surface of the body. The kidneys are thus, 
if one exercises in the open air, deprived of their 
usual pro rata of fluids to float the excreta, which 
nature calls for in that direction, and hence until 
the system has generally adapted itself to these new 
conditions and some intelligent precautions are 
adhered to, there is danger of disturbance to the 
entire physiological process. The irritant fever, 
the pain and pressure at the base of the brain and 
along the spine is an alarm given to warn us that 
relief is demanded. The onset in my own case 
occurred after a long drive in the latter part of 
April against a cold, dry wind current of about 
thirty miles per hour. I experienced an intense 
thirst for an hour before I reached my hotel, and 
upon sitting down to the table I ordered a glass of 
water, and afterwards a glass of milk, both of which 
together with two cups of tea, I drank before 
eating, or feeling my sense of thirst abating. The 
hot drinks seemed to be best suited, and gave relief at 
last, due, I presume, to the fact that they went 
directly into the circulation and filled the vacuum 
promptly, being at about the temperature of the 
blood. The sense of thirst, to a perceptible degree, 
is unsupportable, in health even, if very much 
out-door exercise be indulged in at this elevation, 
and my trials in higher levels, up to 14,000 feet, 
teaches that it increases as one ascends till it 
may become quite oppressive. 


Other observations upon a more extended use of this 

















contribution to the list of medicinal plants, both 
here and elsewhere, I reserve for another occasion. 

But that it may become a competitor with qui- 
nine I cannot refrain from inferring, and if so it 
will be welcomed by the patient as also by the 
profession. 





(Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 
Some Remarks on Desiccated Blood, 


By Carl Seiler, M, D,, Philadeiphia, Pa, 





HERE can be no doubt as to the desirability 

of nitrogenized food in a concentrated form, 
which is easily assimilated by the system and is 
therfore readily retained by a weakened stomach, 
in the treatment of wasting diseases and especially 
in those cases of phthisis, syphilis and cancer, in 
which there exists a difficulty or even total inability 
of deglutition. It is here that we require an arti- 
cle of food which shall be so constituted that it 


can be taken up by the system and utilized for 
the nourishment of the tissues, without necessa- 
rily going through the process of gastric diges- 


tion, but which may be absorbed directly either 
by the mucous membrane of the large intestine, 
as in cases where it is necessary to feed the 
patient by nutritive enemata, or by the skin or 
finally by the mucous membrane of the respira- 
tory tract. 

For a number of years past I have experi- 
mented with and used the different extracts of 
beef and malt as they appeared in the market, 
with variable results in the treatment of laryn- 
geal phthisis complicated with’ dysphagia, and 
have lately been induced to try a new prepara- 
tion called desiccated blood. The (first case in 
which I used the preparation was one of general 
debility and want of tone, and one in which 
ordinarily I would have given cod liver oil and 
beef extracts. The desiccated blood seemed, how- 
ever, to meet all the requirements, and the patient 
is apparently improving under it. Two other 
cases which came under my care about this 
time, one a case of phthisis with extensive ulcera- 
tions of the epiglottis, making deglutition ex- 
tremely painful, and the other one of syphilitic 
ulceration of the larynx accompanied also by 
dysphagia, promised to be good subjects to observe 
the action of desiccated blood I accordingly 
ordered for each an injection into the rectum of 
one drachm of the blood dissolved in the requi- 
site amount of salt and water, four times a day, 
while at the same time I ordered inhalations 
from the steam atomizer of a solution of one- 
half drachm of the blood in three ounces of 
salt and water, and one ounce of glycerine 
in the twenty-four hours. No other treatment, 
except local applications to the ulcerations in the 
larynx, was instituted for ten days. During that 
time both patients did well and there was an 
undoubted improvement in their general condi- 
tion which must be solely ascribed to the absorp- 
tion of nutritive elements from the desiccated 
blood. The use of nutritive inhalations is, as 


at 


in. 


far as I know, a novel idea and I was prompted 
to try it by the fact, which I had observed, that 
butchers as a rule are strong, healthy men, but 
are rather poor eaters, and especially do they 
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FIG. 1. RESTORED BLOOD-CORPUSCLES FROM DESICCATED BLOOD. x 35<. (Ergm Photograph.) 














FIG, 2, GLOBULES OF ALBUMEN RESEMBLING OIL GLOBULES. FROM A SPECIMEN OF DESICCATED 
BLOOD. YF 350. (From Photograph.) 
‘ 








248 





The Therapeutic Gazette. 





eat little meat. Thus it occurred to me that 
they might possibly obtain a sufficient amount of 
nitrogenized food by absorbing through the mucous 
membrane of the lungs and the respiratory tract, 
the exhalations from the fresh meat they handle. 

After having thus proved the efficacy of the 
preparation in three cases at least, I made care- 
ful microscopical examinations of the blood, 
with a view to determine to my own satisfac- 
tion whether any fibrine was contained in it; 
whether the morphological elements of the blood 
had been destroyed in the process of drying; 
whether the albumen had been coagulated or was 
in a soluble shape; and finally whether the desic- 
cated blood contained any impurities. 





FIG, 3. RESTORED BLOOD-CORPUSCLES, 
X 350. 
I first made a solution of the preparation in 


plain water (six drachms to five ounces) and from 
this prepared a number of slides. A_ careful 
search, however, for fibrine bands and blood cor- 
puscles was altogether fruitless, and the field of 
the microscope was filled with granular masses 
floating in a_ slightly colored fluid, the constitu- 
ents of which could even under the higher powers 
(1-10 immersion) not be resolved into any shape. 
Besides these granular masses I noticed num- 
ber of globules of various sizes which somewhat 
resembled small drops of oil, for which I at first 
mistook them, without being able to account f 
their presence, except that they might have been 
introduced during the process of drying the fresh 
blood. This supposition was, however, not tena- 
ble, because even after the solution, from which 
the specimens had been prepared, had remained 
quiet for twelve hours, no oil could be detected 
floating on its surface. 

I next made a solution of the dried blood accord- 
ing to the formula devised by Dr. J. G. Richard- 


a 


for | 





son, of Philadelphia, which is to dissolve dried 
blood in a solution of common table salt in dis. 
tilled water of the strength of fifty-six grains to 
the pint. From this solution also a number of 
slides were prepared, and on examination I ex- 
perienced no difficulty in finding a large number 
of blood corpuscles in the field of the micro. 
scope. They were of the average size of the 
corpuscles seen in fresh ox blood, but they had 
to some extent lost their color, so that they 
appeared paler than normal, and made it some- 
what difficult for me to obtain a micro-negative 
of sufficient density for printing. (See fig. 1). 
Most of them were round, but I saw also a num- 
ber which were crenated and distorted in shape. 





BANDS OF FIBRINE AND GLOBULES OF ALBUMEN. - 


(From Photograph.) 


I again noticed the globular bodies resembling 


oil globules, and they appeared to be about twice 


the size of the red blood corpuscles, although 
some were larger and others smaller. (See fig. 2). 
With a view to determine whether they were 


oil or not I introduced various coloring solutions 
under the cover glass of the specimens and found 
that these -globules were brightly stained by most 
of the aniline colers but not by carmine or indigo, 
thus proving them to be something else than oil 
globules. 

f specimens I noticed in one 


In this second f s 
3) and 


set o 
or two instances a few bands of fibrine (fig. 
some extraneous matter in the shape of dust, both 
in very minute quantities. 

I next made a solution the dried blood in 
some artificial gastric juice, and after it had 
remained in an incubator for four hours, I pre- 
pared specimens from it for microscopical examina- 
tion. In these I found no trace of any blood 
corpuscles, but the field of the microscope was 
filled with a brownish amorphous mass contain- 


of 
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ing a few minute granules. In none of the speci- 
mens examined thus far had I been able to dis- 
cover any flakes of coagulated albumen. 

Finally, in order to find, if possible, the origin of 
the globular bodies whose nature I had not been 
I placed the thinnest flake of 
could pick out, upon a slide, and 


able to determine, 
dried blood I 
after applying the cover glass, examined it under 
the microscope. 
mass with here and there a faint suspicion of the 
outline of a blood corpuscle. I 
drop of the salt solution to run under the cover 
and watch the gradual solution of the flake. Thus 
I saw how little by little small masses were loosened 
from the large flake, and in them the outline of 
the blood corpuscles became distinctly visible, and 
these were held together by a straw colored amor- 
Presently I noticed that 


Nothing was visible but a dark 


then allowed a 


phous stroma. a large 


globule loosened itself from this stroma, becoming, 


subdivided into smaller ones, in which I recognized 
the same globular bodies seen in the other speci- 
mens. Thus I suspected that they were globules 
of albumen which had not been entirely dissolved 
by the salt solution, this 
confirmed when I found them to be opaque after 
the slide had been held 
the flame of a spirit lamp. 

To sum up the results of these observations, I 
found that the desiccated blood contained very lit- 
tle, if any, fibrin ; that the blood corpuscles could 
be restored to their original size and 
the albumen contained in it was in a soluble form; 
and that there was no extraneous matter present 
except a small amount of dust. 

Thus it will be seen, that on theoretical grounds 
this preparation deserves extended trial in all cases 
where gastric digestion is impaired or impossible, 


and suspicion became 


for a few moments over 


shape; that 


for if a solution of it is absorbed by the mucous 
membrane of the bowe’s and the respiratory tract, 
as I have to believe 
and is thus introduced into the system without 
having undergone any chemical change, as would 
be produced by the action of the gastric juice, we 


strong reasons that it is, 


will have a species of transfusion of ox blood into 
the human system. Whether morphological 
elements, the blood corposcules, as such and in 
the normal condition, can be taken up by a healthy 
mucous membrane I am not prepared to say, but 
even if they are not absorbed, the albumen in a 
State as it is found in healthy blood and the salts 
of the blood certainly can be absorbed and thus 
must necessarily aid in the nourishment of the tis- 
sues, 


the 


oe re 
{Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 


Abortion Shortly after Conception, and 
its Prevention by Viburnum 
Prunifolium. 


By W.L. Coleman, M. D., Houston, Texas, 





[A paper read before 
Society. ] 

ENTLEMEN: Soon after being appointed your 
essayist for this occasion I was led to select 

the subject ‘‘Abortion shortly after Conception,” by 
seeing a short paragraph on it by Dr. Mary Putnam 
Jacobi, in the August number (1876) of the New 
York Medical Journal, the reading of which re- 


the Robertson County, Texas, Medical 


called a number of cases I have treated during the 
last five or six years, and I have concluded to give 
you from my note book a short history of some of 
these cases, together with my treatment, hoping 
that you may be led to investigate the subject more 
closely, and thereby some of the victims in these 
cases of so-called womb disease, be saved from the 
misery and dangers of sponge tents, caustic and 
intra-uterine medication. Our standard authorities 
are almost unanimous in the Opinion that abortion 
occurs most frequently at the third month and they 
apparently sustain their opinion by tables of 
but from actual bed-side observations 
made during a practice of twenty years, I am sat- 
ised that the number of abortions which occurs at 
the fourth or sixth week is greater than all that 
occur at all the other of utero-gestation, 
and the reason why we have no tables 
of this period, is that in 99 cases out of 100 the 
embyros are so small as to escape detection by the 
patient, and physicians have not been thorough 
enough in their investigations. I am _ confident 
that in many cases suffering from deranged, diffi- 
cult and painful menstruation, which is diagnosed 
and treated by superficial observers endo- 
metritis, metritis, dysmenorrhoea or 


statistics, 


periods 
statistical 


as 
menorrhagia, 
state of 
hypererethesia and a want of tolerance on the part 
of the womb, and abortion after 
conception as to attract the attention of neither the 
To apply a treatment to 
such cases as would be suitable in true dysmenor- 
rhoea, menorrhagia, or metrorrhagia, would do no 
good but only add to the sufferings of the patient, 
and if persevered in finally produce an actual dis- 
eased condition of the uterus. I shall feel myself 
amply repaid if I succeed in impressing upon your 
minds the importance of thorough, patient investi- 
gation and clear diagnosis in all such cases; and 
you in turn will be blessed with the sense of ‘‘good 
done,” if, from any idea you may obtain from me, 
you succeed in relieving some poor disappointed, 
under the stigma 
the good of her 
It is not in my power, 
to say what is the pathological condition of the 
uterus in these cases of early abortion, but, as I 
have said, there is evidently a state of hypererethesia, 
and I might add, hyperesthesia, and from these 
conditions of excessive irritability and sensibility, 
it is natural to suppose that .there is an amount of 
organic and nervous irritation in the uterus which 
will not permit that organ to tolerate the impreg- 
nated ovum. But fear | led off into 
theorizing, while my object is to present facts, I 
will read from my note book: 


there is nothing more the matter than a 


occurs so soon 


patient nor physician. 


humiliated woman laboring 


of sterility, and secure to her 


ambition, healthy offspring. 


for be 


Case 1. In October 1881, Mr. T., 
to see his wife, and try to relieve her, stating that 
her health had been bad for years; that she suffer- 
ed from painful and irregular menstruation, and 
had some disease of the womb for which she had 
been under treatment of a physician for twelve 
months, who made monthly examinations with 
speculum and applied numerous remedies without 
any benefit. Mrs. T., gave the following history: 
zt. 28; married eight years; seven years previous 
gave birth to a healthy child after a protracted 
labor,—bad recovery—fever and mammary abscess, 


requested me 
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with nipples so sore she could not nurse her child. 
And here, by way of parenthesis, I remark that I 
think the hypererethesia of uterus in her case was 
first caused by her failure to nurse her child, the 
breasts failing to act, as nature designs, as revul- 
sives to the womb in its then enlarged, flaccid and 
irritable condition. Since that confinement her 
health has been bad and at times she has suffered with 
much pain in the region of the womb. She would 
menstruate two or three periods regularly and would 
then go two or three weeks over-her time when 
she would have pains and a profuse flow. As 
she appeared rather anemic I put her on pills of 
iodoform and ferrum redactum,’one grain each, ter 
die. Ten days before the menstrual molimen I gave 
her a compound elixir of helonias root, with in- 
structions to continue until two weeks after the 
period, and to keep up this treatmént for three or 
four periods. (I will say just here that I am utter- 
ly opposed to using these proprietary elixirs, but 
not having any fluid extract viburnum prunifolium 
on hand I prescribed this elixir because it was said 
to contain 10 grains to the fluid ounce, and as soon 
as I could obtain a reliable fluid extract of black 
haw I added an ounce to each eight ounce vial of 
the elixir, and in the after treatment only used the 
elixir as a vehicle and to cover the bitter taste of 
black haw. For the last three years I have been 
using the fluid extract and it has given perfect 
satisfaction.) 


My patient carried out my instructions faithfully, 
her general health was restored, as the future 
proved; she became pregnant early in Novem- 
ber, some weeks after the treatment was commenced. 
She was rescued from a condition of suffering and 
misery, in which she was a burden to herself and 
expense to her husband, filled with all the fond 
hopes and pleasing anticipations of maternity, and 
on the 8th of August 1872 I delivered her of a 
healthy male child. She succeeded with the aid of 
a nipple shield in nursing her child, her catamenia 
returned in about eight months, and as they man- 
ifested a tendency to irregularity I put her on the 
viburnum prunifolium, again and in the course of 
time she became pregnant, went the full time with 
the aid of the medicine, and I again delivered her 
on the 11th of April 1874 of a fine child. 


Case 2. Mrs. D., a younger sister of Mrs. T., 
who resided in a distant village, was present dur- 
ing her sister’s first confinement. She had been 
married five years and had no children. She told 
me she was affected exactly like her sister had 
been, and would like for me to prescribe for her. 
I gave her the same treatment with this addition: 
Upon examination I found there was chronic en- 
gorgement with uneasiness, amounting to pain at 
times, of the mouth and neck of the womb. To 
relieve this I instructed her to use just after the 
menstrual period injections of water as hot as she 
could bear it every night before retiring and to 
keep up the application for 10 to 15 minutes, 
directing the stream against the mouth of the 
womb. These hot water irrigations blanched and 
contracted the mucous membrane of the os, gave 
tone to the muscular fibres, and afforded her relief 
from all uneasy sensations. She returned home 


and in ten months gave birth to a child. After 
her return home and finding herself pregnant and 


doing well she sent a neighbor of hers to consult 
me, making 

Case 3. Mrs. G., who came accompanied by 
her husband. He informed me that his wife was 
very anxious for offspring; that they had been 
married nine years and she had never conceived to 
his knowledge, that for several years she had been 
constantly under treatment of different physicians, 
‘‘and, in fact, had suffered many things of ‘many 
physicians, and was nothing bettered, but rather 
grew worse.” Said, while he was very anxious for 
her to be relieved, he did not want to waste time 
or money, On any more experiments, and if [| 
could not promise to cure her did not want me to 
undertake the case. .I informed him I could not 
make such a promise in any kind of a case, but 
after a careful examination and finding there was 
no organic disease, but that her menstrual periods 
were frequently delayed a week or ten days and 
would then come on with an increased flow and 
pain, I concluded her whole trouble arose from 
abortion soon after conception, and I prevailed 
upon him to let her try my prescription of iodoform 
and iron with the fluid extract of viburnum pruni- 
folium. I had the druggist to put up enough to 
last her three months and she returned home but 
kept me posted every month in regard to her con- 
dition. She became pregnant after the next men- 
strual period and I enjoined upon her as much 
rest and freedom from exercise as possible during 
each subsequent molimen. Her general health im- 
proved rapidly, the womb made no effort to throw 
off its contents prematurely and in ten months 
after she consulted me she was the happy mother 
of a fine boy. 


Case 4. Last spring Mrs. W. of the same town 
as the two last cases, wrote to me upon their re- 
commendation that she wanted a prescription, as 
she was also barren, and thought she was suffering 
from the same cause as the other two ladies. 
Said was thirty-three years old, had been married 
seven years, and her general health pretty good. 
Menstruation regular as to time but some periods 
the flow would last seven or eight days instead of 
three or four, her usual time. At a venture I sent 
her the fluid extract of black haw which she 
took two months, and she is now in her seventh 
month of pregnancy. 

I think the foregoing are a sufficient number of 
cases to adduce in an article of this kind to show 
the efficacy of the remedy. It may be objected 
that I used iodoform and iron in the first three 
cases, but this was only done on account of their 
anemic condition and to restore lost vigor. I have 
treated numbers of cases successfully in which I have 
given nothing but the black haw, and in fact among 
the poorer classes and colored women I have been 
in the habit of preparing them a tincture from the 
bark of the fresh root, as they were not able to 
buy the fluid extract which retailed here for a long 
time at fifty cents per ounce, and many of MyYug 
patients complain at having to pay twenty-five cents 
an ounce foritin prescriptions. It grows luxuriantly 
all over the state and ought not to be a costly 
medicine. It is certainly the remedy in all cases 
of habitual abortion, and yet I would not trust to 
it in a case where pains and other symptoms of 
abortion had commenced, but give chloral, opium 























or some other antispasmodics to quiet those 
symptoms. It is slow in its action and should be 
‘ least ten days before and after the 


given for at 
menstrual period, for three or four periods, in those 


1 


cases of habitual abortion in order to remove that 
excessive irritability and establish a tolerance of 
the impregnated ovum on the part of the womb. 
I have also prescribed it in a number of cases of 
metrorrhagia in unmarried females with the happiest 
effect, in every case the flow being controlled by 
it and the periods becoming perfectly regular. I 
venture the assertion that if the truth was known 
it would be found to be the active ingredient in 


nearly all the female 


flooding the countr;. 


bitters and regulators that are 


> — 
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The Old and the New; That or This, 
Which ? 





By J. M. Blackerby, M. D., Milford, Ky. 


HAVE selected the above words and phrases as 

as a title for an article on a few remedies, old 
and new, not with a view to depreciate the one or 
extol the other. As we pass through our years of 
practice trying and using the various remedies 
presented by the skilled pharmacist, and gathered 
from various extraneous sources, extolling some 
and discarding many, we frequently come across 
one that presents so many good qualities, or affects 
such good results in the treatment of some malady, 
acts so kindly and so prumptly that it at once 
finds a secure place in our esteem, and not uncom- 
monly becomes an ‘‘old reliable,” frequently called 
upon to do service in all sorts of cases and con- 
ditions. 


I suppose there are few physicians who have 
not some ‘‘favorite prescriptions,” or at least 
some favorite remedy, and which is often pre- 


scribed in some case hitherto untaught in the text- 
books, nor yet by 
a professional may, 
however, not 
say startled, results emanating from 
the of we little suspected ; and 
this leads me to the consideration of the 


recommended 
this 


prescribed 
brother. 
are 
to 


or 
3e as it 


we sometimes surprised, to 
see 
use an agent 
therapia 
of chronic ulcers, such as ulcers of the scalp, por- 
tigo favosa, ulcers of the cervical glands and ulcers 
of the tibia and fibula. It has been my fortune 
during the years of my practice to meet with and 
treat very many cases of chronic ulcers, both of 
the head and of the lower extremities, and though 
I met with uniform success with the means I used 
during that time, I have to some extent so changed 
or modified the treatment that but little of the 
old remains, and yet I cannot claim that the num- 
ber of cures are any greater than of yore; but 
certain am I that they are affected in much less 
time. One or two cases each, of the old and new 
Manner of treatment, will suffice to show the dif- 
ference in treatment and the length of time usually 
required by the two processes. the 


In treatment 


of these cases my object has been first to secure a 
teliable alterative treatment, and second, to estab- 
lish an equilibrium in the processes of waste and 
Having procured satisfactory results from 
such available agents as I have found at my com- 


repair. 
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objects, I turned my 
as seemed 


mand for the above named 
the of such 
best calculated to hasten the process of cleansing 
first years 
a great many things, those 


attention to use remedies 


and healing the ulcer. During the of 


my practice I tried 


recommended by many of the authors and such as 


were offered me by my kind medical brethren. 
With some of these I had more or less satisfac- 
tory results until sometime in 1859, being called 


his 


of to 


daughter for scald-head of several years’ standing. 


by a gentleman my neighborhood treat 
This was a case I was familiar with, it having been 
treated for several years by my then partner, and 
knowing the mode of treatment adopted by him, 
and his failure to relieve seemed 
necessary that I should institute some new plan 
of treatment or fail of success. In this patient, a 
little girl 12 old, I found a _ well-marked 
scrofulous diathesis and a system somewhat run 
down, apparently from the former course of treat- 
ment. When I took charge of the case I imme- 
diately placed her on the olei lini and whisky treat- 
ment as being best calculated to supply the failing 
vigor of her system. After she had used this medi- 
cine six or eight days I then alternated it with 


the following perscription : 


the case, it 


years 


sarse, 3 jv. 
arcti lappz, 
sanguinariz, 
phytolaccee, di 3 j. 
potass. iodid., 3 j. 


R Syrup 
- 3 iij. 


M. Sig.—One-half a _ teaspoonful alternating 
with former prescription three times daily. 

This general treatment I supplemented with a 
local treatment, then adopted by me for the first 
time, but which I had often found io be of incalculable 
benefit in other cases of more recent date, after 
properly shaving and cleansing the scalp, for 
which purpose I used a wash of soft water and 
white slightly acidulated with pure 
apple Perhaps some of my 
may know why I acidulated the 
what benefit I expected 
in the cleansing of such 
ulcers, and why use the one selected in preference 
to the other acids of the 


castile soap 


vinegar. readers 
be curious to 
the head, or 


from the use of an acid 


wash for 


I answer 
any such by saying that in all ulcers presenting 
an inflamed, red and angry appearance I believe 
the conditions presenting indicated the presence of 
the system, and 
necessity of the acid wash, as well as 


materia medica, 


a superabundance of alkali in 
hence the 
the occasional use of acids internally; and the pref- 
erence of apple vinegar only because it is at all 
times convenient and found to be, by long expe- 
rience, properly adapted to the treatment of such 
cases. After the first general cleansing, I never 
permit the further use of soap in dressing the 
ulcers or in cleansing them, except, when the dis- 
charge has been very profuse and hardened incrus- 
tations are formed. A very tew washings with 
the acidulated wash seems speedily to correct this 
condition and leave the ulcer and surrounding tis- 
sues white and healthy. When the ulcers are 
cleansed and thoroughly dried I use an ointment 
or salve prepared as follows: 


Hydrarg. sub. muriat. 
Rhei puilv. 

Sanguinariz pulv, 4% 9). 
Adipis preparat. 3 j. 


SS a 


a NS So 
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Mix, and rub into a fine soft paste. Sig.—With 
a soft brush coat the entire ulcer and adjacent tis- 
sues lightly with the ointment two or three times 


in twenty-four hours. Cover the head with soft 
linen or cotton cloths torn small enough to fit 
closely to the head, completely covering it. I 


diligently pursued this treatment for six months, 
without varying it in the least and was rewarded 
by securing a complete cure at the end of the 
time, followed shortly after with the return of a 
beautiful suit of hair. 

In r862 was called to see Mr. D. C., et. 41, 
steam boat engineer, suffering from chronic ulcer 
of lower third of the right leg, three and one-half 
by five inches, of nine years’ standing. This man 
had just returned from a voyage to New Orleans, 
and was in such a condition as to be confined to 
his bed when I saw him. I immediately placed 
him on the alterative treatment, as prescribed, above 
in dessert spoonful doses three times daily, treating 
the ulcer locally in every manner as in the above 
case. In a short time the ulcer presented healthy 
indications, and went on slowly but surely to a 
final recovery, healing over smoothly with but a 
slight scar, showing a trace of its former locality, 
in about seven months from commencement of 
treatment. 

I have recently treated quite a number of cases 
of each of these diseased conditions and with 
satisfactory success, and in a much reduced length 
of time, with the use of berberis aquifolium as an 
alterative, combined with yerba santa in such cases 
as present the scrofulous diathesis; using locally 
the ointment as above prepared, and applied as 
there directed. In the process of cleansing the 
scalp or the ulcers as the case may be, I invariably 
thoroughly cleanse with warm soft water 
and soap, using a very soft surgeon’s sponge, 
shaving the head as clean as is possible to 
do and drying it before using the ointment. After 
the first cleansing, I use only buttermilk for the 
future washings, which should be done three or 
four times ig twenty-four hours, the milk being 
several days old and strained through a hair or 
fine wire strainer so as to remove any particles of 
butter that may remain in it. After seve- 
ral years’ trial of this method of treating such cases, 
I think I can assure the profession that they will 
find it in every respect worthy their con- 
fidence. 1 deem the milk wash far superior to the 
acidulated water, in that it seems to possess some 
property that assists in the healing process not 
contained in the latter. In regard to the 
ointment, I use the same ingredients and in 
the same proportions as before, but instead of 
prepared lard, I now substitute the new prepara- 
tion, cosmoline, which I find far superior to the lard 
ointment. Itis very soft and bland though not so 
unctous as lard and does not seem to irritate the 
healthy skin as does lard when too long continued. 

With this course of treatment I have in several 
cases succeeded in making permanent cures when 
the tibia or fibula was affected to the extent of 
exfoliation. An interesting case of this kind was 
an ulcer of the clavicle of a boy twelve years of 
age. In this case the treatment was that last 
described, and the case a successful result, though 
the patient, a negro, seemed to be of a scrofulous 


nature, 


I presume I have offered little that is new in 
this article, but have aimed to call attention to the 
many good properties of some of our new thera- 
peutic agents. If I have succeeded I shall be 
grateful. 

ee 
(Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 


Coca in the Opium and Alcohol Habits, 





By A. F. Stimme!, M. D., Chattanooga, Tenr 





gato the publication of my notes on the use of 
coca erythroxylon in the cure of the opium habit 
and alcoholism in THe Gazerre, of April, I have 
had numerous applications from patients as well as 
from physicians for treatment and advice, in similar 
cases. As my limited time forbids answer to all 
of these letters, I have concluded to send my views 
or the proper use of coca as a substitute for opium 
and alcohol, in an article in THe GAZETTE, with 
the request to publish it when space permits. 
First. The physician has to consider that his 
remedy must be pure, genuine and fully strong 
enough, to replace the deleterious stimulant. The 
treatment of those habits is naught, but a replace- 
ment of one stimulant with another. The second 
consideration is the condition, moral as well as 
physical, of the patient at the time of his applica- 
tion for treatment. If the patient comes to me 
with a determined resolution to reform, I give him 
nothing but coca, considering then only the amount 
of his usual dose of opium or alcohol. That 
is if a patient takes ten to twenty grains of gum 


opii every twenty-four hours, I give at once fl. 3j 
coca eryth. fl. ext. (P. D. & Co.’s) andhandhima 
four ounce bottle. Fifteen to thirty drops, when there 
is desire for a stimulant. The patient will not have 
any overpowering desire for opium, as long as he 
has his coca, and his confidence in the new drug 


will grow stronger and stronger every day. If the. 


patient, however, be weakminded, irresolute and 
without any strength of will power (I hope the fair 
sex will forgive me for classifying them under this 
head), I generally manage to change his habit of 
taking morph. sulph. or gum or pulv. opii, into 
that of taking tr. opii, and afterward substitute 
without his knowledge for the pure tr. opii (U. S. 
Ph.) a mixture: 
BR Coca eryth. fl. ext. fl. 3 viij 

Tr. opii f13 vj 

Gentianz quinqueflor. fl J ij. 

This imparts to the coca the bitterness of opium 
and at the same time secures a tonic effect upon the 
mucous surface of alimentary canal. The mixture 
tastes and looks like laudanum, especially after being 
filtered through charcoal to clear it. It is always 
taken dona fide for the old friend. After continuing 
this treatment till I have entirely replaced the 
opium by coca, I tell the patient that he is cured. 
Of course he will smile incredulously, but I per- 
suade him to stop taking the supposed old stimu- 
lant and he is wonderstruck to find out, that he 
can do it. : 

Alcoholism.—1 consider the treatment of this 
habit harder then that of the morphine and opium 
habit. Till I had discovered in P. D. & Co.'s coca 
a reliable preparation (that of S. & D. has failed re- 
peatediy), I used to confine the patient to his 
room (genérally after an attack of delirium tremens) 
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and to withdraw all food and drink except substi- 
tuting a mixture of one part water and two parts 
of whisky for the latter and having everything he 
did get to eat cooked or prepared with whisky. I 
generally succeeded in disgusting him with his old 
consoler and the cure usually lasted till he was recon- 
ciled again. But now! use the following treatment: 
Having had two cases, one of a middle-aged lady, 
living in Georgia, from Bordeaux, France, in the 
habit of the immediate use of absinthe, the other 
an old gentleman from North Carolina, a great 
friend of apple and peach brandy (one quart his 
daily ration.) I gave to the lady spirit frument, 
fl% vj, coca fil. ext. (P. D. & Co.'s) f13 viij, ol. 
artemis absinthe, (wormwood, Swiss) m xv; to the 
gentleman I gave but a bottle of coca fi3 jv. 
Dose, ad libitum when needed. I succeeded with 
the gentleman. The reported after one week, ‘‘I 
drink nothing but your bitters and wish more of 


it.” I gave him: Coca fl. ext. fl2 xij, spt. frum. 


$j, ol. artemis. absinth. ™ xv. Report two weeks 
after: ‘‘I am cured, and enclose check etc.’ The 
lady reported: no success. I wrote, asking name 


and address of druggist, who filled the prescription, 
and ascertained that he had used *‘S. & D.’s’” but 
that he had now ». D. & Co.'s” extract in stock. 
Report from patient in a week: ‘‘Am greatly im- 


proved and take but one ounce of your absinthe 
bitters each day.” 

Referring to my statement above, that it is much 
harder to cure alcoholism than to cure the mor- 
phine and opium habit, I am asked, why? Be- 
cause in the one addicted to strong drink there is 
in addition to his nervous depression which calls 
for a stimulant. a low level of manhood, self re- 
liance and pride. He needs not only treatment by 
medicine but must also be reasoned with. His 
mind as well is his body has to be controlled. 
Not that I mean, a physician should be a temperance 
lecturer, or that he should try to exhort and preach. 





He should, however, show him by his words and 
actions that in his heart nothing prevails but a 
deep sympathy for the unfortunate victim of his 
weakness; he should make the patient believe, that 
he is his best friend. An opium eater, or an 
inebriate is more or less of a monomaniac; he has 
the idea, that nothing in the world is worth living 
for, except the individual has plenty opium or 
alcohol; at least I have found this to be the state 
of mind of almost every inveterate morphine-eater 
or toper I have met. They entertain a feeling 
akin to contempt for those who do not indulge in 
the woe-soothing stimulants; they consider life asa 
continued chain of successive links of trial, worry 
sorrow and disappointmenj, and half stoics and 
half epicureans, they try to rough it and still re- 
move the roughness of the road by mind soothing 
anodynes. ‘Those unfortunates are lunatics and 
I believe in treating them as such. Even as the 
house physicians, the nurses and subaltern officers 
of a lunatic asylum must pet their patients and 
humor their fancies and ideas, so must the physi- 
cian who treats one of those, standing on the door 
Step to the mad-house, humor his fancies and 
never cross them, but govern his tongue, his tem- 
per, and even his eyes. 

I hope those few hints I have given, will be 
sufficient to induce practitioners to try the fl. ext. 


eae - 
coca in their own practice. If, however, any one 





of them should meet with difficulties or not be able 
to answer one of the questions arising during the 
course of treatment of those patients, I am willing 
to help him with the little advice I can give. 
ilies, 
{Written for the Therapeutic Gazette.] 


Lippia Mexicana. 


By Charles Blasdale, M. D., Jericho, N. Y. 





[A paper read before the Queen’s County Medical Society.] 
Bdge time has passed by when it would be consid- 
ered sufficient for all practical purposes for the 
physician to know the position and function of the 
various organs of the body, or for speaking of ‘‘liver 
complaint,” ‘‘kidney trouble” or ‘heart disease.” 

The physician of olden times depended upon his 
unaided senses for the diagnosis of disease, and 
the secretions and excretions were examined only 
by the sight, smell and taste 3ut at the present 
time the diagnosis of an obscure case by an expert 
is almost as elaborate as the searching of the title of 
real estate by the learned conveyancer, and che 
expert diagnostician of to day calls to his aid not 
only the test tube and the microscope but the var- 
ious thermometers, the sphygmographs, zsthesio- 
meters and numerous other instruments. It is 
not enough for him that the patient has brain dis- 
ease, but he strives tolocate it in its particular con- 
volution. It is not sufficient that a patient has kidney 
trouble but he traces it back to the particular cell 
in which it originates criticizing even the nuclei of 
each cell. 

This is all worthy of commendation but it has 
seemed to me that research in this direction has 
been so attractive that a still more important field 
is in great danger of being neglected. 

It is not only important to know the exact na- 
ture of the patient’s disease but if we are to be of 
any benefit to him it is of greater importance to 
know what will cure the disease. 

It has been my impression that therapeutics and 
the discovery of new remedies have not received 
the attention which they deserve. As an honor- 
able exception to this however I would call your 
attention to the productions of the firm of Parke, 
Davis & Co., of Detroit, who have given particular 
attention to the developement of new remedies. 
mong the latter is the Lippia Mexicana which I have 
have used with much satisfaction for some months 
past and of which you will find an extended dis- 
cription in the THERAPEUTIC GAZETTE for Jan. 1881. 
In my experience it has proved to be an admirable 
expectorant and in proper doses has a soothing 
effect on the mucous membrane lining the air pas- 
pages. I have used it with marked benefit in both 
acute and chronic bronchitis, by the exhibition of 
this remedy alone breaking up cases that had resisted 
the ordinary plans of treatment. Bat it is in ir- 
ritative cough that it has seemed to me to have 
had the happiest effect. 

The following cases will serve to illustrate this: 
May W., zt. 13 years. When first seen had in- 
cessant, short, explosive cough. The throat and 
fauces were reddened but uvula not elongated. 
Pulse 100, quick and irritable. The cough has 
prevented her from sleeping during the past 48 
hours and she complains of prostration. She was 
ordered hydrate of chloral with wine of antimony, 
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and if after 12 hours this did not afford relief then 
to take the Lippia in teaspoonful doses every three 
hours. 

At the next visit I found the patient nearly free 
from cough and the mother enthusiastic in her 
praise of the lippia. 

The chloral and antimony had failed entirely but 
on substituting the lippia each dose had a marked 
effect. 

Mrs. W., who is a woman of more than ordinary 
intelligence said to me ‘‘Doctor if you let your 
patients get hold of this medicine you will die in 
the poor house for they will send for the medicine 
instead of sending for you.” 

The next case to which I will allude was of 
Jennie C., et. 8 years, whose symptoms were much 
the same as those of the former patient. In this case 
by a mistake a teaspoonful was given as a dose 
and caused nausea and distress at the stomach but 
the cough was promptly arrested. 

Three children of the family of Mr. Patrick C., 
were exposed from moving into an _ unsuitable 
house, and all contracted colds. 

The babe et. 10 months could hardly nurse and 
the others, aged respectively 3 and 5 years, could 
neither sleep nor eat. 

The chorus of coughing was so incessant that 
conversation was carried on with great difficulty. 
Lippia in appropriate doses, was given to each and 
on the next day they were so much improved that 
only a continuance of the remedy was required. 
I might multiply illustrations but the foregoing will 
suffice. In conclusion I would say that I do not 
consider this remedy a specific or a cure-all, and 
have sometimes been compelled to lay it aside and 
use other remedies but I think it deserves a thorough 
and careful trial and with more experience in its 
use better results may be obtained with it. 





Reports on New Remedies. 
From Private Practice. 


[Written t - The Therapeutic Gazette.] 


Bc ‘ado, Jaborandi. 


By Wm. ‘-mple, M, D., New Liberty, III 

| HAVE used! Ido in seven different cases of dys- 

pepsia; some of them of such long standing and 
having gone thr ugh innumerable treatments from 
physicians of di. erent schools without benefit, that 
they had desp: red of ever getting well, but a 
short use of bo! o sufficed to give them new hope, 
and effected a « ire in every case. So now when 
a case of dyspe: -ia presents itself I have no trouble 
in thinking up emedies to meet either the indica- 
cations or compiications, but put them on boldo 
with a sanguine anticipation of the benefit that is 
sure to be derived from its use. I may add that 
adjuncis in the treatment of this trouble with boldo 
is oftentimes necessary, and present themselves to 
the thinking physician at a glance. Lactated pepsine 
I use in every case of infantile diarrhoea, and look 
upon it as a specific in this (sometimes troublesome) 
complaint ; it is safe, easily administered, and, so 
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| Jaborandi seems to be a vexed question in regard 
| 


| 


| 





to the results which ensue from its administration 
in the hands of some who have used it. My expe- 
rience with it has been rather extended; and the 
drug has been faithful in the exercise of its proper- 
ties with me, always producing its sudorific and 
sialagogue effects with a positive certainty, without 
any of the abdominal complications following its 
use as asserted by some of those who have pre- 
scribed it. Judgment in using it properly is most 
necessary; I give only tén drop doses every fifteen 
minutes; sometimes twenty drops are necessary every 
half hour. In_ the 

find it indispensable having used it in every case 
I attended during the past season, and did not 


treatment of pneumonia | 


loose a patient. I have found nothing like it to relieve 
the pain and to reduce the engorged state of the 
lungs ; following the diaphoresis with aconite, gel- 
semium or some agent of this class, giving whisky, 
quinine or any such stimulant a rest until all 
fever or inflammatory symptoms completely sub- 
side. 

I have used largely among 
fluid extracts grindelia squarrosa, berberis aquifoli- 


new remedies the 


um, yerba santa, grindelia robusta, five flowered 
gentian, eucalyptus globulus, mistletoe, etc., ete., 
and have found these preparations most reliable, in 
fact could not get along without them. 


a os = 
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Sanguis Bovinus Exsiccatus. 


M. D., Russellv Logan Co., Ky., May 28. 


By M. E. Alderson, A, M., 


SEVERAL months before I was called to attend 
\J the patient whose case I beg leave to report, 
a sample of defibrinated blood had been left me 
by an agent from Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co., of 
Detroit. Having seen in the GAZETTE very flatter- 
ing reports of its use in the hands of 
several practitioners, I resolved to give it a trial 
Accordingly I was 
Clarence N., 
wanted some 
a chronic 


upon the first opportunity. 
asked to prescribe for a little child, 
zt. 3 years. His father said he 


Is and cure 





medicine to break the chil 

diarrhoea. Upon inquiry I learned the family had 
just moved to this city from a malarial district in 
The parents are stout, robust individuals. 
l-developed and 


Tenn. 
Three other children in family wel 
The patient had been having chills for two 
Had never 





healthy. 
years, and was very much emaciated. 


walked or talked in his life, tite poor, the little 





slid 





food taken being passed undigested. For the 


irrhcea they had used various astringents without 








any benefit. When I saw him his mother said he 
had been failing very rapidly for the last few days 
was but small 


and that she was satisfied there 
From the lifeless appear- 


fellow I was 


chance for his recovery. 
ance and pitiful moans of the little 
rather inclined to the mother’s belief. As he had 
had a chill the day before, I prescribed a quinine 
solution made with the tincture ferri mur, and for 
the diarrhoea used turpentine emulsion with tinct. 
These were given alternate- 
ly every two hours during the day. Continued the 
1 He had no more chills 


opii and ol. sassafras. 


| treatment for several days. 
| The de- 


far as I have used it, has given great satisfaction. | and the diarrhoea was very much better. 


























mand for nourishment being imperative I now had | 
prepared the sanguis bovinus exsiccatus, with gly- | 
cerine and French brandy as directed in GAZETTE. | 


I began with teaspoonful doses and kept it up un- 
° . | 
til four ounces of the mixture had been taken, no | 


other medicine being used during the time. I was | 


very much gratified to see my little patient build- 
ing up rapidly. talk, in 
fact we had to check him in his perambulation 


He could then walk and 
so 

very proud was he that he could use his legs. He | 
has never been sick since, now nearly flve months. 
and 
The 


Have been waiting to see how he developed 


am glad to say he is a stout, healthy boy. 


sanguis was undoubtedly the life-giver. 





Abstracts and Translations. 


[All articles marked with the * are translated by C. R. Cullen, 


M. D., Richmond, Va. 
Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from Compte-rendu 
des Journeaux du Medicine A pamphlet published by Dal- 
piaz and Tournier, Pharmacists, Paris. 


Hydrocotyle Asiatica , | 





We intend to call the attention of physicians to | 
a new therapeutical agent (the Hydrocotyle Asiatica) 
which has already been brought to their notice 
either by the pamphlet published by Mr. J. Lépine, 
parmacist of the first degree of the marine, and a | 
distinguished botanist, or by the 
Session of July 24th, 1855, of the Academy of Medi- | 
favorable 


reports of the 


cine, in which Dr. Gibert read a report 
to the work of Mr. J. Lépine, or further by the 
Bulletin de Therapeutique, of October 15th, 
which contains the results of 
the Hospital St. Louis, by a very clever 


1856, 


former experiments 


made at 
experimenter, Dr. Devergie; and finally by a no- 
tice which one of us has published in the number 
of the same journal. 

to 


of April Ist, 1857, 
The of the 
best method of administration of this new remedy, 


object this work is determine 


rational 
by 


and to submit to the medical world such 


formule as have already been adopted the 
physicians who have experimented with it. 
The 


to the family of umbellifere, species of hydroco- 
tyle, It 


Hydrocotyle Asiatica is a plant belonging 


is a herbaccous plant, perennial, and as 


its name indicates, it grows in Asia, where it is 
found in damp places, on the border of water 
courses and ponds. Dr. Boileau is the first who 


has praised it as a specific in leprosy, with which 
he was afflicted. 


He experimented on himself and as a sensible 
improvement manifested itself in his state of health, 
he administered it to a dozen lepers, who were so 
promptly benefited that he did not hesitate to pub- 


lish these good results in a medical journal (le 
Cerneen). Dr. Boileau, however, did not know 


at the time the name of this plant, which he had 
christened ‘‘ Bévilaqua.” 

We owe to Mr. J. 
of this umbellifer. 


Lépine our exact knowledge 
He expresses 
following manner on this subject : 
at the end of February, that I 
acquainted with the article in le Cerneen. I | 
thought at first, on account of certain laws admit- 
ted by botanists for the geographical distribution 
of plants, that the plant found by Dr. Boileau 


in the 
“*Tt was only 


himself 


1853, became 


Original Department. 


but 


mentioned, 


not be the that he 


might well be the Hydrocotyle Asiatica, the leaves 
of which are almost identical in shape with those 


could same 


of the violet, etc., etc.” Finally Mr. J. Lépine 
succeeded in procuring a sufficiently large quantity 
of this plant to verify former results by new 
experiments, and at the same to justify the first 
expectations. 

A consideration of the family of umbellifera 
with a view to their medical properties, will de- 


velop certain general rules, which are explanatory 
of the effects of Hydrocotyle Asiatica. 
the umbellifera 
with active 
for 


The stems 


and leaves of herbaceous are en- 
poisonous princi- 
instance, the maculatum, the 


The umbellifera which grow in dry 


dowed narcotic and 


ples, as, conium 
cicuta virosa. 
places contain more oil and resin, and consequently 
those that are 


sap, 


more aromatic principles, while 


found in situations contain more and 


These facts 


moist 
extractive, and ure generally narcotic. 
are, however, not absolute, but the excéptions are 
so few that they do not affect the rule. 

The Hydrocotyle Asiatica gives a hydro-alcoholic 
extract of a dark green color, possessing a very 
pronounced vinous odor. This extract is a very 
active remedy, as Dr. Devergie, whose experience 
we will cite further on, has very strongly demon- 
strated. We will also indicate the opinion of Dr. 
Cazenave, but first, and in order to proceed chrono- 
logically, we will with some of the facts 
gained in India, by Dr. Poupeau, surgeon of first 
degree of the marine, and by Dr. Boileau and the 


begin 


members of the medical committee of Madras, etc. 

Dr. Poupeau gives his experience in the follow- 
ing manner, in a letter addressed to Mr. Lépine, 
on the of the therapeutical action of the 
Hydrocotyle ‘The principal fact of 
my experience is that which concerns the galley 
slave Sinnassamy, detained at the general prison 


subect 
Asiatica : 


of Pondicherry.” 

Here it follows in substance : 

‘In the month of May, 1850, when I received the 
commission the hygienic condition of 
the general prison, I found in the dungeon a galley- 


to inspect 
slave by the name of Sinnassamy, at about 40 to 
45 years of age, who presented the most manifest 
of elephantiasis Gracorum. The 
disease dated from his twelfth had _ steadily 
progressed, and was already much advanced in its 
treated. I 


characteristics 
year, 


never been 
and during nearly 


manifestations, and had 
placed him under 
three years the different remedies used for leprosy 
without effect 


treatment, 


were employed under my direction, 





in arresting the progress of the evil; the disease 
steadily followed its destructive course. In the 
year 1853 the patient presented the following con- 


The whole surface of the body was covered 
patches. The 
feet were the 


dition : 
with tubercles and non-sensitive 

face, the buttocks, the and 
parts most affected; the face was completely dis- 


hands 


figured and presented a most hideous aspect ; the 
mucous membrane lining the nose deeply 
affected and discharged constantly an ichorous and 
fetid fluid; the roof of the palate was covered with 
a number of small agglomerated tubercles of the 
color of wine-lees. On the buttocks and at the 
malleoli were numerous ulcers of a watery, ichor- 

The hands, the thumbs 
with enormous tubercles, 


was 


ous and repulsive nature. 


of which were covered 





a 
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had become useless for their functions. The nails 
were deformed or had fallen off. The feet, enor- 
mously swollen, flattened and very paintul, could 
bear neither walking nor standing upon; the unfor- 
tunate Sinnassamy could at this time not move nor 
evacuate unless in a crawling position. The voice, 
greatly altered, showed that the disease had reached 
the larynx and a fatiguing dyspnoea, occurring 
paroxysmally, left no doubt that the bronchi and 
lungs were affected, perhaps also the heart. Over 
the whole surface of the body proper, (especially 
in the region of the back) the skin was swollen 
and appeared to be raised by the swelling of cellu- 
lar tissue under the epidermis ; you might say that 
this whole portion of the body was inflated The 
vital forces were impaired, almost destroyed, the 
digestive organs alone acting in a rather regular 
manner. 

To conclude: in the month of February last, 
this unfortunate was in a state which I regarded 
as desperate. Death seemed shortly inevitable. 
My first prescriptions dated from the 3d of March; 
consequently seven months have now elapsed 
since this leper was brought under the influence 
of the Hydrocotyle. The treatment has been con- 
ducted according to the indications of Dr. Boileau, 
except with such alteratives as the particular cir- 
cumstances of my patient demanded. To-day the 
following is the state in which Sinnassamy is 
found: All the ulcers are cicatrised; there remains 
not one ; the putrid discharge from the nose has dried 
up; the voice has become clearer and more dis- 
tinct ; the dyspnoea has disappeared ; the tubercles 
on the hands, which were swollen most of all (he 
had on the phalanges swellings as large as nuts) 
almost vanished ; the largest have actually been re- 
duced tothe size of a very small pea; the feet have 
assumed their regularshape and dimensions permit 
of walking and standing for a considerable time; 
the general distension of the body, which gave 
the bloated aspect of which I have spoken above, 
no longer exists, the face alone preserving a lit- 
tle swollen appearance, though the tubercles on 
its surface are considerably reduced; anesthesia 
has entirely disappeared. Finally the moral con- 
dition is singularly modified : oppressive ideas, sad- 
ness and despair, have given place to a more 
exalted spirit, mere expanded sentiments, and the 
patient appears gay, joyous and hopeful at each 
of my visits, since he has received the benefit of 
the new treatment. The result has given mea 
great dea! of satisfaction. To-day the most for- 
midable symptoms have disappeared; the system 
begins to rally, life takes up its new empire and 
seems destined from this time on to try to dimin- 
ish the evil, and if not to completely eradicate 
it at least to so arrest its ravages as to prevent 
fatal consequences. Finally, I declare here what 
I have said in my report to the minister of the 
marine, viz: that the results which I have obtained 
with the hydrocotyle have exceeded all my antici- 
pations ; that through these results I am ready to 
say that the Hydrocotyle Asiatica is a plant en- 
dowed with the most efficacious virtues for the 


treatment of tuberculous leprosy, if it is not per- 
haps the specific for it. 

I take this opportunity to say that I can also 
recommend the hydrocotyle in chronic and gouty 
rheumatism of frequent and repeated attacks. Since 


a patient thus affected has undergone treatment 
with this remedy, that is since the 28th of last 
June, only one single attack has occurred quite 
recently, on the 24th inst. while formerly he had 
an attack every one or two weeks. Besides the 
general state of health has_ sensibly improved 
under better conditions of the digestive apparatus, 
the functions of which have been regulated by the 
hydrocotyle ; the latter fact should receive, atten- 
tion. Excepting the leprous affection, I may say 
that the most pronounced effect of the drug was 
noticed in a case of elephantiasis Arabum, in a 
young woman, an affection which had developed 
following a hepatic eruption around the malleolus, 
which would not cicatrize during more than three 
years. To-day the patient is almost cured.” 
Dr. Poupeau. 


Extract from a letter of Dr. Boileau: after 
having cited a great many cases of leprosy, seve- 
ral of which-were cured, Dr. Boileau adds in 
speaking of other analogous rebellious diseases: 
‘*Herpes (dartres) does not resist the syrup of 
hydrocotyle. Several cases may be stated: An 
ex-employee of the police, Mr. L., lame in the leg 
on account of chronic rheumatism (against which 
the most approved remedies were used in vain for 
ten years), can now walk everywhere and with as 
little difficulty as in his best years. Other cases 
of rheumatism which were also cured by the 
syrup of hydrocotyle alone have been reported to 
me. 

Among other diseases which have been cured by 
the Hydrocotyle Asiatica are two cases of obsti- 
nate (dartres) herpes, one case of chronic rheuma- 
tism, chronic ophthalmic ulcers, etc.” 

Mr. Lépine has also published eight observations 
on cases of leprosy which were cured or sensibly im- 
proved by the employment of the Hydrocotyle 
Asiatica, and which were communicated to him by 
Houbert, who declares that with all lepers who 
have taken the Hydrocotyle Asiatica, two or three 
months, treatment has been sufficient to remove 
the distressing pruritus of the eruption. Generally 
the first effects of the remedy are to cause a pro- 
fuse perspiration, after which the anesthesia 
grows less, the rigidity in the limbs diminishes, 
the sense of heaviness gradually disappears and a 
more tranquil sleep supervenes. The inflation 
gradually diminishes, the spirit revives and the 
improvement continues up to a cure. Mr. Lépine, 
having placed at the disposal of the medical com- 
mittee of Madras a certain quantity of the Hydro- 
cotyle and of his pharmaceutical preparations of 
it, with a request to experiment therewith, has 
received from Dr. Hunter, secretary of the com- 
mission, which had been appointed for this pur- 
pose, a very lengthy report accompanied by the 
following letter: 

‘‘Dear Sir: In reply to your letter of the 6th 
inst. with reference to the Hydrocotyle Asiatica, I 
have been ordered by the medical committee to 
send you for transmission to Mr. Lépine the 
enclosed copy of a report on the use of this plant 
in leprosy, as well as another copy of a letter 
from the society which sends the report to the 
government. I have the honor, etc. 

A. LORIMER, 
Secretary of the Medical Committee of Madras. 
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Report on the Hydrocotyle Asiatica :—Agreeable 
contained in a letter, No. 58, 
the Medical Committee, 
compiled on the 
subject of characteristics and the 
medical properties of the Hydrocotyle. Those 
who wish to learn the details and full particulars 
of the analysis of the plant, will find it in the 
which 


instructions 


1852, 


to the 
Jan. rith, 
the following 
the 


of from 


report has been 


botanical 


exposition of the thirty-nine experiments 
have been made with the Hydrocotyle by M. Jules 
Lépine and which has been published by him. 
Mr. Lépine is an attentive and careful observer; 
he has contributed a discovery which is very inter- 
esting to the public, and has brought proof of an 
extraordinary perseverance in his researches, which 
have extended to a wide range and are of a nature 
to prove that an important and valuable addition 


has been made to the materia medica of the 
Indies. 

We arrive now at the most important part of 
the subject, that is the. therapeutic use of the 
hydrocotyle in leprous, syphilitic and other affec- 
tions. There are one or two properties in this 
remedy which prove that it is a valuable addition 
to the pharmacology. This is its disposition to 
act on the skin and the mucous membranes, the 
tonic and stimulating effect which it exerts on the 
stomach and the absence of violent action on any 
viscera. 

The first effect produced by this remedy is a 
sensation of warmth and prickling of the skin, 


especially in the hands and feet, which is followed 
after several days by a sensation of general heat 
of the 
an almost unbearable irritation, 


surface, which increases in some cases to 


and is sometimes 
followed by as light reddening ; the general capillary 
accelerated 


circulation is and, the pulse grows 


stronger and fuller. After the drug has been 
administered for a week or so, the appetite im- 
proves sensibly, the functions of the principal 


viscera do not appear to be disturbed, even when 
the medicine is given in large doses. After a cer- 
time, the 
smoother; the epidermis is detached gradually in 
small scales or 
the 
tory 


tain skin begins to grow softer and 


in grave in large 
the 


improves 


cases crusts ; 
re-established, 
the 
Sores of any kind, except 
to 

Several 
cured 
venereal 


transpiration is 
functions 


excre- 
increase, digestion 
and the appetite returns. 
lupus and cancer, seem 
with this remedy. 
have 


heal under treatment 


cases of gangrenous 

In leprosy, 
accompanied by diseases, it has 
shown good effects, but it does not to take 
so much hold the this 
The affections which it has 
proved particularly efficacious are ulcers, syphilis, 
and scrofula. Amongst the cases cured there are 
many which have long resisted other of 
treatment. 


sores been by its use. 
also 
seem 
in tubercular variety of 


disease. against 


modes 


Two or three very characteristic cases of indo- 
lent scrofulous ulcers have been promptly cured by the 
use of the drug. One of these was that of a patient 
by the name of Abdool Roussool, who had entered 
the hospital with deep in the legs and 
with sores on several parts of his body, which had 
shown no improvement under the ordinary tonic 
treatment and diet ; the sores healed up promptly 
under the use of the hydrocotyle. 
by the name of ' 


crevices 


Another patient 
suffered from 


Sinnevassen, who 





fissures and of 


cured, 


sores 


the same nature has been 
Several cases of these inveterate syphilitic 
sores, which had 


time resisted other 
cured by the 


for a long 
of were rapidly 
administration of small doses of the hydrocotyle. 


A case of elephantiasis, with ulceration, has been 


modes treatment, 


followed by a cure, and the patient has left the 
hospital with a leg almost reduced to its normal 
proportions. In a case of scorbutus prompt im- 


provement followed the use of the remedy. Mr. 
Hunter finishes his report with tables of the 
diseases treated with the hydrocotyle at the hospi- 
tal for lepers and at the native infirmary. 


two 


tables : 
leprosy with The 
the general health im- 
without health im- 
Three cases of run-aways from the hos- 


The following is an from these 


Twenty-three 


extract 


cases of sores. 
sores have been cured and 
proved. Seven cases sores ; 
proved. 
pital during the daily promenade, who were almost 
tuberculous 


Thirteen 


cured, Six well marked cases of 


leprosy have not received any benefit. 


similar cases have not vet offered any well defined 


improvement.’ Twenty-four cases in course of 
treatment are progressing favorably. Of twenty 
cases of syphilis, the majority of which presented 


and eight 
There 


grave symptoms, there are twelve cures 
marked improvements on the way of 
of ulcers all cured ; four 
cases of rheumatism cured ; of scrofula 


cure. 
are besides seven cases 
four cases 
cured, 

In France, where the cases of leprosy are hap- 
pily very rare, the experiments have not been as 
numerous and date only several months back. Dr. 
Cazenave has experimented, and is yet experiment- 
ing, at the hospital St. Louis upon the physiologi- 


cal and therapeutical effects of this plant. The 
following letter addressed to us by this celebrated 
physician proves that the hydrocotyle Asiatica 


deserves to attract the attention of physicians of 
all countries: 

many of the 
you have 


Dear Sir.—I have used a great 
preparations of the hydrocotyle which 
entrusted to me, and I regret that I cannot as yet 
give you any positive information. It takes much 
time to study the physiological! effects of a thera- 
agent, to drug with 
its medicinal value, and finally and 
particularly to of action in 


peutical safely appraise a 
reference to 
investigate its mode 
different doses. I have administered it in 


many cases of the most varied skin diseases, but 


a great 


cannot at this moment give you a 
its wanting you 
the new remedy in 


repeat here I 


report without preciseness. If 


desire to have my opinion of 
advance, I can safely say that I deem it worthy 
of an important place in the materia medica. 


The most remarkable and most constant effects 
of it are the following: A considerable increase of 
the urinary secretions, an increase in the warmth 


of the skin, and its production of rather copious 
sweats. Its inconveniences, after the manner of 
the solanacez, are: the rushing of heat to the 


face, indisposition, anorexia, heaviness in the head, 


and vertigo. However, I have been able to 


increase the dose of the extract gradually up to 60 
grains) with- 
seems to 
vesicular 


and even So centigrammes (10 to 
which it 


13 


out accident. The diseases in 


me the remedy should succeed best, are : 


eruptions, but especially in hyperesthesia with or 

















o 


without papule. A case of elephantiasis Arabum 
has particularly been benefited by the remedy, 
which was only aided by rest of the affected part. 
Later I shall be able to give you an exact state- 
ment, but at present I can only say that it prom- 
ises to be an important agent which may be 
applied with happy results in the treatment of 
cutaneous diseases. 
Believe me etc., 
ALP. CAZENAVE, 
Physician at the Hospital St. Louis. 
(Concluded in our next.) 
a 
{Translated for the Th rapeutic Gazette from the Journal Ther- 
apentique. Article by Messrs Bockefontaine and Ph. Rey.] 


Experiments upon the Physiological Action of 


Erythrina Corallodendron (Piscidia 


Ery- 
thrina.) 


The erythrina corallodendron, or mulungu, is a 
large tree of the leguminous family, order, papil- 
ionacez ; it grows in the northern part of Brazil, 
where the bark is commonly employed as a seda- 
tive and hypnotic in the form of decoction, tincture 
or of an extract. 

Mr. Ph. Rey brought with him from Brazil a 
specimen of the bark of the mulungu, and a sample 
of the extract. The experimenters at first investi- 
gated the decoction of the bark, or the filtered 
aqueous solution of the extract. Treated with the 
reagents of M. Valsar, etc., it gave 
the precipitates characteristic of the presence of an 
alkaloid. 

In different 


Bouchardat, 


experiments upon the batrachians 
and the mammalia, they have tried to discover if 
the bark of the mulungu possessed a determinate 
physiological action. 

We only speak here of the phenomena observed 
in the dogs subjected to the influence of the liquid 
resulting from the filtration of the extract dissolved 
in water ; it had previously been established that 
the maceration or decoction of the bark produced 
the same physiological modifications as the extract, 
crude or filtered. The small amount of extract 
which was at our disposal, has obliged us to use 
the intravenous injection. 

If there be 
towards the heart, the clean liquid resulting from 


injected into one saphenous vein, 


the filtration of two grammes of extract dissolved 
in water, it ‘will be observed at the end of a few 
minutes that there wiil appear a slight general 
trembling, intermittent, the paroxysm of which 
approaches that at the same time the trembling is 
augmented in intensity, and which are followed by 
languor and feebleness. 

The animal staggers in his walk and can not 
stand upright upon his legs, unless they are stretched 
or straddled out, one from the other; in order to 
increase the base of sustenance, he remains fixed 
in attitude, lowering the head slowly until the nose 
touches the ground; then arousing himself from 
this partial somnolence he moves slowly and _tot- 
teringly with the head still depressed towards an 
obscure corner where he sinks down as if he 


wanted to sleep. 

An instant after he rises spontaneously but with pain; 
standing uncertain upon his feet he makes efforts at 
defecation and vomits ; he commences to urinate drop 
by drop; then becoming calmer he lies down in a 
remains immobile and profundly tor- 


corner and 
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pid. The power of motion is not entirely lost, 
however, nor is he entirely insensible, for upon 
being pinched, or if displaced from his position, he 
utters a plaintive whining, makes some vain efforts 
to get up and falls back again into immobility. 

Before the intra-venous injection the pulse was 
120 to the minute, but while under the toxic influ- 
ence of the drug it was found to be only 80 beats 
to the minute, and the body temperature was 
reduced about two degrees. ' 

This state of torpor persisted during seven or 
eight hours, the urine continuing to dribble from 
the preputial extremity. 

If the animal is young or is not strong, it will 
succumb in the time mentioned 
the sate of torpidity ; 


without quitting 
in the case of an adult or 
vigorous subject the prostration begins to decrease 
from this period on, but the subject improves but 
slowly and progressively, in such a manner that 
for one, two, or three days after the intoxication, 
there still exists feebleness and languor in the 
movements of the animal. 

The group of these phenomena on one hand, 
and the existence of excito-motor nervousness and 
the muscular contractility on the other, would 
warrant the conclusion that the erythrina corallo- 
dendron acts upon the nerve centres in diminish- 
ing or abolishing their normal functions. 

The bark of the erythrina corallodendron pos- 
sesses, therefore, all the sedative properties which 
are attributed to it in Brazil, and this is without 
doubt due to the alkaloid which it contains, and 
which can be designated by the name of erythrina, 


[Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from La_ France 

Medicale. | 

Diabetes—A Singular Case.* 

Maury, age 40 years, wine merchant, entered the 
hospital of Tieux. His Father died at the age of 
80 years, and his mother at 77 years. He was al- 
ways in good health, never had rheumatism or 
syphilis, merely a slight gonorrhoea when at the 
age of 18 years. During the war of 1870 had 
fractured arm and typhoid fever, and pneumonia. 
He was never addicted to intemperance. Two years 
ago he perceived that he had no erections of the 
of the penis, without any apparent cause and soon 
after became weak. He consulted a physician who 
prescribed tonics and Vichy water. Two months 
ago he consulted me. I noticed the presence of 
sugar in his urine, and not improving he entered 
the hospital. When entering, his body was ex- 
tremely emaciated. His eyes are sunk deep in the 
orbits, soon small abscesses appeared in different 
He had 
no cough, nor spitting of blood, had a fair appetite 
with all kinds of food and medicine suited to his 
He urinates freely, and his urine is clear, 


parts of the body, followed by larger ones. 


disease. 
but his debility in on the increase. He is much 
concerned about his condition and does not sleep 
well. 

Besides Vichy water, he is taking quinine, wine 
of Bordeaux, and several of the abscesses have 
broken. His feebleness and emaciation is on the 
increase, and the abscesses increase in size. 

April 7th. His appetite gradually left him and he 
died to-day. Autopsy: the heart and lungs are 
sound, but the pancreas is diseased, great de- 




















This organ is the 
doubtless 


generation and fat very marked. 


most diseased of the body. Diabetes is 
a disease of the pancreas. 

Nore sy TRANSLATOR.—[What 
practitioner, is how to cure the disease if possible. 


concerns the medical 
All the old 


modes of treatment have failed and successful results are re- 


most 


ported of salicylic acid, ergot, and rhus aromatica. The disease 
is an insidious one, and likely to deceive the careless observer. 
From occasional signs of improvement the patient is supposed 


-reasing and very often 





to be improving an i yet the disease is in 
it terminates very abruptly in paralysis and delirium. 


{Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the La France 
Medicale. | 


Urinary Maladies and Remedies. 





With these diseases the great difficulty lies in 
the medicines best suited to cleanse the kidneys 
irritation. Certain liquids 


A diuretic remedy, 


without increasing the 
produce this bad effect. seda- 


tive. soothing and yet acting on the kidneys is 
difficult to find. 

A tea, generally used through France, composed 
of inoffensive plants acts mildly and inoffensively, 
assuages the pain in the organs, and removes the 
mucous concretions and renders the 
in health. 
‘tar water or flax-seed, or than any of the mineral 
waters generally prescribed. It the 
universal remedy in affections of the urinary organs. 
I gave it to an old man tormented with 
catarrh, and _ difficult manage. He 
urinated ten or twelve times a night, with 
great suffering and passing adhesive, glutinous and 
purulent Under the influence of four 


cups of tea—daily for three weeks—he improved 


urine clear as 


It is agreeable to the taste, better than 


has become 
vesical 
violent to 
always 


matter. 


very much, reducing his calls to two a night. and 
rendering the urine nearly normal. 

Another of persistent 
cystitis, who had tried the waters of Evian and of 
Coutexeville, balsams and turpentine capsules, and 
The 
fragments of lithic deposits were expelled without 
of 


of 62 years age with 


other things, and he also convalesced rapidly. 


pain, urine became limpid, and the 
urinating than 
Since 1877, the first publication of these observa- 


frequency 
not greater in health. 


tions, the faculty have generally adopted this tea as 


their remedy. It is a known fact. Everyone 
knows he can take tea at any time, and always 
with good effect. 

{Translated for the the Therapeutic Gazette from the La 


France Medicale. ] 


Dyspepsia in Anzemia 


In anemia there are two morbid ailments very 


distinct. The first is the blood lesion itself, dimin- 
ution of globules and of the soluble materials of 
the serum. The second the group of organic 
troubles which are the results of anemia. If the 
first of these elements are known, it is not the 
case with the second. One must continually call 
to mind that vicgjous circle in which poverty of 


blood on the one hand and the giving away of the 
Organs, particularly the stomach, on the other hand, 
becomes the true cause of general debility, and 
furnishes the real explanation of unsuccessful med- 
ication, 

We see in these cases that what was anteriorly 
dyspeptic, by reason of rheumatism, chlorosis, ner- 
vous troubles or whatever other cachexia, finally re. 








Original Department. 


| 
| 





259 
sults in anzmia and resists the purification of the 
blood, because the stomach intolerant and the 
bowels do not absorb. Iron instead of being ben- 
eficial increases the dys- 
pepsia because it is not absorbed. What then 
,repared in the best 
The of 
dialysed iron To be one 
of the gravest symptoms of anemia is dyspepsia, 


is 
becomes injurious, and 
is 
necessary, if the best pills, 
solution 
brief, 


manner, becomes injurious? 


only is suitable. 


and requires particular treatment. 


Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Gazette des 
Hopiteaux. | 


Alimentation of Infants by Peptones.* 


Infants re- 
milk was 
the addition of 
appeased, and 
the appetite becomes regular, obtained, 
strength revived and convalescence established. 
The increase from day to day for a long period 
is about 25 grammes daily under the former milk 
while under peptones it reached 40 
These facts are worthy of attention. 


Dr. for 
ports 


not of 
peptones 


Haranger, of the Hospital 
which the 
richness. With 
for food 


several cases, in used 
sufficient 
the craving is 


rest is 


treatment, 
grammes. 


{Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Gazette 
des Hopiteaux.] 
Infantile Diarrhoea, (Luton.) 
1. To stop all food, the immediate cause of the 
disease. 
2. To give at will pure and fresh water, to tone 


the bowel, and liquify the blood. 


3. To return to a more rational regime, and 
maintaining for some time, the suppression of 


sugar substances and the tonic action ot cold. 


Translated for the Therapeutic Gazette from the Gazette 


Medicale. | 
The 


Paris Profession.* 


[he decree of the 12th of February, 1881, fixes 
the salaries of the profession, established by the 
Faculty of Medicine: 
first class, 
In the province, 


Twenty-five professors of the 13,000 


francs. Six professors at 12,000. 


3 professors at at 10,000, 18 at 8,000, 


II at ¢ 


11,000, 4 


,Ooo. 





Correspondence. 


An Open Letter. 


To all who are interested in the new additions 
to the materia medica: 

I am engaged in collecting the literature of the 
medica with a view 
to the publication of a work the subject, and 
shall be under obligations to any who will furnish 


new additions to the materia 


on 


me written or printed reports on the therapeutics, 
physiological action, botany and chemical composi- 
tion of any of the so-called ‘‘new remedies.” Any 
report, however meager, will be acceptable, and 
early favors will greatly oblige. Address me, 

W. H. MORSE, M. D.. 


No. 2 Union St., Pittsfield Mass 
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Oleate of Bismuth and Oleic lodoform., 





At the special request of many readers of the 
GAzETTE I will state that oleic iodoform can be 
easily prepared for use as follows: Put the iodotorm 
in a strong bottle, in warm water and_ gently 
manipulate for a few minutes until it is all dis- 
solved; it should then be kept in a warm place to 
prevent the recrystallization of the iodoform. This 
preparation gives the best results in cervical hyper- 
plasia, the cervix to be painted with it every other 
day. The oleate of bismuth like magic in 
hypertrophy and ulceration of the os. It should 
be applied every other day or daily in bad cases. 

A, J. ROE, M. D, 


acts 


Decatur, II]. 


Jamaica Dogwood in Opium Idiosyncrasy. 





Having had a sample phial of Jamaica dogwood 
left me it was some time before a case presented 
with an especial indication for a trial of the drug. 
The first case was one of acute articular rheumatism 
in which, owing to an idiosyncrasy of the patient, 
it was impossible to administer morphia for the 
relief of the pain even though that alkaloid was 
combined with atropia. The Jamaica 
given answered the purpose 


dogwood 
so admirably as to 
its favor an 
In another case of capillary bronchitis I 
that I 
now keep a supply of the drug regularly on hand. 


S. M. WHISTLER, M. D. 


prepossess me very strongly in as 
anodyne. 


was also so much gratified with its action 


Witson, Kansas. 


Chian Turpentine. 


Although the furore occasioned by the introduc- 
tion of this article as a remedy for cancer has well 
nigh subsided, it may nevertheless not be amiss 
for me to detail my experience with it: A patient 
of mine had cancer of the mouth, in regard to the 
diagnosis of which there existed not the least doubt. 
I procured for her a pound of the emulsion of 
Chian tnrpentine which she commenced taking on 
January Ist, last. This finished she procured more 
of the same and has now consumed three pounds. 
When she commenced this treatment the fetor was 
intolerable, the pain very severe and the disease 
making rapid and and steady progress. In a few 
days the fetor was very much diminished and im- 
provement in this regard continued until the smell 
almost entirely disappeared. The pain, also, dimin- 
ished very materially, and for a time the swelling 
diminished and the appetite improved, raising the 
hopes of both patient and friends. After a time, 
however, dislike for the emulsion supervened and 
gastric disturbance followed each dose. The emul- 
sion was under these circumstances necessarily sus- 
pended and although the pain and fetor have re- 
turned it is with considerably diminished severity. 

The general condition of the patient leaves little 
ground for the hope of her recovery, but this fact 
does not negative the other fact that Chian tur- 
pentine exerted a favorable influence over the 
course of the disease, and that it is as good a 


remedy, at ieast, in this disease as any heretofore 


tried; in my experience it is a better. I certainly 
had never seen a medicine before have such a 
direct influence over the morbid process. 

JOHN BINNIE, M. D, 
PoyneTTe, WISCONSIN. 


Berberis Aquifolium. 





My attention has been called to an article in the 
May number of the GAZETTE, written by Dr. A. J, 
Roe, of Taylorsville, Ill My experience with 
berberis aquifolium has been very similar to his, 
—that is, I find it a valuable tonic, with a favor- 
able action upon the stomach in dyspepsia, but 
without any power over the virus of syphilis, or 
eczema. In a case of the latter, during’ the past 
year, I have had a patient taking it in from ¥% to 

four and al-. 
though the strength, appetite, etc., were perceptibly 
improved, the local affection did not in the least 
yield to the remedy, so that I have come to the 
conclusion that Dr. Bundy was mistaken about its 
I also prescribed it in a case of syphilis, . 
for about 15 months, with no better But 
I can speak favorably of other remedies, 
with yerba santa in a chronic 
bronchial cough of over a year’s duration, also with 
damiana in two cases of impotence and nocturnal 
emissions caused by masturbation. 

D. C. REYNOLDS, M. D. 


one teaspoonful doses times daily, 


virtues. 
results. 
many 
having succeeded 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


Cascara Sagrada, Manaca. 





My experience with these drugs although some- 
what limited has nevertheless been very satisfactory. 
The cascara cordial I have found particularly valu- 
able in the constipation of children. This ap- 
parently simple condition is sometimes a very per- 
plexing one to the practitioner. Under the use of 
the cordial I am generally confident of improvement 
in a few days. ss 

An elderly lady recently consulted me for severe 
constipation for which she had been under treat- 
ment for the past year without the slightest im- 
provement. I placed her on 5 to 10 drop doses of 
cascara sagrada combined with a little tr. gentiane 
co., in simple syrup with the result of affecting a 
complete cure in three months. I regarded the 
seat of the difficulty in this case as existing in the 
liver, the torpidity of which seemed to be fully 
corrected by the cascara. 

I have employed manaca in two cases of acute 
articular rheumatism with very remarkable results. 
In both cases the pain and swelling rapidly sub- 
sided and complete recovery followed in consider- 
ably less than the usual time. -¢ 


Oreco, N. Y. 


Epilepsy. 
I presume my treatment of epilepsy accords with 
that of most other practitioners,—it has been very 























unsatisfactory. I desire, therefore, to elicit either 
from the editor or some of the many readers of the 
GAZETTE, who may have been more successful than 
others, their remedies and line of treatment. I 
would respectfully ask, in the interests of our com- 
mon profession and common humanity, that any 
one who can throw light on this dark subject will 
not hesitate to do so. 

c. H 


A. MILLER, M. D. 


EvreEKA SPRINGS, ARK. 
5 


[Our correspondent’s request is both timely and 
reasonable and we hope to receive some communi- 
cations on the subject which may be to his 
lightenment, as well as to that of the profession 
generally. In our 
almost solely on Brown-Sequard’s formula but the 
satisfactory we could 


en- 


own practice we have relied 


result has not been as as 
Gelsemium has been recently recommended 


white 


wish. 
in incipient epilepsy; 
albiflora) has also recently been accredited with the 
but we have 
Ep. 


peony root (pzonia 
no ex- 


THERAP. 


the cure of two severe cases, 
perience in this use of these drugs. 
Gaz. | 





Prescription Department. 


Remedy for Migraine (Hemicranaia.) 


(Pulvis antihemicranicus imperialis.) 


Quinidiz sulphatis, gr. xxxiv; 1.50 gm.; 
Caffeine, gr. xv ; 1.00 gm. 

Acidi tartarici, gr. xvj; 1.c0ogm. 
Morphiz pure, gr. 34 ; 0.05 gm. 
Sacchari albi, gr. cl< 10.00. 


Mix and make into five powders. 

One ot these is to be taken morning and evening. 
Said to be a sure remedy in hemicrania. If neces- 
sary, the quatity of morphia may be slightly in- 
creased. Feeble persons should divide each pow- 
der into two parts, and take both within an hour. 
Black coffee is the best vehicle for administering 


these powders.—Dr. Herman Hager in Pharm. 
Centralh.; New Remedies. 
Treatment of Pyrosis, 


M. Ory gives the following prescriptions in la 
France Médicale: of course the diet must be at- 
tended to; a milk or vegetable diet with alkaline 
drinks being beneficial. Jeannel recommends 
following mixture :— 


the 


KR Rhei pulv., 3 ijss 
Sodz bicarb., 3 ss 
Syr. simp., f.3 v 
Aq. menth. piperit., f. 3 viij. 


M. Sig. Tablespoonful twice or four times daily. 
The compound chalk powder containing ca- 
nella and pepper is recommended by Bouchut in 


Original Department. 
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cases of pyrosis, 
rhoea. 

The following powder has been prescribed with 
success: 


accompanied by chronic diar- 


BR Magnesiz calcin. pulv., 3 j 
Sacch. alb. pulv., = j 








Bismuth. subnitr., 3 jss 
Sodz bicarb., 3 iii. 
M. Sig. Ft. chart. No. xl. One just before 
meals, 


Franck recommends— 


BR Magnesiz carb., gr. xxx 
Rhei pulv., gr. vijss 
Canell. pulv.,. gr. jvss. 

M. 


Bouchardat considers the following powder useful 


Sig. For two powders. 


in pyrosis:— 


BR Rhei pulv., 2 ij-gr. xv 
Magnesiz caicin., 3 ij-gr. xv 
Opii pulv., gr. jss. 
M. Sig. Div. in chart. No. xv. One _ before 


meals. 


Tonie Potions in Convalesecence. 


M. Audhoué recommends (Therapeutic Contem- 


poraire), the two following potions, agreeable to 
take, during convalescence from grave maladies, 
fevers, etc.:— 
BR Cinchon. flav. pulv., 3 j-gr. xv (5 grams) 
Aque font., f 3 x (300 grams) 
Pure milk, f 3 ij- 3 ij (7o grams) 
Sacch. alb., 3 v (20 grams). 
Sig. Boil the bark with the water, down to 100 


grams (f 3 iij-2j), then let stand for twelve hours, 
strain, and add the milk and sugar. 

This should be heated in the water bath and 
taken early in the morning; it has very little bitter- 
ness. 

The second potion is similar, and prepared in the 
same manner, except that 20 grams (3 v) of chocolate 
is dissolved in the milk before it is added to the 
rest of the potion. These potions would prove 
much more agreeable to the convalescent than the 
bitter tonic mixtures in vogue.—Med. and Surg. 


>, Pe 
Repos ter, 


For State of Mucous 


the Stomach, 


Catarrhal Membrane of 


Dr Roberts Bartholow gives: 


BR Tinct. iodini co} aa 74 
Acid. carbolici § - 


M. Sig.—One ‘drop three times 
Lecture in Medical Bulletin, 


daily.—Cvinical 
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An American School of Therapeutics. 


HE stone (therapeusis) which the builders (in 

medicine during the past two decades) have 
rejected has become the head of the corner. The 
arch which has been building, and of which anat- 
omy and physiology are the springers, and chemis- 
try, pathology, etiology, diagnosis, etc., are the 
other stones, is now ready for such a keystone as 
shall at least approach in perfectness of shape and 
beauty of outline the other component parts of the 
structure. This keystone is therapeutics, without 
which medicine, for all practical purposes, is use- 
less, and the other constituents of the fabric, 
shapely though they be and beautiful in their per- 
fection are but a gilded show as far as the reliev- 
Much atten- 
the non- 


ing of human suffering is concerned. 
tion has of late years been bestowed on 
practical divisions of medicine to the neglect of the 
practical. The efforts of the master minds and those 
whom leisure and government patronage (as in Ger- 
many) have enabled to devote themselves to science, 
have been in the direction of the demonstrable, the 
more scientific (so-called) subjects embraced in the 
college curriculum. It is the boast of science 
that it deals only with the tangible, with that to 
the existence of which the evidence of the senses may 
bear testimony. The consequence is that we have 
to-day a very shapely structure as far as it goes, 
but there yet lacks the perfect keystone, therapeu- 
tics, to complete the arch which shall most effec- 
tively span the gulf which exists between disease 
and convalescence. 

The Germans, with that plodding industry which 
is their national characteristic, and with a capacity 
for minuteness in detail and a keenness of percep- 
tion, developed through long systematic application, 
have accomplished wonders in the more exact or 
scientific divisions of medicine. Therapeusis be- 
eause of the element of uncertainty which it con- 
tains,—the vis medicatrix nature which vitiates all 


efforts at exactness,—has had few charms for them 
and a spirit of therapeutic skepticism or nihilism 
has sprung up and has attained a rank growth. 
comparative 


worthlessness of the best of 


The 
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to the therapeutics of 


seldom disputed and 


German authors as guides 


a cause under treatment is 


scarcely disputable. ‘To say, however, that modern 


medicine owes little to the German school would 


be very wide the mark. They have laid deep and 
broad the only true foundation of a rational thera- 
destined 


to be erected a superstructure far outrivalling any- 


peusis, a foundation upon which there is 


thing of the past. 
of the American 


practical is as 


The Americans (the great bulk 
profession) in whose character th 
prominent as the scientific, plodding and painstaking 
have gone to extreme of 
of medicine and have 


therapeutics, it is 


are in the German, the 
their bent the 
devoted themselves 
feared to the neglect of those divisions without a 
which 
success in therapeutics is impossible. The conse- 
quence is there is too considerable a sprinkling 
of empiricism in American  therapeutics,—too 
much of looking for ends through the direct means 
of drugs, without a proper regard to the rationale 
of their action. 

The English have had some success in striking 
the happy mean between these two extremes,— 
combining the erudition of the German with the 
practical bent of the Anglo-Saxon, and were it not 
for the diversity in the modifying influences of 
disease in that country and this American practition- 
ers would find it profitable to follow more closely 
than they do the English methods. 

As things are there is a strong demand for an 
American school of therapeutics, and the elements 
for the success of such a school are not wanting. 
There are in this country, and not necessarily in 
the larger cities or connected with the medical 
colleges, a sufficient number of properly trained 
practitioners,—gentlemen who have laid a substan- 
tial foundation in the scientific divisions of 
medicine, to develop a school of therapeutics which 
would be at least free from much of the empiri- 
cism which now contaminates American practice 
The fields and forests of this country are, more- 
over, very rich in materia medica, and the one 
great want of the profession has been a systematic 
method ascertaining their properties of these 
agents and their applicability to diseased conditions. 


in matter 


to to be 


proper cultivation of the greatest possible 


more 


of 


suggested to be most 
successfully method, which 
has been in operation for some time, is that which 
the medical journals of 


the end above 


accomplished ? 


How is 
One 


consists in the reports in 
the experience of the profession in the use of dif- 
ferent agents in the treatment of disease. This 
has already accomplished much, and has in it the 


possibility of more. It, however, has its defects 
and any method which may correct these is a 
desideratum. Dr. H. H. Kane, of New York, 


makes a suggestion in the Chicago Medical Review 
which has our warmest approval, and which would, 
we think, therapeutics in this country a 
much-desired impetus. Dr. Kane's article 
practical in its nature that we produce it in its 
entirety : 


give 
is so 


‘‘ Observations regarding the action of drugs in 
diseases, are at the present day unsatisfactory in 
the extreme. 

1. Because preparations of varying strength, and 
sometimes wholly inert are used. 

2. Because there is neither exactness nor system 
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in the manner of trial or recording the results | knowledge of the exact sciences o®anatomy, physi- 


obtained. 


3. Because the observations are few in number, 
and those results that are published appear in scat- 
tered local journals, so that they are practically 
dead to the main body of the profession, 

4. Because those reports that do reach the phy- 
sician through the medium of medical journals are 
usually the favorable results only, and great expecta- 
tions are raised, when not justified by the exact 
truth were it known. 

A clinical and therapeutical society, with from 
one to three hundred members, residing in various 
parts of the country, could so systematise the trial 
of therapeutic agents in disease, as to make the 
results valuable to each member and to the profes- 
sion generally. Supposing such a society to exist, 
the plan would be about as follows 

1. A committee appointed by the society has 
charge of the reports, printing, moneys, etc. 

2, To each member is sent, once in two or three 
months, a therapeutic problem, of which the fol- 
lowing may serve as an example : 

Drug, iodine; preparation, tincture; mode of 
administration, from ten to twenty drops in one- 
third glass full of sweetened water: Disease, inter- 
mittent fever; report patient’s age, sex, color, com- 
plexion, color of hair and eyes; form (quotidian, 
tertian, etc., etc.); duration, result of other treat- 
ment, result of present treatment, and remarks. 

There are many important problems that might 
in this way be solved, for instance, ‘the curative 
action of pilocarpine in diphtheria; effect of que- 
bracho in dyspnoea: sulphide of calcium in furun- 
culosis; hyoscyamia or hyoscyamus in insomnia of 
all kinds,’ etc., etc,, etc. When it is difficult to 
get the pure drug, the committee could send a 
sample, at cost price, to each member, thus ensur- 
ing reliability and uniformity of strength. The 
report of each member having been sent in to the 
committee, and a new problem sent out, the com- 
mittee arrange, systematize and digest the reports, 
and when compiete send a printed copy of the 
results thus obtained to each member, with the 
names of the members reporting, and an abstract 
of the latest literature upon the subject in ques- 
tion. A yearly membership fee of from one to 
two dollars would cover all expenses. No one can 
question the feasibility of great value or such an 
organization. With some modifications this society 
would be upon the same plan as the local thera- 
peutical society of this (N. Y.) city. I shall be glad to 
hear from physicians who favor the idea of form- 
ing an ‘American Clinical and Therapeutical 
Society.’ ”’ 


Specific Medication. 

HE history of medicine is checkered through- 
out with some strange fancies. The gamut 

has been run from the grossest materialism to the 
most refined spiritualism,—medicines have alter- 
nately been administered under the conception of 
man’s being a simple machine controlled by physi- 
cal laws, and anon that there is more of the 
ethereal than of flesh and blood in his make-up. 
Disease has at various times been regarded as an 
evil spirit which has entered the man taking 
Possession of him, dominating him at his pleasure, 
and as a physical entity which it has been sought 
to lay hold of and to remove by lancet, purgative, 
emetic, diaphoretic, diuretic or expectorant. As 
men have, however, learned to be¢ome the servants 
of nature rather than to vainly strive to control or 
thwart her these conceptions of disease and medi- 
cation have disappeared, and we have in these 
latter days a system of medication, founded on a 





| 


| 
| 
| 


which is_ itself 
well-nigh scientific, and full of promise for the fu 
ture. 


ology, chemistry and pathology, 


It is, of course, not claimed that medicine of 


to-day is what it should be or that it is even yet 
freed of the absurdities which formerly so charac- 
terized it. There are still many vagaries and a 
vast deal of empiricism, some of the latter being, 
however, inevitable as yet because of our imperfect 
though fundamental 


developing knowledge of 


principles. Among these vagaries which still cum- 
ber medical progress there is none more absurd or 
baseless than that of ‘‘specific medication.” Itisa 
relict of the most primitive days of medicine, re- 
vamped and now paraded as an infallible dogma 
by an adventurer whose specious arguments have 
won him a considerable following. It is not 
strange that this following should be as large as it 
is for there is something very attractive in the idea 
of specifics. The idea is one, moreover, which has 
a firm hold on the popular mind, it being the 
popular conception of medicine that there is a 
remedy for every ailment, and that every symp- 
tom has its corresponding drug which is ‘‘good for 
it.” The less, therefore, the remove from the 
common mind, or in other words the more super- 
ficial the medical education of the practitioner the 
stronger is his belief in specific medication. It is 
not strange that there should be believers in specific 
medication but it is passing strange that in the 
full blaze of the enlightenment of these times that 
books should be printed and that colleges should 
be conducted for the promulgation of the monstrous. 
fallacy. 

Any attempt to argue the fallacy of specific 
medication would be a reflection on the intelligence 
of those of our readers who have received even 
the most elementary medical education. It would 
be scarcely less absurd on our part to undertake 
to point out the fallacy of the dream of perpetual 
youth. The assumption of the great modern 
apostle of specific medication is that there is a 
balm in Gilead, and a physician there (in Cincinnati) 
for every ache and pain and disease on the long 
catalogue of human ills, and the perfection of med- 
icine will be a tabulation of the nosology with the 
remedy set over against each disease. It is 
no argument to him against his ‘‘idea,” that the 
results of his practice, and of that of his disciples, 
are not more flattering (to draw it mildly) than 
those attending the practice of their neighbors. 
The ingenuity which frames the arguments for 
specific medication will not be caught napping mid 
such devices of the enemy. ‘‘Specific medication 
requires specific diagnosis” and when ‘‘my system” 
fails to secure prompt and direct results in the re- 
storation of the patient to health the fault is not 
in it,—it is in the failure of the practitioner to 
make a ‘‘specific diagnosis!” ‘‘My system is in- 
fallible,” (its name [Webster] implies that) ‘‘and it 
fails in its results only because of the inability of 
the practitioner to properly apply it,—to make a 
specific diagnosis!” Such arguments are these ar¢, 
of course, umanswered and unanswerable. There 


is only one system of medication and Scudder is 
its prophet! 

An inevitable corollary of specific medication is 
the singleness of action of each drug. 


Given a 
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certain disease {specifically diagnosed) the specific 
drug must be confined in its action to the seat of 
this disease. To admit that this drug varies both 
in the seat and in the intensity of its action with 
the size of the dose, would be fatal to specific (in- 
fallible) medication. 

One of the strongest claims for this so-called 
system is that it encourages definite medication, that 
is, the prescription of a single remedy for a single 
disease, and that it gives the death-blow to ‘‘shot- 
gun,” prescribing. Let us illustrate how this 
precept is supported by practice: On page 119 of 
‘‘Scudder’s Specific Medication” we find the follow- 
ing (given in all the beauty of its Latinity) 


BR Tinct. cypripedium, 


Tinct. lobelia, 2 j 
Syrup simplex, 3 iijss. 

M. An analysis of this ‘‘specific prescription” 
for a ‘‘specific disease,” determined by a ‘‘specific 
diagnosis” by the Master himself shows it to con- 
tain the following: Alcohol, cypripedium, oil of 
lavender, oil of rosemary, cinnamon, cloves, nut- 
meg, red saunders, lobelia, sugar and water—not 
less than eleven ingredients in all. The book is 
full of similar illustrations, of the author’s incon- 
sistency. 

The doctrine of specific medication is an idle 
dream, a figment of the imagination and one which 
no man, with a proper grounding in the funda- 
mentals of medicine, can promulgate but with a 
sinister motive, The very young men who have 
sat at the feet of the Gamaliel of the absurdity, 
and graduate with his autograph or their diplomas, 
soon after putting the dogma to the test of practical 
experience detect its fallacy and repudiate it 77 /o/o. 
It ignores the broad principles which are the only 
safe groundwork of therapeutics, and carries the 
practitioner back to the baldest empiricism. Nature 
has no specifics and all attempts to institute a sys- 
tem at total variance with her beneficent laws 
must result in diaster. Scientific medicine aims to 
interpret nature’s processes and becomes perfected 
by year only as it is successful in this interpreta- 
tion. 


—$$$$<—___—_ 


The American Medical Association and 
the System of Copyrights and Trade- 
Marks. 





O great reform, either in the individual or in 
I the body politic, was ever consummated with- 
out a struggle. An essential to a great reform is 
that the evil to be corrected shall have become 
incorporated into the very being of the individual 
or people who suffer from it,—the evil must thor- 
oughly possess the person or body affected. Any- 
thing which sets lightly on the heart is easily dis- 
possessed. Superficial evils, mere excrescences, 
may be pruned off; evils which have become inter- 
woven with the fibre require a revolution to elimi- 


nate them. 

In view of these recognized facts it would have 
been at once unnatural and unreasonable to suppose 
that the crusade which the profession have entered 
into against the system of copyrights and trade- 
marks on pharmaceutical compounds, would be 
without the inevitable concomitants of a fight. 


| 


The system has insidiously engrafted itself into 
American medicine, or like the camel in the fable 
it gained admission, through specious pleas, for its 
head and has ever since been inching its way in 
until it has now well nigh got its entire body in. 
Legitimate pharmacy, the natural ally of medicine, 
has but few representatives in this country, it 
having been almost completely supplanted by a 
nondescript variety which has been fostered and 
has grown great through the monopoly created by 
the copyright and trade-mark system. Instead of 
occupying its proper relation towards the medical 
profession, that is, obedient to the behests and 
subservient to the interests of the latter, pharmacy 
as conducted by the great majority of those now 
engaged it has made the medical profession its 
servant, or rather its stepping-stone into the good 
graces of the public whom it can the more readily 
approach seeing it has received the quasi endorse- 
ment of the very physicians to whom the people 
resort in their hour of greatest need. Thus fostered, 
the business of the manufacturing pharmacist has 
grown to be fully as profitable an investment in many 
instances as that of the most notorious patent medi- 
cine concern which have amassed their millions. 
Is it to be wondered at, under the circumstances, 
that any movement seeking to disturb this business, 
should be met with very strenuous opposition? It 
would be infinitely more strange were such a 
movement to be allowed to proceed untrammeled, 
for this would be in direct opposition to the whole 
tendency of human nature. The manufacturing 
firms who have fed on the credulity of the profes- 
sion, securing physicians’ certificates, good-naturedly 
given, and in many instances without a real refer- 
ence to the merits of the article, and turning them 
into advertisements which they deftly, and in some 
instances with the utmost publicity circulate among 
public, are not going to surrender until they have 
been fought to the very ground and compelled to 
acknowledge that the humanitarian instincts of the 
profession are superior to the selfish motives of 
trade. 

The resolution introduced at the Richmond meet- 
ing of the American Medical Association, and 
which was referred to the Judicial Council for a 
report at the St. Paul meeting next year, has already 
caused a very considerable fluttering, and already 
measures have been set on foot to influence pro- 
fessional opinion by specious argument. Indeed a 
writer in the Medical Record has already insinu- 
ated that the movement against the abuse in ques- 
tion is being conducted by a firm of manufacturing 
pharmacists. If it should appear that this is so it 
seems to us that this firm is doing more for 
scientific medicine in this regard than the profes- 
sion has heretofore done for itself, and by this act 
has allied itself very closely with those of the pro- 
fession who believe that it is the prerogative of 
educated physicians to treat disease, and that no 
drug or combination of drugs should be sold to 
the public except on the physician’s prescription. 
This is an enviable position for a firm to take in 
these times, and it will be endorsed by physicians 
thoroughly aroused to the iniquities which are 
being perpetrated against them by a large manu- 
facturing interest whose dupes they have suffered 
themselves to become. But it matters little who 
the instigators of this crusade are; the cause itself 




















is a worthy one and it is a sign of the weakness 
of its adversaries when they seek to raise irrelevant 
issues with a view to detract from the main ques- 
Let them rather boldly defend their position 
acquire a credit for honesty and manili- 


tion. 
and thus 
ness, rather than by subterfuge and evasion bring out 
more clearly the hypocrisy and selfishness of their 


motives. 


Study of the Causes of Consumption. 


\ 


EMBERS of the profession having well-marked 


cases of consumption now in hand can aid 
the cause of science by making replies to a list of 
questions which will be furnished on receipt of 


address, by Dr. Edward Playter, of Toronto, On- 
tario. Dr. Playter hopes by the study of a large 
number of replies, to make a contribution to the 
study of consumption which will greatly benefit the 
profession and the people. 





Book Reviews and Notices. 


A Text-Book OF HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY. 
Designed for the use of Practitioners and Students of Medi- 
cine. By Austin Flint, Jr., M. D., Professor of Physiology 
and Phystological Anatomy in the Bellevue Hospital Medi- 
cal College, New York; Fellow o the New York Academy 
of Medicine ; Member of the Medical Society of the County 
of New York; Correspondent of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Philadelphia, etc., etc. Illustrated by three 
lithographic plates and 350 wood cuts. Third edition re- 
vised and corrected. 
New York: D. Appleton 
Nourse. 


& Co. Detroit: Thorndike 

Flint’s Physiology is so well known to the medical 
profession that anything we might say in com- 
mendation might be considered superfluous. His 
large work issued by the same publisher in 1874, 
was at the time considered by everybody all that 
was then known on the The present 
work, which is a condensation of the larger one, 
and is prepared of 


subject. 


more especially for the use 


students, has been carefully revised, some parts 
having been re-written; errors and inaccuracies 
have been eliminated and the subject brought 


To 
**T have adopted 
the views of Bowman, lately confirmed by the ex- 
periments of Heidenhain and others with regard 
to the functions of the malpighian bodies of the 
kidney. The section upon Animal Heat has been 
entirely re-written ; and I have an account 
of my new experiments upon this subject, pub- 
lished in 1879, showing the probable generation of 
heat in the body by the union of oxygen and 
hydrogen, and the formation of water. I have 
introduced a short description of the cerebral’ con- 
volutions, with a new diagram, and a brief account 
of the discovery of Boil, of a ‘‘retinal red.” I 
have also added a diagram illustrating the mechan- 
ism of micturition, and a figure kindly prepared 


for me by Dr. E. G. Loring, of New York, showing 


abreast of the present standard of knowledge. 
quote from the author's preface : 


given 


the appearance of the fundus of the eye as seen 
with the ophthalmoscope.” 

The illustrations are clear and handsome ; it is 
printed on strong white paper and its typographi- 
A copious 


cal execution cannot well be excelled. 
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index, which is so invaluable, completes the work 
which we cordially commend to the student and to 


the practitioner who desires to post himself on 
the latest physiological information. 

A TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SysTEM. 
By William A. Hammond, M. D., Surgeon Genera! U. S. 


Army (retired list); Professor of Diseases of the Mind and 
Nervous System in the Medical Department of the Univer- 
sity of the City of New York; Member of the American 
Neurological Association and of the New York Neurologi- 
cal Society; of the New York County Medical Society ; 
of the New York Medico-Legal Society; of the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society, (Philadelphia); Corresponding 
Member of the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain 
Ireland; Honorary Member of the Royal Medico- 
Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh; of the British Medical 
With illustrations. Seventh 
edition, revised, rewritten, enlarged and improved. 


and 


Association, etc., etc. 112 


**Est quoddam prodire tenus, si non datin ultra.’’—Horace. 


New York: D. Appleton & Co. Detroit: Thorndike 
Nour:e. 
The first edition of this work was published in 


1871. The sixth edition in 
remodeled The 
present the received 
extensive additions, chief of which are the amplifi- 
cation of the subject of cerebral congestion. A 
chapter on Myxcedema, Syphilis of the Brain, the 
Spinal Cord and the Nerves, and on the Symptom- 
atology of Cerebral and Cerebellar lesions, and a 
the of the sympathetic 
nervous system. Material additions have also been 
made to the chapters on Locomotor Ataxia, Pro- 
Facial Atrophy, Chronic Epilepsy, Neu- 
ralgia and to many others. A chapter has been 
added on the Symptomatology of Cerebral and Cere- 
bellar lesions, a translation of the diagnostic’ points 
given by Nothnagel in his remarkable work on 
the ‘‘ Topical Diagnosis of Brain Diseases.” The 
chapters have been omitted as the 
author now engaged the preparation of a 
special work on that subject. 

When a book reaches its seventh edition it has 
become pretty well established, and may be 
regarded as having received the commendation and 
support of its readers and of those who are inter- 
ested in the subject upon which it treats. This 
appears be the case with the one before us. 
Dr. Wm. A. Hammond is well known, not only 
in America, but we may say also in Europe, 
Asia, and Africa, and is not unknown to the pro- 
fession even in the islands of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans. The subject of the work is one 
of which he has made a life study, and since his 
retirement from the Surgeon Generalship of the 
army it has been his specialty. The depart- 
ment of nervous diseases has been of late years 
so largely developed that it has become a study of 
itself, and is sufficient to fully occupy the entire 
time of the student in its elucidation, and notwith- 
standing all this its* manifestations often baffle 
those most skilled both by study and experience. 
We therefore receive with unusual thanks any con- 
tributions that will aid the physician in the Ciag- 
nosis and management of these protean disorders 
of this great system of the animal organization, 
We think such contributions can be found in the 
work under notice, and we take great pleasure in 
recommending it to our readers—especially to those 
who are actively engaged in practice and also to 


published 
greatly 


1876 was 


entirely and enlarged. 


edition, seventh, has also 


new section on diseases 


gressive 


on Insanity 


is in 


to 
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just entering upon his 
indexed and issued in Apple- 
style. 


the student professional 
career. It is 


ton’s most approved 


well 





Dyspersia—How TO Avoid iT 

By Joseph F. Edwards, M. D., author of *“ How a Person 

Threatened or Afflicted with Bright’s Disease Ought to 

Live,” “ Constipation Plainly Treated and Relieved With- 
the use of Drugs, Price, 75 cents. 

Presley Blakiston. Detroit : 


out 
Philadelphia : 
Nourse. 


Thorndike 


This little book is another of the popular series 
issued by the enterprising publisher, Presley Blakis- 
ton, and discusses the subjects under the heads of 
‘* Food,” ‘‘ Digestion,” ‘‘How to cook food,” and 
‘* How and what we ought to eat.” It 
little but what the physician knows and hence is 
evidently intended for the great American public, 
or rather we should say for those who live in 
cities and are debarred the pure air and healthy 
exercise of the citizens of the country. To those 
its advice will prove beneficial, but to the ‘‘man 
of all work,” the citizen and the tiller of the soil, 
the advice is scarcely applicable, and still more so, 
is impracticable. To the class of persons for 
whom the book is designed we cordially commend 
it, but more especially to invalids and convalescents 
from attacks of severe illness. Nurses should 
read it and be guided by its precepts unless other- 
wise ordered by the physician in charge. 


contains 


We call the special attention of our readers to 
the following announcement of Wm. Wood & Co.: 


THE INTERNATIONAL ENCYCLOPCEDIA OF SURGERY. 





A Systematic Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Sur- 
gery. By authors of various nations, edited by John Ash- 
hurst Jr., M.D., Professor of Clinical Surgery in the University 
of Pennsylvania. In six volumes royal octavo. Illustrated 
with chromo lithographs and wood engravings. 
Contents of the volumes: Vol. 1. History of 

Surgery; General Surgery; Operative, Minor and 

Plastic Surgery, Amputations. Vol. 2. Injuries 

and Diseases which may occur in any part of the 

body; Venereal Diseases; Injuries and Diseases 
of various tissues of the Body. Vol. 3. Injuries 
and Diseases of the Nerves, Blood-vessels and 

Bones. Vol. 4. Injuries and Diseases of the Joints; 

Excisions and Resections, Treatment of Deforma- 

tives, Injuries and Diseases of various regions of 


the body. Vol. 5. Regional Surgery (continued). 
Vol. 6. Reginal Surgery (conclued), Appendix, 
General index to the whole six volumes. The 


work will be sold on subscription only, and under 
no circumstances will the number of volumes be 
increased. Prices: In extra muslin- binding, per 
volume, $6.00; in fine leather, raised bands, per 
volume, $7.00; in half Morocco, marble edges, per 
volume, $8,00. 

The above promises to be the great work on 
surgery of the day. Its collaborators include the 
leading minds of America, Great Britain, France, 
Germany and Spain. No labor will be spared 
upon it, and the fact that Wm. Wood & Co. are 
the publishers is a sufficient guarantee that the prom- 
ises made concerning it will be fulfilled. Send to 
Wm. Wood & Co., 27 Great Jones street, New 


Yory, for a prospectus, and so be prepared for 
the canvasser when he calls upon you. 
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Pamphlets Received, 


Clinical lilustrations of Favus and its treatment by a new 
method of depilation. By L. Duncan Bulkley, A. M., 
M. D., Attending Physician for Skin and Venereal Dis- 


eases in the New York Hospital Out-Patient Department, 


etc., etc. Reprint from the Archives of Dermatology, vol. 
3, No. 2, April ’81. 

Simple Methods to Staunch Hemorrhage. By Edward Borck, M. 
D., St. Louis, Mo. Reprint from Indiana Medical Reporter, 





Evansville, Ind., April, 1381. 


Department of Special Report Report of 
Analytical and other work done on Sorghum and Corn- 
stalks by the Chemical Division of the Department, July 
to December under the direction of Hon. N. G. 
LeDuc, Commissioner. By Peter Collier, Chemist. 
Washington, D. C.: Government Printing Office. 


No, 33. 


Agricuiture 


1550, 


The New York Medical Journal. Edited by Frank P. Foster, 
M.-D., and published by D. Appleton & Co., New York. 
Yearly Subscription, $4.00. Completed its thirty-third vol. 
with the current June number. 
in this we are informed that beginning with the 

next number the title will be ‘‘The New York 

Medical Journal and Obstetrical Review,” thus 

adding obstetrics and gynecology. We have no 

doubt that these additions will add much to the 
value of this old and valuable journal. We extend 


_ our wishes for its success. 


The Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner has. 
issued a supplement with its June number, as large 
as the number itself, in which is given the entire 
proceedings of the American Medical Association 
at its late meeting at Richmond, Va., May 3d, 4th 
and 5th, as collated in part from the daily edition 
of the Virginia Medical Monthly, (errors and all). 
We rejoice to see this valuable old journal of the 
Northwest waking up, and, as exemplified by this 
issue of a supplement, putting on the armor of 
youth. 

From Detroit to the Sea. This is the title of a handsome illustrated 
pamphlet of sixty-two pages issued from the press of the 
Detroit Evening News, and published by W. H. Brearley, 
Detroit, Mich. 

This is the fifth season of the Detroit Evening 
News excursions from Detroit to the sea, personally 
conducted by W. H. Brearly of Detroit, Michigan. 
All who contemplate any one of these excursions 
(for there will be three this season) should send 
for a copy, as it contains full information besides. 
a full description of the route and all the places of 
note seen by the traveler. Address, W. H. Brear- 
ley, Detroit, Mich., inclosing thirty cents, upon 
the receipt of which a copy will be sent by mail. 
Holmes’ System of Surgery, Americanized. A System of Surgery 

Theoretical and Practical, in treatises by various authors. 

Edited by Timothy Holmes, M. A., Surgeon and Lecturer 

on Surgery at St. George’s Hospital, London, Eng. 

American Edition thoroughly revised and rewritten by 

John H. Packard, M. D., Surgeon to the Episcopal and to 

St. Joseph’s Hospital, Philadelphia, Assisted by a large 

corps of the most eminent American Surgeons. In three 

large and very handsome imperial octavo volumes of 
about 1000 pages each, with over 1ooo illustrations on 
wood, and thirteen lithographic plates, beautifully colored. 

Per vol., cloth, $6.00; leather, $7.00; half Russia, $7 50. 

This great work is already familiarly known to 
American Surgeons, and to bring it up to the 
times new material will be added and much re- 
written. To bring it within the reach of every 
member of the profession, the five volumes 
of the original work will be compressed into three 
by employing a double column similar to that o 














Reynold’s System of Medicine. The work will be 


sold on subscription only, and every member of 
the profession will be called upon by the canvasser. 

ie oe “ - 
The publishers of this great work are Henry C, 
Lea’s Son & Co., Philadelphia. This 


guarantee of the fulfilment of all that is promised. 


mame is a 


for July begins a new vol- 
to be 


(in five parts), gives 


Appleton’s Journal 


ume, and gives a table of contents not ex- 


celled. ‘Saints and Sinners” 


part second in this number. A very interesting 


story. Yearly subscription $3.00, single number, 
25 cents. 

The Atlantic Monthly. The July number begins 
vol. 48. ‘‘ Dr. Breen’s Practice,” a serial story by 


W. D. Howells’ will begin in the August number. 


The current no. is full of useful and readable 
matter and maintains the well established reputa- 
tion of the periodical. $4.00 per annum, single 


number 35 cents. 
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PoINTS IN TREATMENT DiIsEASE,—CONSTIPA- 
TION, T-£NIA, ALCOHOLISM.—The subjects of con- 
stipation have in all too many cases been badly 
treated, not only at their own hands, but also by 
physicians. Without considering the condition as a 
disease we pay no attention to diagnosis. I find 
the first essential of treatment to be inquiry as to 
whether the patient's bowels are physiologically 
torpid. Dependence on this one fact determines 
treatment, and next to it I value differential study 
of the true cause of the constipation. After dis- 
position of these two questions there remain two 
essentials of treatment, viz: (1) To get the 
testines rid of the abnormal quantities of feces 
there present; and (2) To create a healthy state of 
the intestines. 

In touching the first of these two requirements I 
do not believe in any panacea. If speedy relief is 
asked, I think castor oil the safest remedial agent. 
Of elaterium, gamboge, or any like drug, it 
always best to say nothing. ‘They are harsh 
to be employed in any case. If the 
factor be hepatic, podophyllum is excellent. 


OF 


in- 


is 
too 
etiological 
Mer- 
cury, salines, and the compound cathartic pills are 
useful, but I regard them liable be 
pointing. Senna is excellent in the most obstinate 
constipation, but next to castor oil, and often as 
adjuvant to that agent, I prize cascara sagrada. 
It is slower than the but more 
in action, and very permanent in value. 
=: 
KR Fi. ext. cascara sagrada (P. D. & Co.’s) 3j 
Emulsion castor oil, 3 j. 


as to disap- 


oil, much sure 


I give 


M. Sig.—One dose daily before breakfast. 

This may be too large a dose for some patients, 
but should be divided, rather than reduced. The 
cascara sagrada has been reputed valueless, but | 
have never seen a failure with the fluid extract put up 
by Parke, Davis & Co. 

For inertia of the intestinal muscular coat a good 
Prescription is: 

BR Ext. nucis vomice, gts. vj 
Ext. belladonna, grs. iij 
Ext. colocynth. comp. grs xxxvj. 


One at bed-hour. 


M.—Div. pil, xij. 
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In those women who are habitually constipated 
there is no better prescription than the 
(original with Prof. Wm. Goodell): 


following 


BR Ext. colocynth. comp. grs. ij 
Pulv. rhei, gr. j 
Ex:. hyoscyami, gr. ss 
Ext. belladonna, gr. 





M. et in pil. no. j. div. Sig.—To be taken at 
J g 
night. 
Another valuable prescription is as follows: 
R Podophyliin, 
Ext. colocynth. 
Ext. cascarz sagrade, iii gr 
Ext. juglan. cin., gr. 4 
Ext. nucis vomicz 
Ext. hyoscyami, #4 gr. ! 
M. Sig.—One pill. 
The second indication,—to establish a healthy 


state of the intestines,—is met by the use of the 
cascara ‘sagrada, a teaspoonful before meals, with 
the usage of nutritious food, and an avoidance of 
all articles of food that tend to constipate. Castor 
oil, a teaspoontul every morning, man be used in- 
stead of the cascara. 

T-ENIA, 


There are but a few remedies for tape-worm, but 





they are given in a bewilder of combinations. 
Among the best are the following: 
1. B Ob. filicis maris. 3 j 
Syr. tolu. ™, xxx. 
M. Take half of this as a dose. 
2. KB FI. ext. filicis maris. 1 xxx 
Syr. zingiberis, ° 
Muc. acacia, #4 3 ij. 
M. 


3. B Pumpkin seeds, = xx 
Sugar, 3 iij 
Eth. ext. male fern, 3 ij 
Decoct. pomegranate root, = x. 

M. Sig.—Give this in four doses with 15 minutes 

interval. 

4. KB Filicis maris. 3 j 

Syr. simp, 3 xijss. 


M. Sig.—Take in one dose and follow in two 
hours with an ounce of castor oil. 
5. RK Oleo-resine filicis, 3 ss 
Etheris, 2 ss 
Kousso, 3 vj 
Kameelz, 3 jv. 
6. HK Flor. kousso, 3 vj 
Kameela, 2 jv. 
M. Sig.—Take half of this; in one hour take a 
dose of Rochelle salts; in another hour take the 


other half. 

7. Ethereal extract of male fern given on an empty stom- 
ach; followed by a purge. 

8. Administer a large dose of castor oil to which is added 
¥4 teaspoonful of oil of turpentine. 
o: kameela. 


Follow with a few capsules 


». Salicylic acid 12 grs., followed by purge. 
10. Mucilage of slippery-elm bark, followed by purge. 
other 


is 


There are many teniafuge prescriptions. 
The one number (4) my opinion the 
best, but all that I have here given are excellent. 
To ensure success in treatment it is essential that 
the patient should abstain from such food as is 
digested in the small intestine, for a day or two. 
The sum of our efforts is to starve, poison, and 
then seek the evacuation of the worm. In children 
and feeble persons it is best to follow this treatment 
with tonics. 


in own 


ALCOHOLISM. 


The one object of treatment is to procure sleep. 


if 
it 


| 
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In my experience I have found that opium is delu- 
injurious; chloral is more effective. 
Tincture of capsicum 


sive and 
Bromides are prone to fail. 
is an over-ruling remedy as adjunct to others. 
Oxide of zinc diminishes the abnormal appetite, 
and is useful. Cold water to the head is at least 
a placebo. Tr. digitalis, one-half ounce every four 
hours,is reported efficacious. The inhalation of chlor- 
oform is dangerous. Iron and nux vomica re-estab- 
lish digestion, support life, and quiet delirium. An 
Italian remedy is zinc phosphide. Digitalis is 
sometimes given combined with bromide of potash. 
A recent remedy is monobromide of camphor, the 
theory of the action of which is good, though I 
have never used it. 
opii. deod, fl. ext. hyoscyami, chloral, potass. brom., 


Equal parts (2ss-2j) of tr. 


tr. capsici, and iron, with small dose of aconite, 
given 
produced, combines the most usful remedies, and 
is a beautiful prescription.—Dr. Willard H. Morse, 
in Zhe Medica 


3 jss every five or six hours till sleep is 


SuMMMAaATY,. 
-ROPRIETARY MEDICINES.—The sale of 
medicines and proprietary articles having recently 
formed a fruitful subject of discussion amongst 
pharmacists, we gave in our last number, from 
the Oil, Paint, and Drug Reporter, a review of 
the patent medicine trade in America. It may be 
consoling to some of our readers to know that the 
patent medicine difficulty is not confined to Eng- 
land, but that it exists also in other countries. 
The following remarks respecting American pro- 
prietary articles, from the same contemporary, 
apply with equal force to the present position of 
the question in England : 

‘“*It is a well recognized fact that all that is 
necessary to force a patent medicine upon the 
market is abundant and persistent advertising, and 
as a rule the success of the article is exactly pro- 
portionate to the amount of advertising done. 
There will also be found people credulous enough 
to be gulled by flaring posters and guady pro- 
cessions, and this class are ably seconded by indi- 
viduals whose vivid imagination readily conceives 
a cure, where in fact none has resulted, or has 
been effected by natural means only. These per- 
sons flood the office of the proprietor of the nostrum 
with testimonials of its efficacy, which becomes his 
stock in trade. In fact so necessary are they to 
his business, that when they are not forthcoming 
in sufficient numbers, accommodating Jones’s, 
Smith’s and Brown’s are discovered in various 
parts of the country who are willing for a consid- 
eration, to furnish the necessary credentials. 
Most of these quack compounds are taken from 
the ‘Old Woman's Pharmacopceia,’ and are com- 
pounded of well-known ingredients. jumbled 
together irrespective of science or results. They 
aim at enriching the proprietor, and in most cases, 
when backed up by sufficient capital succeed in 
their design. 

‘*The number and variety of these articles are 
constantly on the increase, and the subject, there- 
fore, becomes one of great importance to the 
trade; not only on account of the immense 
amount of money invested, and the small margins 
of profits, but also from the fact that they are 
frequently the source of serious loss. The market 


patent 


is glutted with these spurious ‘patents,’ forced 
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upon it by unscrupulous manufacturers, the 
demand for which is withdrawn as soon as the 
advertising is stopped, leaving dealers with large 
quantities on hand, which must result in a loss. 

‘Of course, there are many ‘patents’ which are 
meritorious, and the demand for which continues 
after advertising has ceased, but very many of 
them are catch-pennies, without value as medica. 
ments, and result only in drawing public ‘odium 
upon legitimate trade. Dealers are certainly not 
blamable for handling goods for which there is a 
demand, but it is doubtful whether there will be 
found many who would not willingly forego the 
small profits arising from patent medicines, if they 
could be relieved from the necessity of carrying 
them. 

‘“‘There is no remedy for the evil except legis- 
lation, and it is even doubtful whether it could be 
corrected in this way. The law places safeguards 
about the lives of people, in provisfons, fixing the 
responsibility of medical practitioners, and com- 
pelling a thorough acquaintance with the facts of 
their profession, while compounders of prescrip- 
tions are subjected to rigorous examination before 
being licensed to practise their trade. There is no 
reason why similar qualifications should not be 
demanded of persons compounding patent medi- 
cines, and such should be the law. But whether 
the legislature could be induced to see the subject 
in this light is a question, as the ‘influence’ of 
manufacturers would undoubtedly be cast heavily 
against it. 

‘Among the most prominent of patent medi- 
cines are cough mixtures and lung specifics. Their 
name is legion and their marvellous claims are 
trumpeted in brazen tones to the four winds, 
They are each and everyone certain and _ sure 
cures for coughs, colds, hoarseness and sore 
throats, bronchitis, asthma, consumption, and all 
the kindred pulmonary and throat affections that 
flesh is heir to. It is a very safe ‘lead’ to work, 
as there are thousands of patients who are anxious 
to be cured, and who do not consider the disease 
of sufficient importance to call in the services of a 
physician, and as anybody can make these noss 
trums it only requires sufficient capital to ensure 
success. They cannot be classed among the 
dangerous preparations, as they are in the main 
perfectly harmless, and simply ease the conscience 
of the patient by making him feel that he is 
doing something. With some slight variations 
they are compounded of syrup of squills, paregoric 
tar, molasses, licorice and muriate of ammonia, 
together with some of the balsams, and the only 
injurious effects which can attend their use is 
nausea and narcotizing. The history of their rise 
and fall would be interesting, and doubtles the 
trade has had abundant occasion to so consider it. 
The shrewd proprietor throws his thousands in- 
discriminately into advertising, and the boom 
starts; his profits are several hundred per cent. 
and until the public find out that its claims are 
spurious, it floats magnificently with the tide, but 
it presently runs upon this dangerous snag, and 
goes to pieces in a general ruin. There are, how- 
ever, some old standbye in this line which have 
had a long and uninterrupted success, and it is 
safe to presume that they rely on intrinsic merits.” 
—The Chemist's Fournal. 

















AN INNOVATION TENDING TO ESTABLISH THERA- 
, More SCIENTIFIC BAsts.—THE Hos- 
work 


PEUTICS ON 
PITAL PLAN.—‘‘This 
which has been designated for a name ‘‘The Hos- 
testing 


new line of scientific 
pital Plan,” is designed for the purpose of 
new drugs for the benefit of science. It is to be 
accomplished by treating a sufficient number of 
properly selected cases with the drug by competent 


dis- 





physicians and surgeons in the hospitals and 
Official 


not be 


pensaries of our large cities for report. 


The result of this work 
until at least twenty-five 





will made public 


cases have been treated 


in different hospitals to constitute a fair test for 


each drug, after which full reports will be furnish- 


medical press for publication, whether 


ed to the 


good bad or in lifferent. Reprints of articles in the 


journals in record of this work will be furnished 


members of the profession who may so desire; and 


it is the final purpose of the house to print the 


collection in book form as a donation to scientific 
literature. 

“Science proposes to exhibit what is actually 
known or may be learned by exact observation, 


t 


precise definition, fixed te classified ar- 





minology, 
rangement and rational explanation It is impos- 
sible to satisfy the demands of science under the 


system of exclusive control instituted by trade 
marks, copyrights, and patents, because the tendency 
is to suppress unfavorable rts which might in- 
jure sales, All drugs 
this test free 


‘The management 





7 


therefore, are presented for 


from such unscientific protection. 
of the Hospital Plan we have 
Ph. G., M. 


bespeak the hearty co-operation 


placed in the. hands of F. E. Stewart, 
D., with whom we 
of the press and members of the medical staffs. 
‘‘Thanking the profession and the medical press 
for their promise of cordial 


t support we are 
Your friends, 


PaRKE, Davis & Co.” 


In reading over the above proposed method of 
obtaining more accurate knowledge of the compar- 
ative value of different drugs, we are 
with the fact, 
followed out, cannot fail to be of great 


the profession. 


impressed 
that it is a plan which, if faithfully 


benefit to 


Every intelligent practitioner whose knowledge 
of therapeutics is at ail extensive, is often at a loss 
to select, in prescribing the most efficient remedies, 
from the fact that there are so many drugs in the 
pharmacopceia, at the present time which are sup- 
posed to have the very similar physi- 
ological effects, that the physician suffers from an 
embarrassment of riches. 


same or 


His opinion of the ac- 
tion of drugs is often unsettled by the many con- 
flicting accounts of their comparative efficiency. 

In view of these facts any effort, which has for 
its object the weeding out of the many useless or 
at least less useful remedies at the physician's dis- 
posal, and the acquirement of more certain know- 
ledge of the effects of those pre-eminently useful, 
will we doubt not be cordially received and heartily 
encouraged by medical men. 
knowledge of 


may be 


accurate 
drugs is recognized by all, though 


The necessity for more 
there 
difference of opinion as to the 
taining this result. That the plan is the 
best, we do not claim, but that it will undoubtedly 


best means of at- 
above 
U 


serve as an aid to the establishment of thera- 
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peutics on a more scientific basis the 


reader must concede. 


impartial 


It certainly deserves the consideration of the 
profession and should be followed by other large 
dealers in drugs. 

As a progressive step and one which will result 
in positive benefit to the profession we commend 


? 





Gazette 


it to them.—JZedica! 

SALT WATER IN THE TREATMENT OF SORES AND 
PURULENT COLLECTIONS.—The Paris Medicale pub- 
lishes an interesting paper on this question, which 
concludes as follows:— 


Salt water injected in purulent collections, or 


used in the dressing of sores, exerts a complicated 
action, because of its density, its antiseptic proper- 
nutrition. Its 
forth by 
found in blood 
and arrests 


ties, and its general effect upon 


antiseptic properties have been fully set 


our experiments on the globules 
and Salt is a preserver of meats, 
the progress of decomposition in 


‘chloride of 


pus. 
organic sub- 
According to Cyr, sodium 


stances. 
acting as a solvent for caseine and albumen, con- 
tributes with this last in preventing the deformation 


and dissolution of blood globules.” 


that it 
exhaled by 


iti 
A remarkable property of salt water is, 


removes, the fetor 


We have often 


destroys, hence 
noticed this dis- 
infecting effect, especially in a diffused 
during elimination of 


gangrenous sores. 
case of 
the 


anthrax on the neck, 


eschars: 

Its general effects upon nutrition have been ably 
and Berard. 
mixed with 
one-sixth in 





described by Boussingault, Barbier, 


quantity of salt is 


they 


When a certain 


the food of animals, increase 


weight. 
great 


when deprived 
through avarice, 


Man’s sufferings are very 
of salt. A having, 
deprived his vassals of this condiment, they all ex- 


Russian lord 
perienced gastric troubles; and during the siege of 
Metz, nothing so affected the besieged as when their 
salt rations were discontinued. 

The saline substance is rapidly absorbed in the 
interior of purulent collections and on the surface 
of sores. 

Patients under this mode of treatment react with 
great energy from very abundant suppurations, and 
they show signs of a rapid gain in flesh, and of 
perfect nutrition. 

‘‘Under the influence of salt water, 
gradually 


the face from 
color, the 
thirst is reduced, 
organs resume 


being cadaverous, assumes 
tongue cleanses, appetite returns 
and diarrhoea is checked. All the 
their normal functions.” 

Salt water, as a dressing for sores, 
been successful with us either 
hasten cicatrization, or used for atonic sores on bones, 
has also 


has always 
when applied to 
or during the elimination of eschars. It 
been of service in affections of the bones having 
When injectea, 
pus within the 
structure of bones; f lint saturated 
with it have soon started granulations, and hasten- 
ed the formation of cicatricial -—.ed. and 


Surg. Report 


required scooping out or resections. 
it prevents the decomposition of 
and pledgets o 


tissues.- 
TREATMENT OF PNEUMONIA.—A recent article, 


‘‘Treatment of Pneumonia,” W. C. Wile, M. D., 
(Medical and Surgical Reporter, March 26th, current 
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volume, pages 360 and 361) has induced me to 
write and to offer an expostulation against not only 
an indiscriminate use of the lancet in the treat- 
ment of said disease, but also against this thing 
of blindly following the teachings of a friend or 
favorite, even against the teachings of the leading 
minds of our day. Now, Dr. Wile, because Dr. 
Corson gave such valuable advice concerning ice 
in the treatment of the eruptive diseases, measles 
and scarlatina, and also advocates bleeding in 
whether 
bleeding is indicated or not, but plunges the lancet 


pneumonia, does not stop to consider 


into the arms, or elsewhere, of all persons afflicted 
with a certain lung trouble that he (Dr. Wile) pro- 
nounces to be pneumonia. He cites five cases, 
three of which were under thirty years of age, one 
seventy-three, and the other eighty-two years of 
age. His cases of pneumonia, before Dr. Corson’s 
articles were published, were very fatal, indeed, 
so much so, that he had a dread of treating it. 
Now he had Corson’s articles to draw from, and 
of the five cases mentioned, two were in their shops 
at work in one week, while with the other three 


the disease ‘tran a mild course and make a rapid 
recovery.” Do these writers put themselves on 
record as advocating such a _ procedure without 
thinking of what the result may be among a cer- 
tain class of beginners who must have others think, 
to a greater or less extent, for them? Are the 
finger—posts our fathers erected for our guidance 
lost, or do we not yet possess a sufficient “number 
to conduct us safely through? Must we neglect en- 
" 


tirely the exhausted condition of a certain class of 


our patients, and bleed them anyhow? God forbid, 
for if we do I certainly feel that we will cut short 
the disease, but we will also cut short life with it. 
When bleeding is indicated, what practitioner will 
refuse to resort to the lancet? When it is unsafe, 
better to 
than to endanger life by using it 
Because relieve pain, must we 
give it to every 
whether there is an idiosyncrasy or not? 


would it not be never touch one, 
too freely? 
opium will 
patient suffering from pain, 
Because 
anchor in malaria, must we 


resort to it in twenty grain doses in every case of 


quinine is our sheet 


malarial fever we may encounter? Dr. Corson 


claims too much, ard by sowing the seeds he is 


¢ 


sowing, lives he does not dream of. 





Because he, an ol! hand at the helm, can guide 
the boat safely over the treacherous breakers of 


disease by resorting 


to a practice great minds pro- 
nounce dangerous, is it a reason for him to teach 


doctors,’ all over these broad 





inexperienced young 
States, to bleed old and young, weak and strong, 
indiscriminately, whenever said doctor may imagine 
a patient has pneumonitis? 

With all due deference to the age and experience 
of Doctor Corson, and with a kindly feeling to 
Doctor Wile, I must, nevertheless, enter my weak 
protest against the revival of a practice at once 
dangerous and hurtful in all its tendencies. 

I could quote authers of the age of blood letting, 
who invariably advised care in certain cases, but I 
will not lengthen what I have written by doing so. 
—J. E. 


Reporter. 


Stinson, M. D., in Aedical and Surzical 


THE TREATMENT OF VOMITING IN PHTHISIS.— 
Dr. Ferrand describes three varieties of emesis in 


| 
| 


| 
} 
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phthisis: 1. The mechanical vomiting resulting from 
stimulation of the respiratory nerves, which is 
often accompanied by a certain amount of pharyn- 
geal or gastric irritation. 2. Gastric vomiting in the 
strict sense of the term. 3. Central or bulbar vom. 
iting. These forms differ not only in the mechan- 
ism of their causation, but also in the time of 
the ejected 
materials, and in various other ways: 1. 


their appearance, in the nature of 
Mechan- 
ical vomiting, correctly 
termed direct, occurs at the commencement of the 
disease, and is provoked by a full stomach. The 
first indication is to allay the cough by means of 


which may be more 


gargles, or in severe cases, by the administration 


of more active remedies, as the decoction of 


poppy-heads, borax, or sodium _ bicarbonate, If 
there be well marked symptoms of ulceration, 
tannin, alum, decoction of walnut-leaves, oak-bark, 
»f iodine, 


and if these fail, tincture nitrate of sil- 
ver, or even ammonia, may be employed with 
advantage. In many cases narcotics, anesthetics, 
Gastric 
vomiting is verv frequent in the middle period of 
phthisis; the materials vomited do not consist, as 
in the previous case, of unaltered food, but of sub- 


and antispasmodics will be of service. 2. 


stances more or less changed by the digestive 
processes. This form of vomiting is subdivided 
into vomiting due (a) to apepsia, occurring through- 
out the disease, and due to a deficiency of the 
gastric secretions. The treatment consists in the 
use of digestive tonics, if need be of emetics, or 
better still, of such local sedatives as_ chloral, 
pepsin and diastase being 
(4) Hyperemic vomiting sets 





chloroform, and ether 
also of great service. 
in toward the close of the illness, during the 
cachectic state. It may be combated by magnesia 
and charcoal, by astringent powders, or by the 
powder of crude opium. (c) Vomiting due to a 
kind of spasmodic gastralgia, is met by narcotics, 
anesthetics, and the various anti-spasmodics, more 
especially valerian. (2) Vomiting, the result of 
special irritation of the stomach, such as may be 
caused by tubercular deposits in that organ. In 
these cases the diet must be carefully regulated, 
alkalies and iodide of potassium in small doses, 
being at the same time prescribed. Bulbar vomit- 
ing generally occurs at an advanced stage of the 
disease, and is symptomatic of cerebral irritation, 
and more especially of bulbar irritation, due to 
vomit 


exudation. The ccnsists_ of 


The remedies for this are numer- 


meningeal 
mucus and bile. 
ous, chloral being placed in the front rank, as it 
is even able to neutralize the action of apomor 
phia. Chloroform, since it serves as a sedative 
to the brain, while it acts as a slight stimulant to 
the stomach, will thus be doubly useful in these 
cases. Opium and morphia act in a similar man- 
ner, as does the bromide of potassium, given with 
the meals in doses of one to two grains. Elec- 
various forms, and the inhalation 
A few drops of nitrite 


tricity in its 
of oxygen may be tried. 
of amyl will probably be efficacious when it is in 
haled, as it possesses the power of reducing the 
anemic state of these organs.—/e Concours Méd- 


Pry | evnrtsteneer 
ical; Practitioner. 


THE SNAKE-STONES OF CEYLON.—The following 
notes are taken principally from Sir Emerson Ten- 
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nent’s work on Ceylon, partly also from Wood's 
‘‘ Natural History.” 

The use of the Pamboo-kalloo, 
as a remedy in wounds by venomous 
serpents, has probably been communicated to the 
who 


or snake-stone, 


cases of 
snake-charmers 
of 


by the itinerant 


Island from 


Cinghales 


to the the coast Coroman- 


resort 
del ; and 
stance of its successful application has been told 


more than one well authenticated in- 


to Sir E. Tennent by eye-witnesses. 
On one occasion, in March, 1854, some civil 
officers of the government were riding along a 


jungle path in the vicinity Bientenne, when they 
saw of Tamils, 
them, suddenly dart into the 
both hands a cobra de capello, which 
He 
place it in 


one two who were appreaching 


forest and return, 


holding in 


he had seized by the head and tail. called 


to his companion for assistance to 


the covered basket, but in doing this he handled 
it so inexpertly, that it seized him by the finger, 
few seconds, as if 
The 
and to 

immediately ; but, with all expedition, the friend 


waistcloth took 


hold for a 
its 


appeared 


retained its 
to 


intense 


and 


j 


unable retract fangs. blood flowed 


pain follow almost 


sufferer undid his and 


it two 


of the 
from 
small 


of size of a 


highly 


snake-stones, each the 


almond, black, and 
though 
These 
by the 
attached 
oozing fiom the bites 
the of They 
adhered tenaciously for three or four minutes, the 


intensely 
of 
he applied, one 
of 
themselves 


an extremely light sub- 
to 

serpent. The 
the blood 


rapidly imbibed by 


polished, 


stance. each wound 


inflicted teeth the 


stones closely, 


being 


porus texture the article applied. 


wounded man’s companion in the meanwhile 
rubbing his arm downward from _ the shoulder 
toward the fingers. At length the snake-stoneg 
dropped off of their own accord, the suffering 


of the man appeared to have subsided, he twisted 
his finger until the joints cracked (whether as part 
of the cure or in bravado Tennent does not say), 
and went on his way without concern. 

Prof. 
of 


charred bone, and in all probability to have been 


One of these stones sent for analysis to 


Faraday, who pronounced it to be made 


filled with blood and again charred. Evidence of 


this is afforded, as well by the apertures of the 
cells and breaks under pressure, and exhibits an 
organic structure within. 

Another light has been thrown on the subject 


by Mr. R. W. 
snake-stone 


H 


use in 


Hardy, who states that the 
that it 
formed by cutting a piece of stag’s horn into the 


is in Mexico, and is 





proper shape, rapping it lightly in grass or hay, 
folding it in sheet copper so as to exclude the 
air, and calcining it in a charcoal fire. 

CapsuLes.—The invention of the capsule may 
be regarded as one of the triumphs of modern 
pharmacy. 

[he old-fashioned naked pill, with its irregular 
contour and its nauseous taste, which not infre- 


quently excited in the pharynx an inverted deglu- 
tition, has become almost, if not quite, a thing of 
the past. 


The capsule has manifest advantages over the 
pill, such as, ease in swallowing, readiness of solu- 
tion, together with the protection it affords the 
medicine against atmospheric influences, thus in 


| 
| 








suring that it shall arrive in the stomach in the 
best condition for assimilation; and these facts be- 
by the physician, the term 


‘Ft. pilule” at the close of a prescription not 


ing well understood 
is 
now very often seen. 

A capsule to meet the above requirements should 
consist entirely, if not wholly, of pure 
gelatin, which, on entering the stomach, appropri- 
ates water of composition, and, becoming a jelly, 


almost 


will readily dissolve and set the contained medicine 


free. 
But the increased demand for capsules, together 
with a desire to furnish them at a low price, has 


tempted some mannufacturers to use glue and var 
ious other cheap and impure compounds in their 
manufacture. 

Capsules made of these substances are some- 
times so slow of solution as to seriously delay the 
action of the medicine, or, worse still, resisting the 
fluids of the alimentary tract to the end, pass out 
like bullets, unchanged. 

Before ordering them for a patient the physician 
should test a given specimen of capsules by hold- 
until it dissolves. If its 
solution is rapid, and no unpleasant flavor is per 
ceived, it may be safely used; but if it tarries long 
upon the tongue, or imparts to the taste a savor 
of the hide-store or the sour-paste pot, it should 
not, under any circumstances, be given to a sick 


ing one in his mouth 


person. 

They are made of seven different sizes for the 
mouth and three for the rectum. The latter are 
conical at one end, and present a form which may 
be 
by this organ without discomfort.—Canada Medical 
R ra. 


easily introduced into the rectum, and retained 


FuMING INHALATIONS IN ASTHMA.—In an anno- 
tation in the Journal for April 23rd, reference is 
made, in general terms, to the composition of 


‘‘the many preparations which evolve fumes when 


been recommended as _ pailia- 


burnt,” which have 
tives in asthma; one of these, evidently a proprietary 
in the 


medicine, has been referred to 


daily press as having given relief to the late Earl 


recentl y 


of Beaconsfield. Some years ago, a very intelli- 
gent gentleman, who had long suffered from par- 
oxysms, almost nightly, of bronchial asthma, 


consulted me, and informed me that he had seen 
many doctors and tried many remedies, but that 
nothing relieved him like the inhalation of the 
fumes of an which could 
only be obtained at a particular place in London. 


‘‘anti-asthmatic powder,” 
Shortly afterwards, another patient, suffering simi- 
larly, told me he had tried many things, but that 
nothing eased him like the smoke from a powder 
he was accustomed to burn; he had come a long 
had some of the powder in his 
pocket, as he did not feel safe without it. On 
comparing the two powders, which different 
names, I thought they appeared identical. One of 
them was analyzed for me by Messrs. Southall, 
with the result of furnishing the following formula, 
which I have prescribed with frequent success 
R. Potasse nitrat., =ss; pulv. anisi fructus, 3 ss; 
pulv. stramonii folior., 3j. M. <A thimbleful of 
the powder, placed on a plate, is pinched into a 
conical shape,.and lighted at the top. It burns 


distance, and 


bore 


like a pastile, and is held near the patient, who 


weg: 


as 


Sav aos a = Se 
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inhales the fumes.—Yames Sawyer, M. D. Lond, 


M. R. C. P. in The British Medical Fournal. 


Tue TREATMENT OF PNEUMONIC FEVER (ACUTI 
LoBAR PNEUMONIA) BY THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 
Wet SHeEetT.—Prof, Flint (Gaillard’s Medical Jour- 
nal, March, 1881), in a clinical ‘ecture on this sub- 
ject, that the 
this country, and, being desirous of investigating 


says treatment is as yet novel in 


it, he selected for experiment cases of pneumonic 
fever where the disease was in an early stage, the 
patients apparently robust, the pyrexia considerable 


or high, and no complications existing. The 
directions were to employ the wet sheet whenever 
the axillary temperature exceeded 103° Fahr. The 


patient was saturated with 
water at a temperarure of about 80 Fahr., the bed 
being protected by india-rubber 


Sprinkling with water of about, the same tempera- 


wrapped in a sheet 


an covering. 
ture was repeated every fifteen or twenty minutes. 
If the 
covered 


patient chilliness, he 
with a light woolen blanket, which 
removed when the chilly sensation had disappeared. 
In none of the 


complained of was 


was 


cases was the blanket used much 
of the time while the patient was wrapped in the 
wet sheet. The patient remained in the sheet 


until the temperature in the mouth fell to 102° or 
lower, being 
other symptoms. 


care taken ;to watch the pulse and 
When the temperature was re- 
duced, the wet sheet and resumed 
if the temperature again exceeded 103° Fahr. 

Prof. Flint’s drawn from the four 
cases, full notes of which he gives, indicate that 
in his opinion the treatment is 
hurtful, but the history of these 
probable the inference that the 
trolled and brought speedily to a favorable termina- 
by the treatment.—Jedical Times. 


was removed, 


conclusions, 


not only not 
cases renders 
disease 


was con- 


TH! 
Hayem 


THERAPEUTIC ACTION Of 


has 


OXYGEN.—M. G. 
communicated to the 
Sciences a fresh series of researches 
ence of 


Academie des 
on the influ- 
When forty to 
ninety litres a day are inhaled in two doses, mixed 
with an indefinite quantity of ordinary air, the 
functions of nutrition are energetically stimulated, 
the appetite is quickened, the temperature is 
slightly raised, the circulation accelerated, and the 
weight of the body is increased. The formation of 
hematoblasts and of red corpuscles is greatly in- 
creased, and the amount of hemoglobin contained 
in the latter is augmented 5 or 10 percent. These 
effects are, however, transient; when the inhalation 
is suspended the blood resumes its previous com- 
position. In chlorosis this influence is very useful. 
Appetite returns, vomiting ceases, and the weight 
of the body is increased, and the amount of urea 


inhalations of oxygen. 


excreted is also larger. The number of red cor- 
puscles becomes greater, but their value is un- 


changed, and may even be lessened. . At the end 
of two or three months, in spite of the improve- 
ment in the general state, the condition of the 
blood presents little alteration, and the beneficial 
results are soon lost when the treatment is discon- 
tinued. Nevertheless, the inhalations of oxygen are 
regarded as a useful adjunct to treatment. Vomit- 
ing, from whatever cause, is influenced in a re- 
markable manner, being usually suspended by one 


or two inhalations. This result has been obtained 


| 
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in dyspepsia, in pregnancy, and anemia. In can- 
cer of the stomach and in phthisis the vomiting 
was merely rendered less frequent.—Zancet, 





THERAPEUTICS OF HEADACHE.—Massini (Deutsche 
Med. Wochens., 1881, p. 101; from Correspondenz- 
Blatt f. Schweitz. Arzt.) recommends bromide of 
potassium, particularly in uremic headache, 
Ergotin is useful is paralytic conditions, nitrite of 
Then follow quinine, caffein; but 
all these medicines fail sooner or later, 


amyl in spasm. 
and then 
recourse is had to narcotics. There is always fear, 


however, of morphiomania. Recently, croton 
chloral, in dosen of five to eight grains every three 
hours until thirty grains have been taken, has been 
recommended in uremic headache. Monobromide 
of camphor in gelatin capsules in doses of three- 
fourths of a grain to six grains (in gastralgic forms), 
is also of use. Aconitia (the English preparation) 
is highly recom- 
suggests that the 
effect of these remedies may be increased by the 


in doses of 1-60 to I-30 grain 


mended by Massini, who also 
external employment of ointments of aconitia and 
opium. Tincture of gelseminum in thirty to sixty 
fifth 

Massini’s opinion, an excellent remedy. 


drop doses in neuralgia of the pair is, in 


[He fails 


to add the caution that this remedy may cause 
unexpected toxic results, and is altogether very 
much to be avoided by the inexperienced. The 


weapon may be launched against the disease, but 
may easily 
— Med. 


miss that and hit the patient.—Ep.] 
Time 


MALIGNANT PusTuLI 
INJECTIONS OF CARBOLIC 
the 


SUCCESSFULLY TREATED BY 
Acip.—At a recent meet- 
de Medecine (Le Progrés 
Médical 1881, p. 143) Dr. Trélat told of a woman 
of 25, who had been stung by a fly, and who pre- 
sented very grave symptoms when admitted to the 
hospital. 


ing of Académie 


Extreme anxiety, sighing respiration, in- 
tense fever, and weakness were present. Over the 
upper third of the sterno-mastoid was a _ character- 
istic elevation with a black centre, surrounded by 
a peripheral zone, on which were seated vesicles, 
Beyond this the skin was read and tumefied, the 
color spreading 
bosom. 


the neck and even to the 
The diagnosis of malignant pustule being 
beyond question, Dr. Trelat made a deep incision 
through the slough and applied Vienna paste, after 
which he made four injections of twenty-per-cent. 
carbolic acid in the vesicular zone. The next day 
there was some improvement: the number of injec- 
tions was increased to ten, and the improvement 
continued; the injections were then reduced by two 
daily, carbolic acid being given internally. Eight 
days later all the alarming symptoms had disap- 
peared and the patient was practically well.—J/ed. 
Times. 


over 


PAPAINE FOR TAPE-worM.—If a 
teenia be placed in a solution of pepsine in a glass, 
it is entirely dissolved—digested in a few hours. 
Guided by this fact, M.. Bouchut says in Lyon 
Médical that he treated a child with pepsine, who 
had, under treatment with pumpkin seed, passed a 
piece of tape-worm about eighteen inches in length 
and very broad. The given was about 45 
grains per diem, for five days. The child exper- 
ienced no harm and showed no special symptoms. 


PEPSINE OR 


dose 























Then he was given 40 centigrammes (about seven 
grains) of sulphate of pelletierine with castor oil, 
which was followed by the expulsion of no section 
of tenia. The author adds that this question 
should be investigated anew. 

Since then, the same author has again employed, 
not animal pepsine, but that derived from veget- 
ables—papaine—which is much more active, and 
claims to have relieved several children by its use. 
One child passed of 
inches in length, softened, yellowish, withered and 


fragments tape-worm ten 


t 


partially digested. 


These cases, added to those observed in the 
colonies, where the juice of the carica papaya is 
employed successfully against worms, prove that 
this new substance may well be used, in future, 
against verminous affections. 

Curonic INTERMITTENTS.—The continuance of 


most the 


frequently 
The hypertrophy 


a chronic intermittent is 


result of splenic hypertrophy. 


at first was a secondary matter, but when well 
established it becomes the primary cause. This, 
I am satisfied, is a fact, and so long as the 
hypertrophy exists, so long will there be a re- 
turn of the paroxysms. Quinine, iron, strych- 
nine, arsenic, picrate of ammonia, etc., are given 


and combined in conceivable 
the 


sixteenth or twenty-second day for months, until 


separately every 


manner, yet paroxysms appear every eighth, 


the patient becomes bloodless and reduced 


the 


to a 


mere skeleton; abdomen distended by the 
enlarge spleen and from dropsical infiltration, etc. 
What is to 


the splenic 


necessary in these cases is remove 
hypertrophy which is positively the 
with the malarial 
a malarial district. 
and when the pro 


fession has whiled away time enough in 


exciting cause in combination 
effects, if the patient 


‘*There is a balm in Gilead,”’ 


lives in 


sporting 
intermittents 
will 


with chronic dependent 
have to 


means 


upon an 
come under- 
to that 
We have one remedy 
this charac- 
ter, if fairly tried and properly administered. The 
grindela cured over 
seventy cases in the four years, and I have 
yet to see the case it will not cure if properly 
given. That it might sometimes fail would not be 
strange, as all will sometimes fail ; but 
failure with this in my hands has never occurred 
for this purpose. My last case is that of a child 
eighteen months old; the spleen being four times 
the natural had existed seven 

when I treatment. I gave fluid 
extract squarrosa (P., D. & Co’s) 
3 iij ; syr., acacia; aqua dist. 447ij. M. S., tea- 
spoonful four times daily. In three weeks’ time 
the enlarged spleen was reduced to its normal size, 
and the child making blood rapidly, and well nigh 
recovered. 


enlarged spleen, it an 
standing of the matter, and resort 
will speedily remove it. 
that will cure, I believe, any case of 

have 


drug is squarrosa. | 


past 


remedies 


size, and months 
commenced 


grindelia 





For adults, break up the paroxysms 
with large doses of quinine, say ten to fifteen 
grain doses once daily for one, two or three days, 
as may be necessary, then give the following 
relieve the hypertrophy and arrest a return: 


to 


BR Fl. ext. grindelize sqr., = jss. 
Syr. acacia, = ijss. 


M. 


Sig.—Teaspoonful four or five times daily. 
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R Tr. ferri chlor. 
Syr. sump, 3 iij. 


3}. 


M. 
One 
meals. 
to 
mal 


Sig.—One teaspoonful four times daily. 
may be given before, and the other after 
This should be continued for from three 
weeks, or until the spleen resumes its nor- 
Bundy in Zhe California 


ten 
size.—Dr. J. H. 
Medical Fournal. 

PsyLLium SEED IN CONSTIPATION. —Dr. Gueneau 
Mussy, in a French paper quoted by the Med. 
and Surg. 


de 


Reporter, proposes psyllium seed, be- 
mustard the of which is 
flaxseed in the natural state. 

Psyliium is a of commonly 
of of its 
seeds, which are quite small, and very mucilagin- 


sides white seed, use 


excellent, or 
species plantain, 


called fleawort, because the appearance 


ous. A table-spoonful in half a glass of water is 
He says that with a number 
this method has proven as successful as 


taken before dinner. 
of persons 
with the Spanish lady from whom he obtained it. 
In other cases, however, he was obliged to alter- 
nate with more powerful laxatives, such as aloes 
keep up effects. It is 
probable that psy'lium seed, like others of its kind, 


or rhubarb, so as to the 


is not persistent in its effects, although in a num- 
ber of cases it seems to have been so.— 7‘%e Drug- 
is?s Circular and Chemical Gazette 


THI 


—Phosphorus in toxic doses, 


PHOSPHORUS ON METABOLISM, 


has been found by 


INFLUENCE 


oO} 


Frinkel and Réhmann to cause in fowls a great 
increase of metabolism. The phosphorus was given 
in bread pills, by the stomach, fasting, and the 


excrements were carefully collected and analysed. 
In each of three investigations a considerable in- 


crease in the amount of material excreted was 
found to occur. “he amount of nitrogen was 


nearly trebled, and that of uric acid was doubled, 
and the uric acid was increased not only absolutely, 
the other constituents. 
of uric acid the experi- 


but also in proportion to 
In this relative 
menters see an analogy to the formation of leucin 
tyrosin the The phosphorus 
caused also an extreme diminution in the number 
of red corpuscles in the blood, which fell, in one 


increase 


and in mammalia. 


case, to a sixth of the original number.—Zancet. 





SUCCESSFUL USI NITRITI AMYL 
Wuooptnc-CouGu.—Dr. R. C. Bowels writes to 
the Virginia Medical Monthly (March, 1881) giving 
a brief account of a very severe case in a female 


OF} Oo} IN 


infant of four months, in which the paroxysmal 
stage was unusually severe, threatening death by 
asphyxia at each attack. The lower jaw was 
clinched as in tetanus, there were violent but 


ineffectual efforts at respiration, the face black and 
turgid, the brain flooded with carbonized blood, 
the sphincters relaxed, involuntary discharges, and 
the child to all appearances lifeless. But a prompt 
the usual means of artificial respiration 
revived it, when it continued tolerably well until 
the next paroxysms, to follw the same course. 
This continued for several 
hausted the list of 


resort to 


and, having ex- 
antispasmodics without relief, 
Dr. Bowels commenced the use of the inhalation 
of of amyl, with perfect relief of 
all the symptoms. By the eight day of using the 


days, 


the nitrite 


with good doses of cinchona alkaloid, the 


nitrite, 
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Without the nitrite, he is 
Times. 


child was convalescent. 
satisfied, it would have died.—A/edica/ 





SULPHATE OF Copper IN NEURALGIA.—It is stated 
in the-‘‘Concours Medical” that M. Féréol has met 
with additional success in his medication by the 
aid of sulphate of copper. He has somewhat 
modified his formula; no longer uses the liquid 
form, but gives the salt in the shape of a powder 
associated with subnitrate of bismuth, thus:— 
Ammoniacal sulphate of copper, 

2 centigrams 


= grs. 0.30) 
Subnitrate of bismuth, 25 centigrams (= grs. 3.75) 
For one powder; make Io similar powders. 

Five of these powders are to be taken daily; two 
dissolved in a little water during each of the prin- 
cipal meals, and the fifth between meals, along with 
a cup of milk. 

The advantage of this method is that the pa- 
tient experiences less disgust, and is spared froma 
saburral condition of the mouth and a persistent, 





disagreeable copper taste.—J/edical and Surgic 


Reporter. 


BAcKACHE.—Mr. Wm. 
British Medical Journal (vol. i. p. 229), says that 


Squan, writing to the 
many weak-looking girls owe the pain in the back 
which they complain of as being worse in the 
morning to sagging of the bed. He suggests a 
pillow under the spine.—J/ed. Zimes. 





New Remedies. 


PILOCARPUS PINNATIFOLIUM (JABORANDI.)—It is 
not our intention to describe in language more 
fanciful that real, or to claim for the drug, the 
name of which heads this article, virtues and pow- 
ers that have no basis in fact, observation or ex- 
perience. Too many remedies have already come 
before the profession with high sounding names, 
their introducers claiming for them, in trumpet 
tones, wonderful and magical powers; commanding 
for a brief period popular applause and commenda- 
This, 
however, should not be charged to the remedy, but 


tion and then passing into merited oblivion. 


to the writer, who is often an enthusiast or novice 
in this field of literature. Human nature is the 
same the world over, and men now, as in times 
past, are too willing to discard the true and tried 
friends of a former day that their places may be 
occupied by new comers and their praises sung by 
some tyro of the healing art, who, from mercenary 
motives or a prurient desire for notoriety, becomes 
the ready tool of the medicine vendor. The materia 
medica of to-day is full of worthless remedies and 
the debris of the blasted hopes, expectations and 
promises created by such pufferies, until one’s head 
and heart grow weary and sick at the recital of 
the various specifics and ‘‘cure alls” that would be 
far more appropriate in some book of fairy tales 
than in a rational and scientific compend of medi- 
cine. But the science and art of medicine are 
growing apace, and it behooves every member of 


the profession to keep step to the rapid advances 
being made and to faithfully reveal every fact and 
observation that bring to light the therapeutical 
and physiological action of remedies. 
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Jaborandi, or _ its 
although 
come unheralded, as it has already 


active principle, pilocarpin, 
of comparatively recent date, does not 
received suf. 
ficient endorsement from recognized auhority as to 
its efficacy as a remedial agent to lay claim to the 
honest inquirer’s attention for a brief notice at this 
time. The shrub from which it is derived is a 
duced in Paris 
Dr. Continho, of Pernambuco. He claimed for it 


native of Brazil, and was first intr 


then, sialagogue and diaphoretic powers, and the 
few years that have elapsed since that time have 
amply confirmed his views. It has been described 
by Professors Baillen and Engler, and again in- 
vestigated by E. M. Holmes. ‘‘A small quantity 
of a volatile oil was found by Byasson in the 
Continho, and an al 





<aloid 
for which he suggested the name jaborandin” (Am, 
Dis.). In May of the same year, A. W. 
‘reported an alkaloid and named it pilocarpin, a 


specimen sent by Dr. 





Gerrard 
name previously suggested by E. M. Holmes, in 
anticipation of an alkaloid from the plant,” (Sup. 
Am. Dis., p. 123). It has a hot and pungent taste 
when swallowed, and in about ten minutes after 
administration, ‘‘the face, eyes, ears and neck be- 
come deeply flushed,” almost at the same time 
perspiration begins, together with an abundant flow 
of saliva. The nasal and bronchial mucous mem- 
brane secretes freely, the tears flow profusely, and 
occasionally the whole mucous surface, from the 
mouth to the anus, secretes with more than func- 
tional activity. This state of things may continue 
from two to four hours, as was verified by a case 
in my own practice recently. Given in a diminish- 
ed dose, the salivation may become profuse, but 
perspiration fail to follow. ‘‘Langey shows that a 
profuse salivation of the sub-maxillary occurs, even 
after section of the chorda-tympani nerve, and the 
sympathetic supplying the gland” (Ringer). The 
pulse increases in frequency and continues so for 
several hours after the administration of the remedy, 
and is due evidently to the increased action of the 
heart by reason of the low blood pressure, or 


diminution of the arterial tension. 


‘Robin contends that a transient rise of tem- 
perature precedes the fall, while Ringer and Riegel 
deny the occurrence of the observation,” (Bartho- 
low). My own experience is, that the temperature 
varies with the dose given, and that no perceivable 
change in temperature either preceding or following 
the administration is noticeable if the dose is not 
large to produce its peculiar physi- 
Bartholow states that the effects of 


sufficiently 
ological effect. 
the drug in children are much less for corresponding 
doses than in adults as respects the flushing, the 
salivation, the sweating and the temperature. An 
antagonism has been shown to exist between this 
drug and belladonna, the former contracts and ar- 
rests the action of the heart in diastole, while the 
latter can restore its normal state, and this fact 
lead Mr. Langey to conclude that ‘‘jaborandi slows 
and arrests the heart by stimulating the same ner- 
vous apparatus that atropia paralyses, and so 
quickens the heart, namely, the intra-cranial inhibit- 
ing apparatus,” (Ringer). The remedy is depress- 
ing, producing, at times, vertigo, great nausea and 
distress, and should be interdicted in all valvular 
cardiac troubles, or cautiously and carefully pre- 


scribed. It frequently produces slight narcosis and 

















occasions, sometimes, hyperzsthesia of the scalp 
and vesical irritation. 
Ringer adds his testimony in favor of its in- 


creasing the mammary secretion, and his statement 


and observation are corroborated by the experience 


of Dr. Bartholow. Its action on the glandular 
system is evidently due to its effect on the 


‘end 


organs of the excito-secretory nerves,” and_ its 


general action to its paralysis of the vaso-motor 
system; but M. Gubler ‘‘states that in addition a 
| irritating action upon the sudoriparous and 


special 


r 


salivary glands, end upon the renal glomeruli, 
stimulating their functional activity. 


Like all new remedies, its therapeutical value and 


application have taken wide range, being recom- 


mended in asthma, bronchitis, dropsy, urzemia, sub- 


acute rheumatism and various cutaneous diseases. 


Lavcock has tried the remedy with good effect in 








polydipsia or diabetes insipidus. My friend and 
colleague, Professor Wm. B. Hazard, M. D., has 
had very decided and beneficial results from its use 
in convulsions of children, as well as in a case of 





that 


a short time since he was summoned to see the last 


epilepsy of thirty years’ standing. He states 


mentioned case, when he found his patient in pro 
found coma which was of four days’ duration. Ex- 
amined his urine, but found nothing abnormal in 
it save an unusual quantity of urates; patient had 
spit up a dark grumous sputa, offensive in smell, 
indicating gangrene of lung. He resolved to test, 


immediately, the efficacy of jaborandi, and did so 
in whisky per rectum, and in a short time he had 
the satisfaction of seeing his patient restored to 
consciousness, and a further recurrence of the 


epileptic paroxysm was prevented for the period of 
sixteen days. the New 
York Medical Record, reports six cases of malarial 
intermittent The 


being 


Dr. Gaspar Griswold, in 


treated | 
that 


fever 1y pilocarpin. 


“EF 


at the time when 


Doctor’s testimony is ich patient 


carefully watched his 
] 


due, and 


paLoxysm 


was two or three minutes after the chill 


had fairly begun, gr. 1-5 of the muriate of pilocar- 
pin was administered hypodermically.”’ The results 
; 


were highly satisfactory; in all 





but one case the 


chill stopped within two or three minutes, aborting 
the paroxysms, terminating in the sweating without 


the hot stage occurring. In the remaining case, he 
adds, ‘‘the patient was a very large man, and the 
dose administered did not produce marked dia- 


phoresis; the chill was not interrupted, alth ugh its 
severity was diminished and the pains in back and 
The hot but 


ge occurred, 
was shorter and not so intense, the patient recover- 


loins disappeared. sta 


ing without having another chill.’ 

My own experience with the remedy, while not 
very extensive, long duration, 
In 


of trigeminal 





varied, or of lor has 





been, nevertheless, quite satisfactory. 
Stinate 


an ob- 


and rather protracted case 


neuralgia with daily recurrence of be- 
tween twelve and one-half and one o'clock p. m. 


paroxysms 


of great severity for several hours, -until relieved 


by morphie sulph. in gr. to 1%, doses, I be- 
came discouraged after repeated failures with 


quinine, morphia, gelsemium, and the whole list of 
anti-neuralgics, and resolved, at the suggestion of 
Prof. Hazard, to try the fluid extract of jaborand1. 
I began its administration in the dose of one half 
drachm of Parke, Davis & Co.’s 


Aluid 


extract, 


Periscopie Department. 








of the 


tiventy minutes before the expected return 
paroxysm. In ten minutes from the time 
administration its peculiar effects were noticeable 


of its 
and a profuse ptyalism began, without diaphoresis, 
modifying and 
The 


day I concluded to do away with dr 


however, with the result of greatly 
following 
of every 


al hour as on previous 


that day. 


diminishing the on 


pain 





when at the us 


descriptic yn, 
| former 


I 


pre- 


days the paroxysm returned with all of its 
When I 


temperature 





began giving the remec 
g : 
under the 


administration, 


severity. 





measured the tongue 
dis- 


On 


ceding and following its and 
covered no perceivable change from normal. 
the third day I again used the remedy, only at this 

g j 


time in a teaspoonful dose preceding the paroxysm 


r 


and 


its recurrence entirely, 
On the fourth 
of 


paroxysm 


as before, prevented 
causing great nausea and diaphoresis. 
the 


with no return of 


dose the first 


day the drug was given in 
4 drachm, from 


his, 


day, 
that day to t 


about ten days having elapsed. 


The temperature fell from 1 to 2 F. on the day 
that the teaspoonful dose was given, when free 
sweating occurred but failed to do so when the 


dose was again diminished on the third day. The 
remedy proved amply suilicient in two drachms, 
given at three different times, to accomplish a cure, 
what I had been vainly endeavoring to do for days 


and days before with quinine, morphine, and a 
host of other remedies, aided by embrocations and 
hot fomentations. In reference to the dose, from 
one to two drachms are required when given by 
the mouth, but for hypodermic medication, the 
pilocarpin muriate in distilled water, from gr. % 


In cases where quinine 


to 1-6 is the better form. 

is contraindicated by reason of a peculiar idio- 
syncrasy, I would have no hesitancy in recom- 
meding pilocarpin in the dose above mentioned. 
Thus another link in the chain of evidence estab- 


lishizg the remedial powers of this highly valuable 


drug has been added, and we trust to have future 


delight and joy of many who may be thus afhicted, 


well as to the gratification of the patient and 


as 


busv practitioner searching after panaceas for this 
r g 





troublesome malady.—Dr. Robt. M. King, in S¢, 


a Ad 


J "7 Pa 
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Nores ON ReEcENT REMEDIES.*—Most of us will 
agree that the administration of remedies is the 


weakest and least advanced division of that aggreg- 


ate of sciences and arts which is connoted by the 


phrase ‘‘the principles and practice of medicine. 
But the experience of the past justifies the ex- 
pectation that therapeutics will continue to advance 
both in range and in precision. Speaking in the 


Branch just twelve months ago, I said one of the 


several lines of this advance rested in the compar- 
competent 


ison of the therapeutic experiences of 


observers engaged in the treatment of patients. I 
of our 


underrate the value of much 


the exhibition of in- 


hope I do not 
our medical societies, 


of what are called 


work in 


struments, “specimens,” and of 


living persons who have succeeded in living minus 
much of their persons; a sweet monotony varied 
occasional 


but 


by the invigorating acridities of an 


ethical medico-political 
might enjoy all these blessings as we ought, and 


or controversy, we 








*A paper read before the Birmingham and Midland Counties’ 
Branch of the British Medical Association, October, 1880. 








Sea Saaee 


mess 


ih 
ie 


= 


ES SRS I TET 


| RCTS 


- 


do much to advance therapeutic experiences. We 
are most of us busy men, engaged in the daily 
treatment of common and ordinary diseases; if we 
told each other a little oftener what we do for our 
patients, and what is our judgement about any new 
drugs we may have tried, we should learn much 
from each other that would help us in our daily 
conflict with disease, or, in the language of modern 
metaphysics, in our daily contact with patients. 
With this view I thought I 
subject of last October and string 


would continue my 
together a 
some drugs I have been using 


few notes about 


lately. 


In the British Medical Journal for Oct. 11, 1879, 
there is a short annotation to this effect: ‘*Fuchsine 
or Chlorhydrate of Rosaniline in Chronic Aibum- 
inuria complicated with Anasarca. Dr. Bouchut 
has in Nos. 8 and 9 of the Gazette des Hopitaux, 
1879, an article on this subject, of which we here 
give a short abstract. Up to the present time ten 
cases of albuminuria cured by fuchsine have been 
M. Bouchyt's 


albuminuria rapidly 


observed, seven of which have been 
patients. In every case the 
decreased in quantity, and finally entirely disap- 
peared 
treatment generally lasted from one month to six, 


after a longer or shorter period. The 
and the dose of the remedy varied from 10 to 20 
and 25 centigrammes (1% to 3 or 334 grains) daily. 
The patients were at the same time prescribed a 
diet consisting mostly of milk and white meal; and 
several patients were also daily wrapped up for 
two hours in a hot blanket impregnated with vapors 
of benzoin to promote perspiration. During the 
whole of the time the urine was of a more or less 
decided pinkish color. The lips and tongue were 
red; the appetite was always good; and the patients 
never suffered from gastralgia, colic, or diarrhoea. 
Only in one case was there vomiting, which lasted 
for twenty-four hours; but it ceased next day al- 
though the treatment was continued.” In the issue 
of the Journal for December 13th, 1879, there is 
another brief note on the same subject, by which 
it appears that ‘‘Drs. Bergeron, Cloquet, and Feitz, 
have highly recommended the use of fuchsine in 
chronic albuminuria with cedema. Dr. Bouchut of 
Paris has used fuchsine with children ranging from 
three to fourteen years of age, and is entirely 
satisfied with its action. The albumen in the urine 
decreased rapidly, and finally disappeared entirely. 
The duration of treatment varied between one and 
six months. ...Simultaneously with the fuchsine the 
milk treatment was ordered, and envelopment in 
cloths which had been saturated with 
benzoin.”’ 


vapors of 


Some of the statements I have read are very re- 
I never before heard of what may be 
called a direct remedy for albuminuria. If we 
began to search for one we should be likely first 
to seek amongst agents which are excreted by the 
kidneys. The first of the extracts I have read, and 
especially the name of Bouchut, the celebrated phy- 
sician to L’Hopital des Enfants Malades, led me 
to use fuchsine at once. I test for albumen the 
urine of all persons who consult me at my rooms, 
and when I find it I repeat the testing at all sub- 
sequent visits. In all the cases of albuminuria I 


markable. 


have seen for the last twelve months, excepting 


those in which the albumen appeared merely the re- 
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sult of passive congestion of the kidneys, of cardiac 
one grain thrice daily. I cannot give exact figures, 
but after looking through my books, I think I may 
fairly state that in several and in most of my cases 
the albumen diminished considerably or disappear- 
ed while I was giving fuchsine. The cases, gen- 
erally, I judged to by instances of chronic contract. 
Making due allowance for natural jip- 


origin, I have given fuchsine, mostly in doses of 


ing kidney. 
termittence in albuminuria, and for other sources 
of fallacy, I think the fuchsine treatment has given 
me better results than any other medicinal treat- 
ment in rénal albuminuria. Fuchsine is an aniline 
dye, and appears to be mainly excreted with the 
urine. A patient taking it experiences no incon- 
venience from its effects. His urine becomes of a 
rosy pink color, and his faces are often tinged with 
the same hue. Given in mixture the drug has the 


disadvantage of staining the lips and mouth; te 
avoid this I mostly give it in pills—one-grain doses 
made up with extract of gentian, to which may be 
added, if indicated, a little carbonate of iron or re- 
duced iron. 

I should like to state my experience of the use 
of nitro-glycerine in the treatment of angina pectoris. 
In the Lancet in the early part of last year there 
appeared a series of papers by Dr. William Murrell, 
Hospital for 
known for his re- 


assistant-physician to the Royal 
Diseases of the Chest, well 
searches with Dr. Ringer upon the action of drugs, 
for Angina 
He gives one drop doses of a one per 


entitled ‘‘Nitro-Glycerine as a Remedy 
Pectoris.”’ 


alcoholic solution in half an ounce of water 


cent. 
thrice daily. 
creased up to fifteen minims, and that large doses 
pulsation in the 


He says the dose may be gradually in- 


produce a sense of fulness and 
We have had no direct remedy for angina 


head. 
pectoris since Dr. Lauder Brunton’s essay on nitrite 
of amyl, thirteen years ago. Dr. Murrell remarks 
that ‘judged by the sphygmographic tracings, the 
effects of nitrite of amyl and of nitro-glycerine on 
the pulse are similar. Both drugs produce a mark- 
dicrotism, and both accelerated the 
rapidity of the heart’s action.” But the effects of 
nitro-glycerine upon the circulation do not arise so 
rapidly as those of nitrite of amyl, but they last 
much longer, an advantage when we have to deal 
with prolonged paroxysms of distress. Dr. Murrell 
conclusions with a record of four 
Cases of pure angina pectoris, or 


ed state of 


supports his 
successful cases. 
even of distinct anginose seizures associated with 
more or less clear signs of cardiac deterioration, 
either mural or valvular, are rare. I have only 
had two since reading Dr. Murrell’s papers. The 
first patient, an elderly minister, with some signs 
of fatty heart, took nitro-glycerine apparently with- 
out benefit. The second patient, a publican past 
middle life, with chronic valvulitis and aortic 
stenosis and incompetence, seemed to get marked 
relief from nitro-glycerine. I have seen his attacks 
of pain in my rooms; his agony was extreme, and 
he relieved himself by forcibly pressing the back 
of a chair for some minutes against the lower part 
Under nitro glycerine his attacks 


a 


of his sternum. 
of anginose pain became less frequent and much 
less severe. 

Both salicylic acid and salicylate of soda have 
lately been largely used in the treatment of 
saccharine diabetes,.both in this country and in 
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Germany. The value of opium in diabetes has 
been so incontestably proved, and I have so often 
seen its usefulness, that I could not give it up; but 
I have lately been trying opium given in smaller 
doses than I have before used, in conjunction with 
salicylate of soda. This year I have treated three 
cases of diabetes, one at the Queen’s Hospital and 
two in private practice. I have given to all a 


mixture containing fifteen grs. of salicylate of soda 
and seven minims of tincture of opium; this has 
taken for thrice daily. All 


-marked cases of diabetes, presenting pro- 


been several weeks, 


were well senti 
tion, with thirst, dry skin, frequent 
micturition, of 
gravity, and containing a large proportion 
much 


gressive emacia 
the urine being very copious, high 
specific , 
of sugar. All these patients improved very 
under treatment; the private patients so much as 
to become practically well, although the urine still 
contained some sugar. My hospital patient is still 
under observation, and is gaining weight. In these 


cases I did not make any dietetic restrictions; I 


have long give up the employment of the so-called 
“diabetic diet.” —-Dr. James Sawyer in Practitioner. 


OUEBRACHO IN DyspNnazA.—Case I. 





the Ascending Arch of Aorta; Cardiac Hyper- 
trophy. Great Dyspnea, Treatment with fluid 
sxtract of quebrach .—Henry j., zt. 43, U. S., 
wood-carver; admitted December 8, 1880. The 


patient has not, habitually, indulged in alcoholics. 
In 1870, he had primary syphilis, for which he 
was treated. Secondary tertiary symptoms 
never appeared. In 1872, he became affected, 
without apparent cause, with dyspnoea which was 


or 


paroxysmal, but not severe. It has slowly increased 
in intensity up to the present time, and has become 
constant. He began to suffer from precordial 
pain, paroxysmal in character, and increased by 
muscular effort, three years ago, since which time 
he has continued to experience it at irregular in- 
tervals. On admission, December 8th, 1880, he 
complained of great dyspnoea, of pain in the pra- 
and of debility. 

increased strength 


cordium, Physical examination 
revealed of cardiac impulse. 
The area of cardiac dulness was notably increased. 
The apex-beat was in the eighth intercostal space, 
and one and one-half inches the left of the 
linea mammalis. In the second intercostal space, 
near the right border of the sternum, pulsation, 
thrill, and a double bruit were obtained. 
also existed. A mitral regurgitant 
present. Pulse, 104; respiration 25. 
normal ; urine normal. 


to 


Dulness 
murmur was 

Temperature 
7reatment.—Potass. iodid. grs. x, thrice daily, 
increased gradually until, on Dec., 29th, grs. xxx 
were administered thrice daily. The dyspnoea per- 
sisted during all this time, and was relieved, tem- 
porarily, by spts. ztheris comp. On January 12th, 
symptoms of iodism having appeared, the iodide 
was discontinued. 

January 28. The precordial pain and the dys- 
pnoea being still unrelieved, resort was had to the 
fluid extract of quebracho bark, which was admin- 
istered in doses of 30 minims every three hours, 

2gth. After the patient had taken two doses of 
the quebracho he was completely relieved of his 
dyspnoea, which has not returned. The pulse, 
which has° averaged 100 since his admission, is 


Aneurism of 


Periscopic Department. 








now 86, and the respiration which has, hitherto, 
been hastened, is normal.  Precordial pain re- 
mains. 


February 3. 
5th. 
the 


The quebracho: was discontinued. 
The dyspnoea having returned last aight, 
quebracho was re-administered with the same 
result as that above recorded. 

roth. The remedy has been given thrice daily, 
since the last the 
disappeared. 


note, and dyspnoea has almost 


Pulse and respiration are normal 


14th. The patient was discharged, improved. 








Case 2. A (Avila, op / A wa, Br jl hiti Treat- 
ment with Quebracho.—Thos. S., «et, 63; Irish, ped- 
lar; admitted February 8, 1881. The patient has 
suffered from attacks of asthma for a number of 


years, and has been harrassed by chronic bronchitis 


in the intervals of the asthmatic paroxysms. For 


two years he has suffered from gradually increas- 


ing dyspnoea, which now hardly permits of any 


exercise. His asthmatic attacks recur every few 
days without apparent regularity. He has anorexia, 
and has become much emaciated. His dyspnoea is 
now continuous, but is much increased at the time 
of the asthmatic paroxysms. 
shows 


Physical examination 
The is anxious 
and cyanotic. The veins of the neck are turgid. 
The impulse is felt in the epigastrium. 
The thorax is distinctly barrel-shaped. The per- 


great emaciation. facies 


heart’s 


cussion resonance is vesiculo-tympanitic. The ex- 
piratory murmur is prolonged and low pitched. 
Sibilant, sonorous, and mucous rales are diffused 


over the chest. 

Treatment.—The fluid extract of quebracho was 
prescribed in doses of 30 minims, at 
four hours, during the day-time. 

February 10. The dyspnoea, due to 
the emphysema, has been much relieved. The 
patient had an asthmatic paroxysm last night, but 
the shortness of breath attending it was less intense 
than usual, and its duration 
ordinarily the case. 

2oth. The patient has had two attacks of asthma 
the last note. Each severe and 
than its predecessor. The constant 
dyspnoea which harrassed the patient has almost 
disappeared under the continued administration of 
the quebracho thrice daily. Appetite and strength 
have so much improved that the patient was, to- 
day, discharged at his own request. 

Case 3. MNephritis (Chronic). Dyspnea. Treat- 
ment with Fluid Extract of Quebracho.—Jno. M.., 
wt. 51; English, printer; admitted January 24th, 
1881. 


intervals of 


constant 


was shorter than is 


since was less 


protracted 


The patient had always enjoyed remark- 
ably good health up to the time of his present ill- 
ness. Six weeks ago, after prolonged exposure to 
cold and wet, incident to debauch, he was attacked 
with pain in the head, anorexia, and emesis. His 
ankles and legs became swollen. His urine was 
very scanty and high-colored. These symptoms 
persisted for a few days and then disappeared. 
Two weeks ago his feet, legs, and scrotum became 
swollen, he grew weak, lost his appetite, and took 
to the bed. The urine was dark and scanty. A 
week later, his abdomen also became swollen. On 
admission, Jan. 24th, he complains of swelling of 
the abdomen and of the lower extremities, of 
dyspnoea, weakness, and loss of appetite. Ascites, 
with oedema of the scrotum, penis, and legs, are 
prominent signs. The thoracic and abdominal 








oo 
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viscera are normal, as are the pulse, respiration, 
and temperature. The urine is scanty; sp. gr, is 
1014. It contains fifty per cent of albumen (by 
volume), epithelial and fatty casts 

2sth. Amount of urine passed in twenty-four 


hours, is sixteen ounces. The same clinical and 


microscopical characters present. Treatment.— 
Potass. acetat., 2ij; spirits ather. nitros., fl. 3 ij, 
and infus. scopar,, fl. 3 iij, every three hours 


29th. The patient now passes 30-40 ounces of 
urine daily, but it still contains fatty casts and 
much albumen. The dyspnoea which he had on 
admission is unrelieved. Fluid extract of quebracho 
was, to-day, ordered in doses of 40 minims, at in- 
tervals of three hours. 

February 2. The dyspnoea has much 
Forty-four ounces of urine were passed to-day ; 


abated. 


albumen and casts are less abundant. 

3d. No dyspnoea whatever is complained of. 
The quebracho is still administered as before. 

10th. The quebracho was discontiuued several 
days ago. The dyspnoea has not returned. 

17th. The patient now sits up. The sp. gr. of 
the urine is 1012; it contains some albumen and 
some fatty and granular casts. 


March. 2. The patient having regained his 


strength in large measure was discharged.—Case of 


of Dr. Austin Flint, Sr., at Bellevue Hos- 
“Special report for Medical News and 


Service 
petal, N. Y. 
Abstract. 

Note.—Quebracho has been tried by Dr. Flint in several 
cases of dyspnoea from phthisis and pneumonia without avail. 
In one case of extreme dyspnoea, from mitral regurgitation, 
it was very efficacious. 


EvcaLyprus GLOBULUS AS AN ANTISEPTIC.—The 
last meeting of the Clinical Society was of con- 
siderable interest to surgeons, and especially to 
those who practise antiseptic surgery as taught by 
Prof. Lister. The subject of carbolic intoxication 
was raised by Mr. Pearce Gould, who asserted 
that he had had a fatal result from it, and Mr. 
Lister assented to his views, so that we may speak 
with confidence of their substantial truth. For the 
first time exact, minute pathological changes were 
identified with the toxic effects of the acid in man, 
and although the observation needs corroboration, 
it yet throws light upon much that has been 
hitherto obscure. We are glad to observe that 
there was no attempt made to make this case a 
text for an attack upon any ‘‘system,” or evea 
upon carbolic acid itself. And we are particularly 
glad of this because Professor Lister was better 
able to make an important statement, which was 
a most welcome sequel to such a case. He frankly 
recognised the fact that there are some persons 
injuriously affected by carbolic acid, and that while 
many substitutes for it—thymol, salicylic acid, sul- 
phurous acid, etc.,—have been tried at various 
times, they have all been abandoned on account 
of drawbacks, even more serious than that attach- 
ing to phenol. His trials, however, of the oil of 
eucalyptus globulus have shown him that while 
entirely free from toxic or locally irritant effects, 
it is a perfectly trustworthy antiseptic. Where, 
therefore, we have reason to fear carbolic absorp- 
tion or where the carbolised gauze causes toxic 
effects, the oil of eucalyptus may be used without 
in any way imperilling the results of so-called 
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asepticism. But the oil has its own drawbacks 
one is its insolubility in water, and another the 
rapidity with which it evaporates from most of its 
solutions. An oily solution would very quickly 
become quite inert as an antiseptic, for this reason: 
resin holds it in combination more firmly, but 
dammar gum, such as is used in mounting micro- 
T] 


preparations, is better still, and has been 
Professor Lister as tt 


s 1 
scopical 


chosen by 1e medium for its 


employment. Gauze impregnated with this mix. 
ture and paraffin has been prepared, and is in 
app-arance and feel exactly like carbolised gauze, 
but unlike it in having an agreeable aromatic 
odor. Obviously there are other details yet to be 
worked out, and experience warrants the hope that 
Professor Lister may soon be abl 
that he has overcome the difficulties they present, 


e to announce 





and that this new and safe antiseptic can be used 
as generally and as easily as carbolic acid. In its 
cost it probably will never rival the acid, nor is it 
certain that it will supercede it entirely; indeed, 
Mr. Lister did not for a moment hold out any 
such idea. Carbolic acid has been well tried as an 
antiseptic agent, and what we are really in need 
of is some guidance as to the circumstances in 
which it is liable to act injuriously. However 
hopeful we may be at the discovery of an antisep- 
tic agent which is safer than those we now pos- 
sess, we should yet gladly welcome any additions 
to our knowledge as to the true meaning or cause 
of these so-called ‘‘ special susceptibilities,” ‘‘ idio- 
syncrasies,’’ and the like, which make the means 
of life to one man the very cause of illness or 
death in another. Perhaps it is hardly to be hoped 
that a perfect antiseptic agent devoid of toxic 
properties for the human body will ever be found; 
for there are some, if not many, fundamental con- 
ditions alike required for the highest and the low- 
est forms of life. The laws governing the develop- 
ment of the bacteria and similar minute organisms, 
which are roughly classed together as germs, are 
probably the same, or at least closely allied to 
those ruling the growth of the cellular constituents 
of our own frames. And surprise ought not to be 
so much excited by the occasional occurrence of 
toxic symptoms when antiseptic surgery is prac- 
ticed, as by the more striking fact, constantly 
observed, that these agents can be used with entire 
success to destroy and prevent the development of 
these ‘‘ germs” without destroying or even affect- 
ing injuriously the vital process so akin to them. 
It would be an easy matter to speak with enthu- 
siasm of this statement of Dr. Lister, and to 
prophesy the attainment of perfection in the anti- 
septic treatment of wounds, now that he has pro- 
vided us with an agent that may be called safe 
All such enthusiasm would be out of 
preparation must be 


and certain. 
place, however; the new 
patiently tried; and although it is only right to 
entertain the hope that it will be found of extreme 
value, it is demanded in the interest of science 
that any expression of opinion as to its merits 
should be suspended until the facts are fully before 
us. It is not, however, too early to draw atten- 
tion to the fact that Mr. Lister has afforded us 
another example of his devotion to science. His 
name has for years been associated with the use 
of carbolic acid in the treatment of wounds, and 
with it he has accomplished remarkable results ; 























Periscopic 


but he has kept his mind so open to its defects, 


that, being the most earnest in the search, he is 


the first to herald the discovery of a substitute for 


it, Would that all of us who have some pet 
theory or practice could learn this lesson !—Lazce? 
Notes oN Two NEw REMEDIES.—Quebracho in 
Spa A va.—Mr. H., twenty-three years of 
age, gave the following history: He lived ona 
farm until five years ago, when he entered college. 
During the months of March and April of his 
second college year, he suffered from spasmodic 
asthma, an affection which he had never known 
before. Since then he has had asthma every 
spring. The trouble generally lasts about two 
months and then disappears to return the next 
spring. Although the usual asthma remedies have 


been tried, nothing but time, gave complete relief. 
This spring the attacks The 
spasms come on about every thirty minutes during 


have reappeared. 
the day, but do not appear during sleep. 

I prescribed the fluid extract of quebracho, of 
Parke, Davis & Co., to be taken half drachm 
doses three times per day, the dose to be gradu- 
ally increased by ten drops to one drachm. After 
the second day all difficulty of respiration disap- 
The continued for one 
week. Now two months passed and the 
asthma has not returned. 

Petroleum in Chronic Pneumonia.—We have used 


in 


peared. medicine was 


have 


crude petroleum in one case of chronic interstitial 
pneumonia with an exceedingly flattering result. 
Under iodine, quinine, veratrum, tartar emetic, 
ipecac and ammonium chloride, tried at different 
times, the patient continued to grow worse. After 
four weeks of this treatment, petroleum made into 
an emulsion with acacia, and mixed with sherry 
wine at the time of taking, was given three times 
per day, about one-half teaspoonful of petroleum 
being taken at a dose. 
pulsation (which had been on an average of 
became normal, and the 
became easy, the dullness rapidly disappeared, and 
recovery complete. 

The patient, a medical lady, attributes her im- 
provement to the petroleum wholly. I 
that one case of improvement does not prove much 
for a new remedy, but this added to the testimony 
of others, who have reported similar successes with 
At any 
rate, the experiments which have been made with 
petroleum, have proved successful 
sufficient to warrant further trial. 

Probably the best mode of administration would 
be in capsules. 
our exchanges. 
objection 
petroleum. 

It should have been stated that tincture of digi- 
talis was taken in five drop doses twice per day. 
This probably aided in producing the beneficial 


In a few days the rate of 
[20 


per minute) respiration 


am aware 


the same agent may be of some value. 


to an extent 


I see this recommended in one of 
There will probably be found more 


to the odor than to the taste of the 


effects.—Victor C. Vaughn, M. D., Ph. D., in 
Phys. and Surg. 
THE EvcaLyprus GLoputus IN THE ROMAN 


CAMPAGNA.—A writer in Chambers’ Journal has 
recently given an account of what the eucalyptus 
globulus has done for the Roman Campagna. 


That desolate and malarious spot has had some 
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made 


At the 


impression upon it at last by the trees in 


question. monastery of the Three Foun- 


tains, kept by Trappist monks, a_ veritable oasis 
has been created. This had been a _ perfectly 
barren place, and so rank with malarial exhala- 
tions, that even the few monks who lived there in 
the daytime were obliged to sleep at night in 
Rome. At the sacrifice of some lives and a great 
deal of labor, a large number of the eucalyptus 


trees have been brought into successful cultivation 
with the most beneficial results. The government, 
recognizing the value of the work, has very recently 
granted the Trappists a tract of land for further 
reclamation, and have allowed them the assistance 
of convict labor. 

The eucalyptus is a tree which has several very 


remarkable peculiarities, Its growth is extremely 


rapid. In four years it reaches the height of 
twenty-five feet, and eventually in the warmer 
climates at least, becomes two or three hundred 


feet high. Its leaves are peculiarly arranged, the 
flat surfaces being placed vertically. This allows a 
more rapid evaporation of water. The avidity 
with which water is taken up by the roots and 
thrown off by the leaves is most remarkable. In 
two hours one square yard of leaf surface will give 
off nearly four pints of water, this being two or 
three times the weight of the leaf. By this pro- 
cess the poisonous moisture in the soil is distilled 
and purified. 

The antimalarial influence of the plant may be 
due in small part also to the volatile oil secreted 
by the leaves. In one hundred pounds of leaves 
there are from three to six pounds of this oil. 
Under the influence of air and moisture, peroxide 
of hydrogen is generated. By the oxidation of the 
oil, also, a camphoraceous substance is produced. 


The effect of these reactions is more or less to 
purify the air. 
The Campagna is still, for the largest part, 


barren and uninhabitable, but the Trappists have 
the possibility of reclaiming some of it, 
and have demonstrated the efficiency of the eucalyp- 
tus in securing the result. 

It would be well for sanitarians in this country 


shown 


to renew their attention to this tree. The draw- 
back here is that it cannot be cultivated, with- 
out great care, in any but the warmer climates. 


22 
«35 


Winter temperatures, below 
kill It has been grown, however, in Edin- 
burgh, and, apart from its susceptibility to cold, 


it is a sufficiently hardy tree.—JM/edical Recoard. 


F., will generally 


at. 


CHAULMOOGRA OIL.—Chaulmoogra oil is obtained 
from the seeds of Gynocardia odorata, a large tree 
much branched, with ash-gray globular fruit, some 
three or four inches in diameter. It is a native of 
Pegu, Tenasserim, and other parts of the Malayan 
peninsula, whence it extends into India, being 
found in Assam, Chasia and Sikkim, but not in 
the central or western parts. The seeds (Gynocar- 
dia semina) are officinal in the Indian pharma- 
copeia, and are popularly kfiown as chaulmugra, 
chaulmogra, or chaulmoogra seeds. The oil ex- 
pressed from these seeds has been known for cen- 
turies to the Fakirs of India, by whom it is largely 
used in the treatment of leprosy and skin diseases 


generally. There is evidence to show that it has 
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been employed by the aboriginal tribes in certain 
parts of India from the remotest times. 

At the ordinary temperature the oil is solid, has 
a light-brown color, and a decidedly disagreeable 


taste and smell. It may be readily melted by 
placing the bottle in hot water, or allowing it to 
stand for a few minutes in front of the fire 

but its 


which it 


In leprosy it has done good service ; 


value as a remedy for phthisis, for was 
first used in England, is doubtful, although it seems 
The 


exter- 


to relieve cough and promote expectoration. 
oil is given internally, and also used as an 
nal application. It is 
tered in empty capsules or in 
patients take it milk, 
The usual dose is from five to fifteen 


most conveniently adminis- 
perles ; but many 
well in cod-liver oil, or 
almond oil. 
to begin with a small dose, 


three or 


minims. It is best 
say two or three 
day, gradually increasing the quantity as the patient 
Murrell, as the 


minims, four times a 
accustomed to it. Dr. 
result of a large 
that when administered in milk or cod-liver oil ten 
minims very frequently upset the stomach, giving 
infrequently 


becomes 


number of observations, found 


rise to nausea and vomiting and not 
The chaulmoogra oil perles containing 


patients will take 


diarrhoea. 


four minims each, and most 
from one to four of these at a When it is 
desirable to vary the frequently, the empty 


gelatine capsules will be found useful. It is almost 


dose. 


dose 


essential that some such special mode of adminis- 
tration should be adopted, as few patients like the 
taste of the oil, or consent to take it by itself for 
any length of time. It must always be given after 
meals.—British Med. Fournal, 


THe Coca Lear.—An excellent authority, Mr. 
Clement Markham, has recently written a book on 
**Peruvian Barks,” in which he also mentions the 
coca plant. He observed that the yield of coca in 
South America is estimated at thirty millions of 
pounds. Coca soon detriorates in keeping, and 
Indians treat it as valueless if kept longer than 
seven months, which may explain its slight effect 
with us. 

Such is the faith in coca, that it is believed if a 
dying man can but taste a coca leaf when placed 
on his tongue, his future bliss is assured. No 
Indian is without his cuspa or coca bag, made of 
llama cloth, and threetimes a day, sitting down, he 
takes leaf by leaf and rolls them up in his mouth 
tillhe forms a ball. Then applying a small quantity 
of powder, consisting of carbonate of potash, made 
by burning the stalks of the quinoa plant, mixed 
with lime and water, he goes on his way rejoicing. 

Mr. Markham chewed coca leaf very frequently, 
and states that he found it to produce an agreeable, 
soothing feeling; that he could endure longer ab- 
stinence from food with less inconvenience, and 
could ascend precipitous 
lightness and 

He also con- 


that when using it, he 
mountain sides with a feeling of 
elasticity, and without losing breath. 
siders it the least injurious of all other like sub- 
stances, even when taken in excess, and at the 
same time the most soothing and invigorating.— 
Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Oi oF ANDA Acu.—This oil, obtained from the 
Anda Brasiliensis, has been recommended as an 
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aperient in place of castor oil. A smaller dose is 
said to be required, and its action is free from in- 
testinal irritation. The seed is ten times as large 
as that of the castor oil plant. It is necessary to 
remove the embryo and episperm before the oil is 


expressed, since these contain a principle which pro- 


duces colic.—ZLancet. 





Official List of Changes of Stations ang 
Duties of Medical Officers of the U. 
S. Marine Hospital Service. April 1, 
1881 to June 380, 1881. 


| perewney: P. H., Surgeon. Detailed as 
chairman Board of Examiners. April 5, 188r, 

Wyman, Walter, Surgeon. Detailed for temporary 
duty as medical officer Revenue Bark ‘“ Chase,” 
May 31, 1881. 

Long, W. H., Surgeon. Detailed as member Board 
of Examiners. April 5, 1881, 

Murray, R. D., Surgeon. To proceed to Memphis, 
Tenn., assume charge of the Service at that port, 
and inspect the Service at Miss. 
April 8, 1881. 
irviance, George, Surgeon. 
Board of Examiners. 
To proceed to 
April 30, 1881. 
Detailed as chairman Board of Survey, to exam- 
ine applicants for admission to the Revenue 
Marine Service. May 10, 1881. 

Doering, E. J., Granted 
sence for thirty days from April 21, 1881. 
2, 1881. 

Austin, H. W., Granted 
sence for thirty days from May 5, 1881. 
2, 1881. 

Gassaway, J. 


Vicksburg, 


Detailed as Recorder 
April 5, 1881. 


Richmond, Va., as inspector. 


Surgeon. leave of ab- 


April 


leave of ab- 
April 


Surgeon. 


M., Passed Asst. Surgeon. To pro- 
ceed to Philadelphia, Pa., and assume charge of 
the Service, relieving Asst. Surgeon 
Stoner. April 7, 188r. 

Smith, Henry, Passed Asst. Surgeon. To report 
to chairman Board of Examiners. April 25, 1881. 

Stoner, G. W., Passed Asst. Surgeon. To proceed 
to Portland, Maine, 4nd assume charge of the 
Service, relieving Surgeon April 7, 
1881. 

Fisher, J. C. Passed Asst. Surgeon. Detailed as 
recorder Board of Survey to examine applicants 
for admission to the Revenue Marine Service. 
May 10, 1881. 

Wheeler, W, A., Asst. Surgeon. Granted leave of 
absence for thirty days (he providing a substitute) 
from July 7, 1881. June 23, 1881. 

Carmichael, D. A., Asst. Surgeon. To proceed to 
New York, N. Y., and report to Surgeon Fes- 
senden for duty. April 7, 1881. 


Passed 


Doering. 


RESIGNATION, 


Doering, E. J., Surgeon. Resignation accepted by 
the Secretary of the Treasury to take effect May 
20, 1881. April 2. 1881. 


PROMOTION. 


Promoted to be Sur- 
May 16, 1881. 


Gassoway, J. M., Surgeon. 
geon from May 21, 1881. 





